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TRUE ‘NOT IN TALKS' TO ACQUIRE DTAC »>> 4B

not in talks’ to acquire DTAC

WOULD BE INTERESTED IF RIVAL WANTS TO SELL SHARES: SUPHACHAI

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUE CORP chief executive officer
Suphachai Chearavanont has denied
rumoursthat Trueisin talkswith Total
Access Communication (DTAC)
about the acquisition of shares in its
mobile-business rival.

He said yesterday that True had
never engaged in such talks and that
DTAC’s foreign strategic partner,
Norway’s Telenor, had never made a
proposal to True to buy its shares in
DTAC.

However, if Telenor wanted to sell
its shares in DTAC to any potential
buyers, True would be keen to con-
sider such a purchase in order to
expanditsbusiness empire, headded.

Rumoursabout Telenors desireto
exit the Thai market have circulated

fromtimetotimesinee DTACs
failure to clinch any spectrum
licences from the auctioning
off of 900MHz licences and
1800MHz licences late last
year.

Recently, one rumour even
had it that DTAC and True are

conducting due diligence as SUPHACHAI

part of True’s purported move
to take over the cellular operator.

Every time a rumour about
Telenor's plan to exit Thailand sur-
faces, DTAChas confirmed thatitstill
has a strong position in the market
and can leverageits currentspectrum
portfoliotooffer competitive 4G serv-
ices.

Lastmonth, Gunn Waersted, chair
of the board of directors at Telenor
ASA, and Sigve Brekke, presidentand
CEO of Telenor Group, on the occa-

sion of theirvisit to Thailand,
met  Information and

News ID: C-160815003035 (15 Aug 16/06:14)
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Communications Technology
Minister UttamaSavanayana
to discuss the government’s
digital-economy develop-
ment.

During the visit, Telenor
remarked that it remained
committed to the develop-

ment of a digital Thailand and would
continue to invest for the betterment
of mobile services and Internetforall.

DTAC has encouraged the
National  Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission to
establish a clear road map for utilisa-
tion of the Kingdom’s telecom spec-
tra, including planning for the auc-
tioning of more licences in the
1800MHz band, along with the
850MHz, 700MHz and 2600MHz

bands. The NBTC recently unveiled
the new spectrum reallocation planit
had drawn up for its upcoming new
NBTC board.

Sometelecomanalystsbelievethat
this clearroad map for spectrum real-
location is one of the factors con-
tributing to the rise in DTAC's share
price.

The mobile operator’s share price
rosesteadilyfrom Bt31.25at the close
of stock-market business on August
4 to Bt37.50 on August 11.

DTAC’s concessions for the
1800MHz and 850M Hzbandsexpire
in late 2018.

Ttssubsidiary, DTACTriNet, holds
the NBTC’s 2.1GHz licence.

True group last week reported to
the Stock Exchange of Thailand asec-
ond-quarter consolidated net loss of
Bt370.7 million for the parent com-
pany, compared to a net profit of
Bt1.39 billion in the same period last
year.
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Pattramon Sukprasert

POKEMON MAY
BE A NO-GO

N CERTAIN
SENSITIVE" AREAS

ince Pokemon Go, an augmented reality game hunting
for Pokemon, has arrived in Thailand, it has been greatly
used as a financial and income booster at certain busi-
nesses — from cosmetic shops to restaurants.

The game is without a doubt an effective marketing
tool that helps boost the economy. New business ideas have also
been initiated such as a transport service offering passengers a
ride to catch Polkemon while some tour packages also promote
Pokemon as a part of the trip’s attraction. But of course, there are
twa sides to everything, While staring at their smartphone screen,
players have to be aware of their surroundings otherwise they
could encounter some dangers. The government has recently
expressed its concern over the game’s security and as to what
kind of consequences it could cause.

A basic explanation about Pokemon Go for those who are
not yet familiar with the game — it requires a smartphone and
an actual walk (or any mode of transport) in search of cartoon
monsters. With augmented reality (AR) and GPS technology,
Pokemons are around us but they are visible only if looking
through the screen. However, the virtual Pokemon will appear
only when players venture into real-life places and, sometimes,
they could enter sensitive areas.

The authority’s concern starting from Deputy Prime Minister
Prawit Wongsuwon who said state agencies will consider whether
the game harms security and causes public danger. Technology
Crime Suppression Division (TCSD) also was assigned to inspect
whether the game's server invades users’ privacy.

And then we have the National Broadcastingand Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith who has demanded no-go zones for four restricted areas due
to complaints concerning safety and trespassing. The demand
came within less than a week after the game was released. The

Let the Pokemon Go players
enjoy their childhood fantasy

area includes state properties, temples, private properties and
dangerous areas including roads, waterways and railways. The
NBTC also asked True, who holds exclusive rights for Pokemon in
Thailand, to co-operate with game developer Niantic in request-
ing them to remove sensitive areas from the game's scope. The
NBTC secretary-general also has an idea of restricting playing at
night time as it could be dangerous.

Of course, it's understandable to ask players to not enter cer-
tain areas that require tranquillity and privacy or asking them to
not play in certain situations. There are cases in Cambodia where
authorities asked people to stop playing the game in the Tuol
Sleng Genocide Museum, while in Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Parl, Japan, Pokemons were removed from the area.

However, the approach the NBTC is attempting to take, by
asking the developer to remove Pokemons from some places,
seems hardly practical given “dangerous areas including roads”
as they put it seems to cover expansive spaces.

Pokemon Go has become the fastest phenomenon among
augmented reality games. But as this virtual reality world becomes
so real it may make authorities panic as it struggles to take con-
trol of it.

The conspiracy theories — sensitive data being collected
through smartphone cameras while playing and that it can be
harmful to national security — have also been mooted.

Undoubtedly, the cyberworld can sometimes be dangercus.
Either with or without Pokermon Go, in the future we will surely
have new innovations that make use of augmented reality tech-
nology which will present another challenge for the state to
cope with.

Pokemon Gomay just come and go like other fads or it could
be constantly developed and stay for awhile. But instead of
trving to ban it, even just in some zones, it sounds more rational
to inform and suggest people how to play it smartly as well as
providing enough need-to-know information apart from cau-
tions. For example, advise players to read the game’s terms and
conditions clearly before allowing the app to access some pri-
vate information.

At the end of the day, on an individual level, Pokemon Go
players should be careful and responsible for their own actions.
The state and the public, on the other hand, should take it as a
good opportunity to understand the nature of augmented reality
so that they can follow the technology wisely.

But for now, letthe Pokemon Go players enjoy their childhood
fantasy with their presence of mind, they gotta catch 'em all.

Pattramon Sukprasert is a feature writer for the Life section
of the Bangkok Post.
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