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ICT proposes
4G network
for TOT

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The information and communication
technology (ICT) minister will discuss
the possibility of TOT Plc developing a
fourth-generation network on its exist-
ing 2300-megahertz spectrum with the
national telecom regulator.

The proposal is aimed at helping the
state telecom enterprise generate a new
revenue stream and capitalise on the
mobile market momentum, said a high-
ranking source at the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) who asked not to be named.

To comply with the cabinet’s require-
ments, all mobile operators including
TOT must get NBTC approval if they
want to develop a 4G network on existing
mobile frequencies.

The source said ICT Minister Uttama
Savanayana will discuss the matter with the
chairman of the NBTC'stelecom committee
and the NBTC secretary-general soon. Talks
will also include plans to increase collabo-
ration between the ICT Ministry and NBTC
to access all the benefits of the country’s
spectrum managemeit and reallocation.

TOT holds 64 MHz of bandwidth on
the 2300-MHz spectrum that are unused.
TOT also operates 3G wireless broad-
band service on 15 MHz of bandwidth
on the 2100-MHz spectrum, but has only
100,000 subscribers.

“The proposal to allow TOT to operate
4G on the 2300-MHz band {s meanttoease
conflict between the TOT and NBTC over
the 4G spectrum auctions,” the source said.

TOT’s labour union and management
are on the verge of taking legal action
against the NBTC over the 900-MHz
spectrum licence auction. It has said the
regulator has no authority to auction the
20 MHz of bandwidth because TOT still
has theright to operate the frequency after
its concession with Advanced Info Service
expired on Sept 30.

Legal action threatens to delay the auc-
tion planned for Nov 12.

The NBTC source believes the minister’s
proposal could help TOT earn more rev-
enue following the concession expiry. How-
ever, the source sald even if the proposal
was approved, he believed TOT would
still take legal action against the planned
4G auctions.
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NBTC may give
away 12 million
more digital
TV vouchers

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator is
planningtoprovideanadditional 11.99
million vouchers, with a total value of
at least Bt150 million, to support the
transition from analog to digital tele-
vision, particularly for unregistered
households and less privileged ones.

The vouchers can he used towards
the purchase of digital-TV receivers.

Led by Supinya Klangnarong,
chairwoman of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission’s committee on
consumerrightsprotection, the NBTC
is studying the possibility of granting
more of the Bt690 coupons. A previ-
ous project gave away the vouchers to
13.8 million households.

Of'the new batch of vouchers to be
issued soon by the NBTC, 1.45 million
will be reserved for registered house-
holds that have not yet received a
coupon or those households that had
trouble with the redemption process.
Another 3.62 million will be prepared

News ID: C-151016003016 (16 Oct 15/06:20)
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for newly registered households,
including new home-buyers.

A further 6.92 million will be allo-
cated for unregistered households
including less privileged ones, disabled
and elderly people, and slum commu-
nities.

Supinya said her panel was work-
ing closely with representatives from
manufacturers of digital TV receivers,
providers of digital TV signal trans-
mission, and broadcasters to ensure
that these couponswill bewell received
and transparently redeemed for pur-
chase of digital TV set-top boxes or
integrated digital TV sets.

She hopes thatall the details of the
new giveaway programme will be
ready by the end of next month. After
that, her panel will take the matter
before the NBTC's broadcasting com-
mittee for approval before kicking off
the project next year.

The estimated cost of this project is
about Bt150.47 million, which would
come out of the Bt15.8-hillion budget
to transform the ecountry into the dig-
ital-TV era.

However, she added that this new
project must be acknowledged by
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha,
leader of the ruling junta.

Thawee Udomkitchote, senior
vicepresidentof Samart Corporation,
a manufacturer of telecommunica-
tion and digital TV equipment, said
the project would help his company
as well as other makers of digital
receivers in managing theirinvento-
ry of set-top hoxes.
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Somkid plans long-term growth

Business leaders welcome the government economic team’s policies but seek reassurances about implementation details

and the length of time it will take to achieve sustainable recovery momentum, write Post reporters

he business sector has welcomed

Deputy Prime Minister Somlkid

Jatusripitalc’s pledge to rebuild

Thailand’s economic structure

so that growth resembles a Nike
“swoosh” sign in the long term.

However, businessmen have voiced con-
cerns over how to implement policies and
how long it will talke to build up recovery
momentum in a gradual way.

Mr Somlkid and his economic team
were bombarded with questions by busi-
ness leaders yesterday at Post Forum 2015
under the theme of “Rebuilding the Thai
Fconomy: Meet the Economic Team”.

RICE SUBSIDY POLICY

The rice pledging scheme is again the
centre of attention after the govern-
ment’s move to claim compensation for
its losses from former prime minister Yin-
gluck Shinawatra.

Even though the scheme caused losses
of 500 billion baht, Mr Somkid reaffirmed
that rice farmers really need the govern-
ment's help due to
the basic problem
of an oversupply
of grains.

He admitted all
types of subsidy
required mas-
sive government
spending, but in
the short termrice
farmers would be
unable to survive,
especially with
the drought affect-
ing the new harvest season.

“The aid programme for the farm sector
is essential, but the government will need
to control losses that may occur, Mr
Somkid said.

Relevant agencies will need to assess
the number of rice growers willing to

Somkid: Aid for farm
sector essential

adopt technology.

The government will implement meas-
uresto helpthem improve their harvesting
technology and also support them in cre-
ating demand among their communities.

Once rice farmers have demonstrated
their successful farming technology, others
will follow suit, Mr Somkid said.

The Commerce Ministry has been
aggressively selling rice in state stockpiles
as quickly as possible. It also seeks to sell
spoiled rice to the industrial sector for use
in production processes.

TOURISM AND AVIATION
Businessmen were interested to hear Mr
Sombkid describe the tourism sector as the
driver of the growth engine.

They are concerned about the direction
of tourism development and whether the
government will focus on quality tourists
with high spending per head.

Mr Somkid said the key to success was
the government'’s strategy to develop and
improve major tourists sites to meet this
target group.

Domestictourism should also be devel-
oped to provide substitute revenue when
the export sector is weak.

FREE TRADE AGENDA

The Commerce Ministry has been assigned

News ID: C-151016001075 (16 Oct 15/05:10)
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to conduct an in-depth study on the pros
and cons of the Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) as well as study how to encourage
Thal companies to tap into profits via vari-
ous free trade pacts to which the country
has committed.

“The TPP is a very useful one that we
need to tap into. However, we still have time
to study its pros and cons before joining the
pact,’ Mr Somkid said.

He said he had ordered the Commerce
Ministry to study the TPP issue.

The ministry is also required to conduct
an in-depth study of all free trade areas to
assess how Thal companies can gain from
economic cooperation.

Mr Somkid said Thailand had conducted
various free trade agreements including
the Japan-Thailand Economic Partnership
Agreement and others.

The ministry is expected to work closely
with the Thailand Development Research
Institute to study the issues.

E-PAYMENT PROJECT

Finance Minister Apisak Tantivorawong
told the forum that e-payments were his
priority, with plansto launch a pilot module
in a month and more modules over the
next year.

The government plans to launch
e-payments nationwide, expecting the
system to be implemented by next year
to help e-commerce and boost domestic
trade and exports.

E-payments will be another way to
help small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) by making it easier to pay via elec-
tronic cards and identification cards that
would help to bring producers, sellers
and consumers into the national taxation
system, he said.

“It will be a short cut to make it easier
for people to spend and with more trans-
parency as well as bringing all relevant
agencies to pay tax appropriately,” Mr
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Deputy Prime Minister Somkid Jatusripitak and his economic team convey the govemment’s policies to more than 1,000 people at the
forum organised by Post Publishing Co, publisher of the ‘Bangkok Post’, at Siam Paragon. PATIPAT JANTHONG

Apisak said.

The “Any ID” module will enable every-
baody to transfer money via their identifica-
tion cards.

The second module is to expand the
electronic data
capture (EDC)
system nation-
wide in order to
help cut opera-
tion costs, mostly
financial costs,
and increase the
country’s com-
petitiveness.

“The EDC will
help to cut finan-
cial costs and
make servicesand
products cheaper,” Mr Apisak said.

Moreover, the government will apply
the EDC system to reach all low-income
earners to help them access the system
and bring more taxpavers into the system.

According to the plan, all companies
will have to register for accounts, which
will be linked to relevant government agen-
cies, particularly the Revenue Department.

That means all companies will be pulled
into the government's taxation system.

“Each module we're talking about

Apisak: E-payments
to help SMEs

www.ignewsclip.com

will take a certain of time to implement.
However, I expect we would see them all
implemented by next year at best,” Mr
Apisak said.

He said the e-payment system would be
a major mechanism to support Thai SMEs
to access more clients as well as cut pro-
duction costs.

“This system will be a superhighway
to help solve financial problems. It will
be the most advanced system in Asean,
maybe even the most advanced in Asia,
one thatwill increase our competitiveness,”
Mr Apisak said.

INFRASTRUCTURE FUND

The government’s planned infrastructure
fund is expected to catch foreign inves-
tors’ eyes because of its large size, Mr
Apisak said.

He said the Finance Ministry planned
to set up only one infrastructure fund into
which all projects were pooled, giving the
advantage of diversification.

Setting up infrastructure funds for each
project might not be attractive, as some
projects are not worthwhile in investors’
view, Mr Apisak said.

As infrastructure projects take a long
time and greenfield projects could take
four or five years before seeing revenue,
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the ministry would provide a minimum
guarantee that would allow the infrastruc-
ture fund to have a high rating that would
attract funds and foreign investors.

The government plans to invest 1.9 tril-
lion baht in infrastructure projects until
2020 excluding water management. The
lion's share of investment in megaprojects
will go to double-track railways, high-speed
trains, electric trains and motorways.

REGIONAL DIGITAL HUB

The Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) Ministry has set five
policies to be launched in the next three
months in a bid to develop the govern-
ment's digital economy policy.

The policies aim to develop physical
infrastructure, especially the broadband
network, leverage smart e-government ser-
vices, promote technology start-up compa-
nies, create digital telecentres to help local
businesses and increase the number of
e-commerce businesses, and push related
digital economy draft bills.

ICT Minister Uttama Savanayana said
every additional 10% of broadband service
penetration in the country would expand
the value of GDP by 1.35%, according to
Bank of Thailand research.

The ministry is considering developing
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a national broadband palicy to foster col-
laboration with private companies to pro-
vide services for all Thais.

Mr Uttama said the agenda of smart
public service aimedto provide more safety
and transparency.

For example, all state agencies must
be able to provide services through the
paperless system so that people can access
them by showing only their smart id entifi-
cation card.

“Early next vear, at least 100 state
agencies out of
the total of 1,000
will operate the
smart service,” Mr
Uttama said.

For the plan
to promote tech
start-ups, Mr
Uttama reassured
the private sector
that the govern- VAR | W
ment would not Uttama: Digital plan
play the rale of toboost Thailand
competitor but
the ministry would support and develop
facilities as well as support collaboration
among stakeholders to promote start-
up companies.

CAT Telecom has been assigned to
become a digital accelerator promoting
tech start-up firms.

“I prefer to use the new term ‘digital
Thailand’ instead of the ‘digital economy,
as a digital Thailand means both society
and economic affairs will move towards
digital development,” Mr Uttama said.

BANKER'S VIEW

Banglcok Bank executive vice-presi-
dent Kobsak Pootrakool said an accelera-
tion in the government’s infrastructure
projects and regulatory reform of state-
owned enterprises would be the main fac-
tors laying the foundation for Thailand’s
economic growth in the future.

“We should not be too concerned about
short-term economic growth but rather
place agreater emphasis onlaying a struc-
tural platform for future growth,” he said.

Regulations related to supporting the
grass roots and enhancing research and
development projects are other meas-
ures the government should look into, Mr
Kobsak said.

He said the main reason why Thailand’s
GDP growth had been lacklustre in recent
years was that the country’s economic
structure remained unchanged.

Nowis the right time for the government
to implement reform policies.

Foreign direct investment could flow
into Thailand within three years if the
reform measures are implemented effec-
tively, but investment could flow outinthe
next two years if the reform process fails,
Mr Kobsak said.
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