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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Amendment
may change
4G auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government plans to make a drastic
change to the mobile concession of Total
Access Communication (DTAC) to unlock
the contentious legal spat over the return
of five unused megahertz for the fourth-
generation (4G) spectrum auction.

An amendment to the concession
agreement between DTAC and owner
CAT Telecom is expected to remove a legal
loophole allowing both parties to return
the unused bandwidth on the 1800-MHz
frequency unconditionally.

A working panel has been set up by the
ICT Ministry to work on the concession
amendment, with work scheduled to be
finalised within this week before the public
hearing on the draft 4G auction design takes
place on Saturday.

“On Wednesday we will order CAT to
return the unused block to the national
telecom regulator without any conditions
attached. The return will not violate the
law,” said ICT Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa.

He said the ad hoc national digital econ-
omy committee, chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Prayut Chan-o-cha, was expected to
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approve the move today, with the return
submitted to the cabinet for approval
next week.

“All legal manoeuvres will be com-
pleted before the auction takes place in
November,” said Mr Pornchai, who is also
amember of the committee.

CAT’s board on Monday formally
rejected its management’s proposal to
return the unused five MHz to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) unconditionally,
saying it would violate the law and it does
not want to face a legal bacldash.

Mr Pornchai said having an additional
five MHz of bandwidth on the 1800-MHz
spectrum would eliminate the inefficiency
and waste inherent in the block sizes.

“We are trying our best to have the auc-
tion for 30 MHz on the 1800 band,” he said.

The NBTC's board yesterday approved
the original 4G draftauction designs on the
1800-MHz spectrum, with each licence for
12.5 MHz.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the possibility of a 30-MHz band-
width auction will depend on whether CAT
can return the unused block to the regulator
within this week.

He believes the committee might not
have enough time to consider it.

Mr Takorn also said the NBTC is consid-
ering auctioning two licences on the 900-
MHz spectrum, with 10 MHz of bandwidth
each, together with the 1800-MHz auction
scheduled for Nov 11, rather than a separate
December auction as planned. The 900-
MHz spectrum is operated by Advanced
Info Service (AIS) under a concession with
TOT Plc, with an expiry date this September.
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Spectrum
auction may
include 900MHz

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission is
considering including 900-megaherz
licences in its auction of 1,800MHz
licences scheduled for November 11.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al of the NBTC, said yesterday that the
commission had approved the draft
for the auction rules for just the
1,800MHz spectrum, involving a pair
of 1,710-1,722.5/1,805-1,817.5MHz
bands and a pair of 1,748-
1,760.5/1,843-1,855.5MHz bands.

However, the NBTC will study the
possibility of auctioning the
1,800MHz and 900MHz licences at
the same time, he said.

The commission’s telecom com-
mittee will tomorrow consider the pro-
posed startingbid of Bt563 million per
megahertz forthe 9OOMHzspectrum,
which is equivalent to 70 per cent of
the full spectrumvalue. The total spec-
trum features 20MHz of bandwidth,
which will be divided into two licences
valid for 15 years.

The1,800MHzspectrumtobeauc-
tioned off was used by TrueMove and
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Digital Phone Co, whose concessions
expired in September 2013. The
900MHzconcession of Advanced Info
Service will end this September.

The existing 1,800MHz auction
plan features two licences, each with
12.5MHz bandwidth. The starting
price is Bt11.6 billion or 70 per cent of
tull spectrum value.

Ifthe numberofbiddersisthesame
or lower than the number of available
licences, the starting price will be
raised uptothe full value of Bt16.57bil-
lion. The licence term is 19 years.

The NBTCwillhold publichearings
on the 1,800MHz auction-rules draft
from July 18 to August 3 and is expect-
ed to publish the final auction rules in
the Royal Gazette by August 26.

It will open applications from bid-
dersby September 28, and close appli-
cations by September 30. It will dis-
close the qualified bidders on October
21and award the licencesin December.

CAT Telecomis also keen on trans-
ferring to the NBTC for its 1,800MHz
auction the idle 5SMHz of bandwidth
held by Total Access Communication
(DTAC) on the 1,800MHz spectrum,
on condition that it will be allowed to
usetheremaining 20MHzof this spec-
trumuntiltheend ofitslicencein 2025,
instead of 2018 when DTAC’s conces-

sion from CAT expires.
The Information and
Communications Technology

Ministry will discuss this issue with
the ad hoe National Digital Economy
Committee today.
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