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The NBTC’s must-carry rule seeks to insure
rebroadcasting of free TV content. B8

Must-carry
rule seeks to
end disputes

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
hasinsisted the must-carry rule governing
the broadcasting industry will signifi-
cantly eliminate chronic copyright vio-
lation problems in the country.

The regulation will also allow pay-TV
operators to receive the right to rebroad-
cast free TV content to their customers
free of charge, says Natee Sukonrat, chair-
man of NBTC’s broadcasting committee.

The NBTC held a public hearing on
the draft of the must-carry rule yesterday.

The revised draft will be submitted to
the NBTC board for approval tomorrow,
before being published in the Royal
Gazette.

The broadcast-
ing committee
approved the draft
must-carry rule
last week, which is
meant to prevent
free-TV pro-
grammes being
blocked on some

platforms due to
copyright restric-
tions.

Al A a

Natee: Pay-TVto
receive content

Col Natee said
the rule will apply to both analogue
terrestrial TV channels and digital TV
for household use.

Under the draft must-carry, free-TV
operators must pass all of their content
to all broadcasting platforms nationwide
unconditionally.

Transmission frequencies for radio,
broadcasting and telecommunications
are considered national resources for
the public.

Col Natee warned companies holding
media rights, including those for the
recent Euro 2012 football tournament,
they must be aware of this rule before
striking any deals with free-TV operators.

Section 4 (2) of the draft must-carry
says the right of free re-broadcast will
not be imposed if the rebroadcaster plans
to use the content for a commercial
purpose.

TV operators wanting to rebroadcast
copyrighted content in a public area
such as restaurants and pubs will be
subject to a licensing fee.
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FREE-TV OPERATORS CONCERNED OVER COPYRIGHT IMPLICATIONS OF MUST-CARRY RULE

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

While the TV broadcasting industry’s
opinion on the draft must-carry rule
is generally positive, free-TV opera-
tors expressed concern yesterday that
it might lead to their being faced with
copyright-violation problems.

' Theirconcern was aired at a public
hearing on the must-carry draft at
Bangkok's Century Park Hotel, organ-
ised by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC).

Speaking as the representative of
the six free-T'V channels, Surin
Krittayaphonphun, executive vice
president at BEC, suggested that the

draft should specify that passed-
through programmesshould comprise
the same contentasthat which is aired
in real time.

Transmission should notbeallowed
to result in copyright violation, while
cable-and satellite-TV operators pass-
ing through such content should not
be permitted to use it for commercial
purposes, he said.

The countrys current free-TV
channels are BEC’s ThaiTV3, the
Army’s TV5, BBTV’s Channel 7,
MCOT'sModernine TV, NBT and Thai
Public  Broadcasting  Service
(ThaiPBS).

Surin added thatthesix broadeast-
ers were concerned about their exist-
ingterrestrial broadcasting rights, and

would considerittobeacopyrightvio-
lation if'such copyrighted contentwere
to be transmitted via other media
channelssuch ascableandsatellite TV.

To prevent such a problem, Surin
said his companywould reviseitsexist-
ing copyright contracts for broadcast-
ing imported TV series and shows.

Meanwhile, Wichit Auraree-
vorakul, executive adviser of the
Thailand Cable TV Association, said
the NBTC should allow free-TV oper-
atorstoextend their broadcasting serv-
ice from terrestrial to cable and satel-
lite services, if necessary.

In response to the copyright con-
cern expressed by free-T'V operators,
Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC’s broadcasting committee,
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Transmission should not
be allowed to result in
copyright violation,
while cable- and
satellite-TV operators
passing through such
content should not be
permitted to use it for
commercial purposes.

ingisted that the must-carry rule would
not violate copyright restrictions as it
had alreadybeenjointlyacknowledged
and accepted that cable-and satellite-
TV receivers were considered to be
conventional TV antennas.

He said that under the must-carry
rule, the NBTC was aiming to imple-
ment universal service obligation. in
the broadcasting industry, as trans-
mission frequencies for radio or tele-
vision broadcasting and telecommu-
nication are considered national
resources for the public interest.

Therefore, free-to-air TV operators
must beresponsiblefor providing pub-
lic broadcasting services across the
country on any platform, he said.

Moreover, those companies that

hold media rights must be aware of
this regulation before striking any
dealswith free-TV operators, he added.

The must-carry rules are expected
to be imposed on both existing analog
terrestrial television channels and
coming digital services.

Once the NBTC issues licences for
digital TV broadcasting, network
providers must carry public broad-
casting services, such as NBT and
ThaiPBS. However, network providers
willbeabletoselect commercial chan-
nels voluntarily.

/ Afteryesterday’s publichearing, the
revised must-carry draft will be sub-
mitted for NBTC approval tomorrow,
before the regulation is announced in
the Royal Gazette.
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