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Headline: NBTC urged to change fee system
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NBTC urged
to change
fee system

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Digital TV operators have called on the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) to change
the collection of digital TV licence fees to
a flat rate throughout the 15-year period.

The Radio and Television Broadcasting
Professional Federation (RTBPF) yesterday
submitted a letter to the NBTC on behalf of
digital TV operators.

They also wantto delay the 2% payment
to the universal service obligation fund.

Meanwhile, the regulator wants to
update the second licence fee payment
of 24 digital TV operators, which is due in
May, before making a decision.

RTBPF president Chamnan Siritan said
digital TV operators wanted the flat-rate
licence fee because they were affected
by the delay in the digital TV subsidy
coupon distribution scheme and the lack
of a national campaign to build awareness
among the public.

The RTBPF also wants the NBTC to con-
sider extending the licence term to 20 vears
from 15 in order to compensate for loss of
opportunities caused by the delayed sub-

News ID: C-150217001068 (17 Feb 15/05:55)
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sidy voucher distribution.

“The flat-rate licence fee is a better
scheme, one that will not create a heavy
financial burden for digital TV operators
during the first few yvears of operations,”
Ms Chamnan said.

Currently, the licence fee will be paid in
six payments. Digital TV auction winners
will pay the reserved price of the digital TV
licence in four parts — 50% in the first year,
30% in the second, 10% in the third and 10%
in the fourth.

For the surplus, they will pay six times
— 10% in the first and second years and
then 20% in the third, fourth, fifth and sixth.

Ms Chamnan said the RTBPF also
wanted the NBTC to reconsider the con-
ditions of digital TV voucher redemption
ta cover satellite TV set-top boxes, the main
platform for TV viewing among Thais.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the regulator would submit a letter
to the Council of State and the Finance Min-
istry asking them to consider an extension
ofthe digital TV licence fee payment, which
is expected to be clarified next month.

The second payment of the digital TV
licence fee is worth 8 billion baht.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC would bring
these proposals for consideration at tomor-
row's board meeting.

Last November, the NBTC approved a
one-year extension of digital TV licence
fee payment, which is due this May, but
the proposal has not been finalised and
approved by the Council of State and the
Finance Ministry.

This means the payment due date
remains unchanged, a major concern for
digital operators.
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Column: NEWS FEED: PER-SECOND BILLING

Clip: Full Color

PER-SECOND BILLING

True Corp and Advanced Info
Service have introduced some air-
time packages featuring per-second
billing, National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said yesterday. :

He added that the other state
and private telecom operators had
to offer similar per-second-billing
packages by the March 1 deadline.

Total Access Communication
(DTAC) said yesterday that it was
ready to launch per-second-billing
packages of its post-paid and pre-
paid call services and would
announce themby March 1.

The NBTC and five telecom oper-
ators agreed late last month that all
their airtime call packages launched
between February 16 and March 1,
depending on their readiness, would
billona per-second basis.
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