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Headline: Radio spectrum ranges to return to NBTC in April

TELECOMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

BAND BREAK-UP

The telecom regulator sets an April deadline
for 21 state agencies to relinquish 537 radio
spectrum ranges. B4

Radio spectrum ranges to return to NBTC in April

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thetelecom regulator has seta deadline of
next April for 21 state agencies and enter-
prises to return a combined 537 radio spec-
trum ranges for reallocation.

According to Takorn Tantasith, sec-
retary-general of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC), the regulator’s board
vesterday approved a resolution in line
with the master plan for radio broadcast-
ing announced in the Royal Gazette in
April 2012.

The NBTC'’s master plan states all state
agencies and enterprises must return radio
spectrum to the NBTC within five years
after the master plan is implemented.

Mostofthe 21 state agencies are related
to the military and national security.

The resolution issued yesterday does
not include the 105.5MHz band, which
is operated by state-owned public broad-
caster MCOT, because it is still valid under
the concession given to Bangkok Enter-
tainment Co.

Mr Takorn said MCOT still must return
the 105.5MHzband to the NBTC by January

2020, when the concession expires.

The NBTC board has assigned its
management team to consider the pos-
sible impact on the 21 state agencies and
enterprises that have to return to total of
537 spectrum ranges back to the regulator.

The NBTC will consider possible rescue
measures for state agencies and state
enterprises to help minimise the impact
of the reallocation on their businesses.

The NBTC might also invite represent-
atives of those state agencies and enter-
prises to meet soon in order to discuss pos-
sible rescue measures they would need.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC has yet to
determine a plan for reallocating the 537
radio spectrum ranges.

He said the NBTC’s management must
consider clear details for the reallocation
plan to submit for the NBTC’s board con-
sideration. It also needs to submit a plan
for digital radio in the future.

In a related development, Mr Takorn
said the NBTC board yesterday also
approved 72 million baht in financial
support to 12 digital-related projects
through the NBTC'’s Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Research and
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Development Fund for the Public Ben-
efit (BTEP).

The 12 projects were proposed to the
NBTC last year under the BTFP’s budget,
demanding financial support for research
and development.

The projects include Mae Fah Luang
University’s project for education develop-
ment in rural areas with digital technology,
the energy management National Smart
Grid project by Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity and Bangkok University’s project to
improve cybercrime awareness among
the public.
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Radio stations
must return
spectra by
April 2017

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ALL537RADIO stations using spec-
tra leased from 21 state agencies
will have to return their spectra to
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
before April nextyear for reallocation.

The NBTC board yesterday
approved the Aprildeadline proposed
by the broadcasting committee.

According to the 2003 broadcast-
ing master plan, all existing radio sta-
tions are obliged to return all spectra
to the NBTC within five years of the
master plan coming into effect.

However, a 105.5FM radio station
operated by Bangkok Entertainment
or Ch3 TV operator can return the
spectra to the NBTC when its conces-
sion under MCOT expires on January
31, 2020.

NBTC vice chairman Natee
Sukonratsaid thatthe moveforreturn
of the radio spectra is in line with the
broadcasting master plan.

The NBTC board yesterday also
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approved new draft regulations gov-
erning the shifting of telecom cables
underground. The draft will be effec-
tive after itis announced in the Royal
Gazette soon.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tatasith said the new draft would be
binding on telecom licence holders
hanging telecom lines on poles. The
NBTC would shorten its process for
seeking permissionto 30 days fromto
days earlier.

Yesterday, the NBTC signed a
memorandum ofunderstanding with
threeagencies including Metropolitan
Electricity Authority, the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administrationandthe
Telecommunications Association of
Thailand on collaboration to move
telecom lines underground to serve
the digital economy society and the
plan to make Bangkok the centre of
Asean.

NBTC deputy secretary-general
Kokij Danchaivichit said that under
this MoU, they would jointly shift tele-
com lines underground next year on
two main roads —Ratchaparop Road
and Rama I Road.

At the same MoU signing event,
six telecom operators - Advance
Wireless Network, True Universal
Convergence, DTAC TriNet, United
Information Highway, Symphony
Communication, and ALT Telecom -
also signed an Mou among themselves
on the plan to move telecom lines
underground from Phaholyothin
Road to Phya Thai Road.
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Fox files legal action against BBL over digital TV guarantees

THE NATION

FOX Networks Group Asia has filed legal
actions in Hong Kong and Bangkok against
Bangkok Bank for alleged failure to honour
two bank guarantees securing payments for
distributionofitschannelsin Thailand by GMM
Grammy and CTH.

Both of those companies were majoroper-
ators of pay-TV platforms in Thailand.

Fox stated that under separate channel-
licensing agreements it signed with them in
2013, GMM and CTH, in aggregate, had obli-
gationstopayFoxaprincipalamountin excess
of Bt2.5billion plusinterest onlatepayments.

Assecurity for payment of thoseamounts,
BangkokBankissued two separate bankguar-
antees to Fox. Since late 2015, Bangkok Bank
has failed to comply with its guarantee obli-
gations, Fox claims.

A source at Bangkok Bank said it acknowl-
edged theFox legal actionandthat as the bank
guarantor, ithad obligations topay the compa-
ny. However, the payment will not be made yet
because the bank is in the process of negotia-
tions with clients over the legal procedure.

The value of collateral covers the amount
involved, so thiscasewill not haveanimpacton
the bank’s financial status, the source said.

This case is similar to when the NBTC filed

News ID: C-161215003007 (15 Dec 16/05:47)

legal action against Bangkok Bank to claim the
guarantee for Thai TV Co, the source said.

Digital TV hasbecome amorerisky business
for the bank, and it says it is closely monitoring
the situations of broadcasters for which it is
guarantor.

CTHhasreportedly filedarehabilitationpeti-
tion in the Central Bankruptcy Court after suf-
fering total debts of Bt21.45 billion. In October,
the court accepted the case, which was lodged

by eight members of CTH's executive commit-
tee including chief executive officer Amarit
Sukhavanij and Thana Tummanon, and set the
hearing for the reorganisation-petition inquiry
for December 20.

Because ofhugelosses, CTHdecided to cease
its service early this year and left its customers
behind. As a result, the broadcasting commit-
tee of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
decided to revoke CTH's broadcasting licence.

Bangkok Bank is the largest guarantor to
Thailand's digital television operators, having
providedbank guarantees for14 of the 24 chan-
nels, totalling more than Bt20 billion or approx-
imately 41 per cent of the spectrum licence fees
raised.

Three years ago the NBTC auctioned digital
television licences andraisedabout Bt50 billion
forthe state from 24 operators.
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