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NBTC gives nod to 4G auction design

Decision brings end to
months of wrangling

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The dust kicked up over the fourth-gen-
eration (4G) spectrum auction has settled
after the telecom regulator formally agreed
to sell a combined 30 megahertz on the
1800-MHz band in November.

After months oflegal argument, the tel-
ecom committee of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) yesterday approved the

sale of two licences for 15 MHz each on
the 1800-MHz spectrum.

The NBTC board also approved the final
draft of the auction design for the 1800-
MHz spectrum.

The regulator’s resolution paves the way
for the spectrum auction to take place on
Nov 11.

A public hearing via the NBTC website
on the details of the auction design will
begin tomorrow. The design is expected
to be published in the Royal Gazette by
Aug 26.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said the resolution followed recent
approval of the ad hoc digital economy
committee that ordered CAT Telecom

to return its unused five MHz on the
1800-MHz spectrum to the NBTC for the
4G auction.

The return of the unused block will
increase the total bandwidth up for auc-
tion to 30 MHz.

The starting price of each 15 MHz
licence will be 13.92 billion baht, up from
the earlier proposal of 11.6 billion for
12.5 MHz.

If the number of bidders is equal to or
lower than the number of licences avail-
able, the starting price will rise to 19.89
billion baht for a licence, which is valid
for 19 years.

The licensees are required to roll out
their 4G networks nationwide and cover

40% of the population within four years
of obtaining a licence.

Mr Takorn said a single telecom opera-
tor with more than 60 MHz of bandwidth
could still take part in the 4G auction, but
a winning bidder must return any excess
amount of bandwidth to the NBTC if its
overall spectrum exceeds 60 MHz.

The NBTC expects the auctions for the
1800- and 900-MHz bands to occur in
November and December respectively.
The proceeds could generate up to 200
billion baht for the related economic
system, plus 70 billion baht in auction
fees to the state.

The regulator will let bidders pur-
chase applications for the 4G auction by
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September. Bidders must submit their
applications on Oct 21.

“Licences to provide 4G service will be
awarded in December” Mr Takorn said.
“4G commercial service can expect to be
launched by February next year”

He said the NBTC's telecom panel yes-
terday also approved the auction design
for the 900-MHz band.

The reserve price of each 10-MHz
licence of the 900-MHz spectrum will be
11.26 billion baht, or 70% of the real spec-
trum value.

If the number of bidders is equal or
lower than the number of licences, the
reserve price will increase to 16.08 billion
baht. Each licence will be valid for 15 years.
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NBTC board favours two spectrum auctions on Nov 11

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BOARD of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission yesterday
approved in principle its telecom committee's plan
toauction all four licences of the 1,800- and 900-
megahertz spectra on November 11, which are
expected to bring in up-front fees of at least Bt50
billion.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
after the board meeting yesterday that the
1,800MHz licences would be auctioned in the morn-
ing of November 11and the 900MHz licences in the
afternoon.

There will be two 900MHz licences up for bid,
each offering 10MHz of bandwidth. The minimum
bid for this licence is Bt11.26 billion.

However, TOT this week informed the NBTC that
it wanted to keep 10MHz of this band for its own use
after the 900MHz concession it granted to
Advanced Info Service (AIS) ends in September.

As things currently stand, there will be two
licences on the 1,800MHz spectrum up for grabs,
each for 12.5MHz of bandwidth. The minimum bid is
Bt11.6 billion per licence.

CAT Telecomis in the process of transferring an
idle 5MHz of bandwidth on 1,800MHz, currently held
by Total Access Communication (DTAC), to the
NBTC for auction. If the state agency successfully
transfers this bandwidth, the NBTC will have 30MHz
of 1,800MHz for auction, up from the present
25MHz. It will divide the total bandwidth into two
licences, each with 15MHz bandwidth. The minimum
bid will be Bt13.92 billion per licence.

The NBTC board will inform the Information and

Communications Technology Ministry that CAT
should hand over the 5MHz without any conditions
by September 25, as prospective bidders will submit
their proposals on September 30. If CAT fails to do
so, the NBTC will go ahead and auction only 25MHz.

The ICT Ministry is in the process of amending the
CAT concession granted to DTAC to facilitate this
spectrum handover.

Takorn believes that there will be fierce competi-
tionin the auctions and the number of bidders will
exceed the number of the available licences.
According to the Frequency Allocation Law, NBTC
will transfer all auction up-front fees to the state.

He said the new telecom licences would put
Bt169 billion into the economy next year before
surging to Bt270 billion in 2017 as a result of
investments in cellular transmission networks
and content.
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Headline: Admin court allows Peace TV back on air

Clip: Black/White

Admin court allows Peace TV back on air

The Administrative Court has issued an
injunction allowing Peace TV to air until
it rules on its revoked licence complaint.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
revoked the red-shirt station’s licence on
April 27, saying it had repeatedly breached
licensing terms and the junta’s orders
on broadcasting.

Peace Television Co Ltd, the station’s
operator, petitioned the Administrative
Court against the decision.

News ID: C-150717001015 (17 Jul 15/04:43)
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The court yesterday said that in revoking
the red-shirt TV’slicence, the NBTC had not
allowed the TV operator to explain its side
of the story or to produce evidence or hear
its witnesses. As a result the ban could be
illegitimate, the court said.

Peace TV can continue to air but it
must comply with junta orders and with
all licensing rules, the court said.

Jatuporn Promphan, a Peace TV execu-
tive, said the station would be back on air
on Monday.
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Headline: Court injunction allows red shirts’ Peace TV back on air
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Court injunction allows red
shirts’ Peace TV back on air

THE NATION

THE CENTRAL Administrative
Courtyesterdayissued atemporary
injunction allowing Peace TV to
return to the airwaves after the
broadcasting regulator revoked its
licence in April.

The red-shirt satellite station
appealed tothe courtin Maytoseek
the injunction.

Peace TV executives said the sta-
tionwould be back on air next week
after it began broadcasting on
YouTube when its licence was
revoked.

Jatuporn Promphan, the leader
of the opposition red-shirt move-
ment, said the station’s“Mong Klai”
programme — which sparked the
dispute with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission - would
remain off the air.

The five members ofthe NBTC’s
broadcasting committee will con-
vene an urgent meeting today on
this issue.

On April 30, the committee
approved by a majority vote to pull

News ID: C-150717003028 (17 Jul 15/06:07)
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the politics-oriented station’s
licence forbreaching an agreement
with theregulatorand ordersissued
by the junta.

Colonel Natee Sukonrat, chair-
man of the broadcasting commit-
tee, said it had revoked the licence
becauseithad notsee anyimprove-
ment in the station’s content.

On March 30, the NBTC sus-
pended Peace TV'slicence forseven
days after ruling that it violated the
pact with it and National Council
tor Peace and Order’s announce-
ments No 97/2557 and No
103/2557.

Peace TV, which was formerly
known as the Democracy News
Network, was among 12 politics-
oriented satellite TV channels,
including the yellow-shirt ASTV,
the Democrat Party-backed Blue
Sky and the red shirts’ Asia Update,
thatagreed with thetermsand con-
ditions laid down by the junta.

Those channels also agreed to
change their names and de-politi-
cise their content in order to be
allowed back on the airwaves
around September.
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