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Grammy boss hopes footie spat about to be resolved

POST REPORTERS

Euro 2012 sanctioning body Uefa may
grant special permission for the remain-
ing football tournament matches to be
broadcast on all platforms, GMM
Grammy chairman Paiboon
Damrongchaitham says.

Grammy, the Euro 2012 broadcast
rights holder for Thailand, has been
embroiled in a spat with pay-TV operator
True Visions, leaving millions of football
fans in the dark since the tournament
began on June 8.

“Icalled Uefa and told them the Euro
football tournament is very popular

among Thais,”” Mr Paiboon said after a
meeting with the Consumer Protection
Board yesterday.

“The union executives told me Uefa
isready to reconsider Grammy's request
for permission to broadcast the matches
on all platforms.”

Euro 2012 matches have only been
shown on terrestrial channels 3, 5 and
Modernine TV.

True Visions’ broadcasts of these
channels through its cable and satellite
platforms have been scrambled during
matches. Viewers can only watch these
games with a conventional aerial or a
Grammy-brand set-top box.

Mr Paiboon said Uefa’s policy is for
the Euro tournament to be broadcast to
as much of the world as possible and
the union is “delighted”’ that football is
so popular in Thailand.

He said he was confident Uefa “will
consider our new request in a very
positive way’’.

Mr Paiboon said all pay-TV operators
were required to submit their plans by
yesterday to encrypt their signals to make
the matches available only in Thailand.
These encryption plans would be
presented to Uefa.

Representatives of Grammy were last
night flying to Poland, the co-host of

News ID: C-120616001004 (16 Jun 12/06:30)
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Euro 2012, to meet Uefa officials. Mr
Paiboon expects Uefa will respond to
Grammy’s request today.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC),
which regulates broadcasting operations
in Thailand, ordered Grammy and True
Visions to allow pay-TV subscribers to
view the matches.

When they failed to comply, the NBTC
fined True Visions 20,000 baht a day
from June 8 until the broadcasts begin.

Late last week, Grammy sent a special
request to Uefa to allow it to broadcast
the matches through True Visions. But
Uefa rejected the request on Wednesday

asithad arrived past the June 1 deadline.

Despite the renewed hint of “good
news’’, Mr Paiboon asked Thai viewers
to “understand” if Uefa rejected the
request again.

True Visions chief executive officer
Supachai Chearavanond, who joined Mr
Paiboon in meeting the Consumer Pro-
tection Board yesterday, said True will
immediately begin broadcasting the
remaining matches if Uefa grants
approval.
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GMM Grammy chairman Paiboon Damrongchaitham, left, and Suphachai Chearavanont, CEO of True Corp, the parent firm of True Visions, meet for government-brokered talks at Government House to try to resolve the dispute over the

Euro 2012 Football Championship broadcasting rights. The two executives have promised to do all they can to help would-be football viewers. CHANAT KATANYU

EURO 2012 BROADCAST SAGA

i
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» Senior GMM executives head to Europe
to make last-ditch broadcast plea

FROM LEFT:
Paiboon ‘
Damrongchaitham,
chairman of GMM
Grammy; Supachai
Chearavanont, CEO

' of True

Corporation; and

| PM's Office

. Minister Woravat
Aua-pinyakul in
talks before the
press conference

at Government
House yesterday.

NATION

THIENATION

he = dispute  inveolving
TrueVisions and GMM
Grammy over the rights to
broadeast live Euro 2012 matches
took another twist yesterday, with
the chiefs of both conglomerates
chatting together under the media-
tion of'a Cabinet member with over-
sight of consumer-protection issues.
Paiboon  Damrongchaitham,
chairman of GMM Grammy, which
purchased the television rights from
Uefa, and Supachai Chearavanont,
CEO of True Corporation, which has
been under fire for failing to deliver
a live feed of the matches to
TrueVisions subscribers; yesterday
talked for an hour in the presence of
PM’s Office Minister Woravat Aua-

pinyakul. Woravat said the authori-
ties were monitoring GMM’s efforts
in the case.

Speaking with the press after one-
hour talks behind closed doors,
Paiboon delivered some ambiguous
remarks about “GMM Grammy pos-
sibly violating Uefa’s refusal to allow
TrueVisions to re-broadcast the
football games.”

“I will probably show the live
matches [on both free TV channels
and True Channels], breaking the
[ Uefa]rule, but there mustbe some-
body ordering me to do so. I will not
be the only one held responsible,
becauseifthe ruleisbroken and they
pull the plug, then all screens [on
both free-TV channels and GMM Z
set-top boxes ] will go dark. How are
we all going to solve the problem

then? How are we going to fight the
lawsuits to be lodged [by Uefa]
against us?" he said.

Paiboon said that yesterday
he dispatched a team of GMM
Grammy senior executives to Europe
tohold talks with Uefa overtheissue.
They would submit the names of
broadcastersin Thailand wantingto
air the remaining live football
matches.

SIGNS OF SYMPATHY

“If Uefa doesn’t accept new terms
in this meeting, it will likely turn us
all down, but this time we will talk
with Uefa in person with all neces-
sary documents available. And the
way Uefa has been responding to us
so far, they've shown signs of sym-
pathy for us, but we have to be pre-
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pared if Uefa turns down all new
‘terms,” he added.

Asked to clarify his “violating
Uefa’s rule” comment, and whether
GMM Grammy would be making
this decision alone, Paiboon said:
“This condition is essential, and
[members of the media] please be
very careful about this point. The
igsue [the broadeasting dispute in
Thailand] has been closely moni-
tored by Uefa representatives in
Thailand to protect its rights.
Everyone is very concerned about
this and will not let me diealone,” he
said, without elaborating.

Asked whether, in the event that
Uefa permitted GMM Grammy to
allow TrueVisions to relay live feeds
to TrueVisions subscribers free of
charge, buyers who purchased GMM
Z set-top boxes would seek damages
from GMM Grammy, Paiboon said
he and Supachai would join hands
in dealing with this particular mat-
ter. “But buyers will be fully com-
pensated, and Khun Supachai is a
gentleman who will share responsi-
bilities on this,” he said.

Supachai, asked whether True
subscribers would watch the
remaining live matches for free if
Uefa permitted re-broadcasting on
True channels, said it would depend
on the conditions of Uefa’s approval.

“For example, if permission is not
given by Uefa to broadcast through
the free channels [3, 5 and 97, the
matches will be aired in a special
package and that would require fees
from subscribers.”

Woravat said adecision from Uefa
should be known by next week after
its officials met with the GMM
Grammy senior executives, who
were expected to leave Thailand
either yesterday evening or this
morning,

Somporn Theerarojpong, chief
executive officer of PSI Holding, a
majorsatellite TV settrader and dis-
tributor, said the company had sub-
mitted requests to re-broadcast live
Euro 2012 matches to GMM
Grammy yesterday.

“What we are waiting foris Uefa’s
answer,” Somporn said.
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~casting of Euro 20:

f -:om a
Natwn
Unwersz

KWANHIAM KAEWSUWAN W
THENATION Modmeaiaal sl ey
The country’s current }mﬁtestmsue
- the controversy over the bro:
footballn
discus-

matches = was put up

‘ sion at a Nation Umversﬂ;y cla.ss=-

room yesterday. :
‘Nation Multimedia Group
'(NMG) chairman Suthichai Yoon

raised the issue for debate by first

Limprungpatanaklj teachaclassc

ﬁrmndmg ‘an overview of the row
etween GMM Grammy and cable
television provider TrueVisions,
which has dominated news reports
‘over the past few weeks. '
- GMM Grammy, the sole holder
of the tournament’s broadcasting
rights in Thailand, has to date
allowed the matches to be broad-
cast on free-to-air channels only.
TrueVisions has been fighting
fiercely to be allowed to relay the
matches via its satellite signal too.
. “Why has this problem

" ocoutred? Who at fault> Whats
your opinion?” Suthlt:haia;skadbzs; _

students. ]

~ In line with Nation Umvers_
plnlusoph profBSSiinals are con-
~ducting classes to equip the stu-

“dents with professwnal skﬂ]s and

-verpomts )5
, Sutlnchmiled thls dlscmssmn
'a,longmde Nation Broadcasting
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A&xsa.k lepmngpata.n Ayl
: anyapisit Le.rtbamrungchm,
a secon -year student at the uni-
versity's ~ Faculty of  Mass
Commumcatlon, said that though
hewasnotin aposition tocomment
- onwhowas wrong, he felt the prob-
. lem should be brought to an end.
“This problem has. hurtm&ny con=,
'sumers,” hesaid. i
Thanyapisitis managmg edJ.‘tﬁl‘ “
ofthe Nation UMG project. 4
Another student stood up to
w éxpress her opinions. “GMM
Grammy has paid a lot for the
 broadcasting rights. 1 understand
»that it will want to protect its b‘usu- ‘
ness interest in this case,” second-
; yea.r student Rungroj Suksusas said.
© Suthichai reminded the stu-
- dents that expressing one’s opin-
‘ions was a good thing, but one
should understand that no single

NATION/PAKDEE §

- NATION MULTIMEDIA Group: chairman Suth|cha| Yoon, rlght and Natu:m Broadcastmg Corporatfon president Adisak
,_tudents at the Nation Umversatys centre in Bangkok yesterday.
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opinion is éither absolutely rlght
or absolutely wrong:  /

“The point here is that we need'

I tolook at an issue from all aspects,”

‘he explained. “No matter which
‘field of study you are in, you have
to have a comprehenswe wew—
point o |

On the - GMM
Grammy/TmeVisions | quarrel,
Suthichai believes the National
Broadcasting = and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) should play a greater role:
However, he conceded that the
NBTC could not have complete
authority over the case because both:
these companies had been set up
before the television watchdog was:
‘created.

Adisak, meanwhile, encouraged
students to gain as much informa-
tion as they can on the NBTC
because this agency will play a
much greater role in the field of
media.

“The NBTC has 11 m.embers,
whose appointments were given
royal endorsement last year,”
(Adisak said. ’ -
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