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TOT’s last gasp is rental services

Two subsidiaries
slated for 2015 arrival

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Corporation says it will hire Phatra
Securities as a financial adviser to set
up two subsidiaries operating its telecom
network rental services.

The new hope of the state telecom
enterprise is its new telecom tower and
optical fibre rental services will become
a lucrative revenue stream after the
agency’s mobile concession expires in
2015.

Telecom Tower Sharing Co and
Optical-Fibre Sharing Co will be set up
to provide a telecom network rental
service for its existing second-generation
(2G) infrastructure to all operators.

Panthep Chamrasromran, TOT's
board chairman, said it will gather all
existing 13,000 base stations from its
mobile concessionaire Advanced Info
Service (AIS) plus 5,200 base stations of
TOT’s 3G phase-one project and existing
300,000 cement-made telecom poles
nationwide.

The gathering of networks will be
completed by October.

TOT will sell or transfer all its telecom
infrastructure assets to the two subsid-

iaries. The latter
will then rent the
network infra-
structure to other
private operators
in anticipation of

fierce competition
in 3G wireless
broadband ser-
v/ vices.
Panthep: Concession Mr Panthep

said the subsid-
iaries will have
management funds as their shareholders
with a maximum shareholding stake of
50%. TOT will still hold a majority stake
at no more than 49%.

end may be windfall

“We plan to list the two companies
in the Stock Exchange of Thailand in
2013,” he said.

Mr Panthep said Phatra Securities
will help TOT to value its assets and
calculate rental service fees.

He noted TOT’s telecom assets carry
the highest value in the country but
lack ultimate utilisation. Tts 3G network
on the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum has 3,000
base stations and is expected to reach
5,320 sites under its first phase in Octo-
ber.

Mr Panthep said TOT is preparing
for its second phase of 3G network
expansion. The state enterprise plans
to build an additional 12,000 base sta-
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tions nationwide under the second
phase, with no co-site network part-
nership with private operators.

Under the first phase, TOT signed a
co-site network agreement with AIS for
800 base stations plus 500 sites with
True Move.

Mr Panthep said TOT will discuss
with the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission its plan
to ask for permission to use 30 MHz of
its 64-MHz bandwidth on the 2300-MHz
frequency to provide long-term evol-
ution or 4G service.

The LTE network investment plan is
part of the state enterprise’s 3G phase
two.
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