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Brits urge UK probe of Koh Tao case

90,000 sign up for
independent inquiry

POST REPORTERS

Dismayed by the gruesome murders of two
British tourists on Koh Tao and disgruntled
with the sluggish reaction of Thai authori-
ties, the British public has spearheaded
a campaign to demand its government
undertake an independent investigation
into the case.

Nearly 90,000 Britons have signed an
online petition which was launched on
Oct 4 on change.org. The petition urges
British Prime Minister David Cameron, the
government of the United Kingdom and
UK Ambassador to Thailand Mark Kent
to independently investigate the murders.

British tourists, Hannah Witheridge, 23,
and David Miller, 24, were found bludg-
eoned to death in the early hours of Sept
15 on Sairee Beach.

The British law stipulates that an e-peti-
tion with at least 100,000 signatures can be
debated in the House of Commons.

Jerseyeveningpost.com, a UK-based
news website, reported that hundreds of
protesters were expected to gather outside
the prime minister’s office at 10 Downing
Street today and hand over the petition.

There are growing concerns over how
investigations into the deaths of British
tourists in Thailand are conducted, and
many victims’ families have filed com-
plaints with the Thai embassy in London.

Nadhavathna Krishnamra, charge
d’affaires of the Thai embassy in London,
said today’s event would mainly involve
the handing over of the petition.

Human rights advocate Surapong
Kongchantuk said that if the campaign
succeeds the UK government would be
pressured to intervene.

However, it would not be able to
interfere with the judicial process under
Thai law.

Meanwhile, the parents of the two
Myanmar murder suspects will travel
to Thailand to visit their sons who are
detained at Koh Samui prison.

U Htoo Chit, chairman of the Founda-
tion for Education and Development, told
Myanmar news organisation Mizzima ear-
lier this week that U Tun Tun Htike and
May Thein, parents of Win Zaw Htun, along
with Phyu Shwe Nu, mother of suspect Zaw
Lin, will visit Thailand for a month with the
help of the Myanmar government and the
Myanmar Association Thailand.

Mr Zaw's mother told the BBC the case
had been fixed and her son was a scape-
goat. She said her son should tell the police
“the truth” — that he was not guilty. The
Office of Public Prosecution Region 8 is
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expected to indict the suspects next week.

Meanwhile, Mark Kent yesterday met
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nication Commission (NBTC) member
Supinya Klangnarong, demanding the
Thai media to be ethical in its reporting
of the case.

Ms Supinya said she had received com-
plaints from Mr Kent that Koh Tao victims’
passports have been published by the
media and on social media.

Mr Kent told her crime victims’ personal
information should not be passed on to
the media if it contains no news value.
She said the NBTC was trying to improve
media ethics, but social media was beyond
its remit.
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The father of a Myanmar national
accused of killing two Britons on Koh
Tao has said his son, Win Zaw Htun, is
innocent. “He isn’t an aggressive
person and has good morality as far as
| know. He wouldn’'t commit such
violence. In addition, the British guy
[killed] was bigger than my son,” Tun
Tun Htaik was quoted as saying by
Eleven Media, a Myanmar newspaper.
>>2A

British Ambassador tohTha

Commission member Supinya Klangnarong at NBTC headquarters.

Father swears
his son is
innocent

ELEVEN MEDIA, MIZZIMA
THE NATION

THEFATHER ofaMyanmar nation-
al accused of killing two Britons on
Koh Tao has insisted that this son,
Win Zaw Htun, is innocent. “My son
isn’t an aggressive person and has
good morals,” he said.

“He would never commit such a
violent act. Plus, the British man [he
allegedly killed] is bigger than my

son,” Tun Tun Htaik was quoted as
saying by Myanmar’s Eleven Media.

The families of the two Myanmar
nationals accused of killing David
Miller and Hannah Witheridge have
arrived in Thailand with the help of
the Myanmar government, Mizzima
newspaper reported.

Ko Tun Tun Htike and his wife,
parentsofthe second suspect Zaw Lin
o, arrived in Thailand on Sunday, the
paper reported. The Myanmar
embassy in Thailand willlook afterthe
families, Htoo Chit, chairman of the
Foundation for Education and
Development, said.

Tun Tun Htike and May Thein,
parents of 21-year-old Win Zaw, and
Phyu Shwe Nuand Thein Shwe Aung,
the mother and uncle of Zaw Lin, 21,
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would remain in Thailand for about
a month.

Htoo Chit said NGOs wanted to
helpthe menbecausetheybelieved in
their innocence.

“Aftervisiting Thailand tolookinto
the case, we can tell you clearly that
the two young men are not the killers.
We can say that they are not guilty as
accused,” Htoo Chit said.

Separately, British Ambassador to
Thailand Mark Kent yesterday met

with National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
member Supinya Klangnarong,.
Afterthe meeting, Kentsaid media
freedom came with responsibilities,
adding that it was important for the
media to observe professional ethics.
However, he said, he did not mean to
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tellthe Thaimediahowtodotheirjob.
“Press freedom is necessary but it
mustrespecta persons rights, hesaid.

Cooperation is being sought with

the NBTC for future coverage of the
casethatisbalanced and free fromthe
violation of personal rights and does
not affect the feelings of the victim’s
relatives, he said. “I have come as a
representative of British peopletotell
of an issue new [to the Thai media]
regarding the violation of personal
rights. Thave met NBTC to seek coop-
eration. Thisshould be the best[solu-
tion] and, hopefully, the Thai media
would agree,” he added.
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Probe into Govt House mics raises concerns

Prime Minister’s Office Minister ML Panadda Diskul demonstrates the use of the audio system in Government House’s meeting room, in this file photo.

Thai
Pulse

A

Compiled by VEERA PRATEEPCHAIKUL and ATIYA ACHAKULWISUT

Th probe into the costly microphone
e purchase at Government House has
raised questions, says a Thai Rath columnist.

A few days ago, Gen Anantaporn Kan-
chanarat, chairman of the committee examin-
ing expenditure in the government sector, said
the investigation did not find any irregularity in
the procurement of the pricey microphones.

He was quoted as saying the authorities who
were responsible for the procurement had good
intentions. They wanted the devices installed
quickly so they could be put to use in time for
when Government House reopened. As such,
the microphones were installed before a deal
was negotiated and signed.

However, Thai Rath columnist Mae Look
Chan said he still has questions about the huge
difference between the price quoted by the
company to the Department of Public Works,

News ID: C-141017001064 (17 Oct 14/05:55)
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Town and Country Planning, which bought
the microphones, and the price posted on the
company's website.

Writing in Thai Rath yesterday, the writer
said the price difference was considerable.

The company, he said, quoted each of the 181
microphones at 140,000 baht while the price
of the same product posted on the website was
70,000 baht.

Likewise, the 28 sets of 60-inch wall televi-
sions to be installed at Government House were
quoted at 520,000 baht whereas the market
price of televisions of similar specifications
range from 70,000 baht to 100,000 baht each,
he said.

Mae Look Chan asked why the investigating
committee headed by Gen Anantaporn failed to
find anything unusual in the price difference.

Can claims of “good intentions” (to finish
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work quickly) be cited as an excuse by govern-
ment agencies for buying products at excessive
prices at will? He called on Gen Anantaporn to
clear up the matter.

The newspaper columnist went on to raise
three more issues with the probe committee

7.

Gen Anantaporﬁ Kanchanarat rules out graft in the
audio system purchase at Government House.

which he said should be answered.

1. Is it possible for a government agency to
procure products from a supplier without call-
ing for bids?

2. Is it possible for a government agency to let
a supplier install its products first without any
price negotiations?

3. Is it possible for products to be delivered
before a deal is signed?

Mae Look Chan asked if the deal would have
gone through had the matter not been exposed
by the media.

He predicted more procurements of pricey
microphones from the same supplier would
take place now every party has been cleared by
the investigating committee.

Set-top box
swap fears

columnis Lom Plien Thit from

Thai Rath asks if
many people entitled to the 690-baht discount
coupons for buying set top boxes for digital TV
will not in fact exchange them.

He says their homes are already equipped
with cable or satellite TV and can watch digital
broadcasts under a must-carry arrangement
imposed on broadcasters.

Writing in Thai Rath yesterday, the writer

News ID: C-141017001064 (17 Oct 14/05:55)
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said this group accounts for 70% of viewers or
16 million out of the 22.9 million households
who are entitled to discount coupons from the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC).

The writer said he believes the set-top boxes
for which the vouchers can be redeemed will
be of poor quality like the tablets which were
distributed free to primary students by the

Yingluck Shinawatra government. Many of
these tablets have stopped working and cannot
be repaired.

He said the set-top boxes could end up
facing a similar fate as they are operated by
remote control devices and once the devices
become non-functional, the set-top boxes will
be useless.

The 15,800 million baht budget for the
coupon scheme could go to waste, he said.

Lom said the NBTC plans to distribute cou-
pons to another 12.8 million households which
were left out of the initial estimate because
they do not have proper household registra-
tion papers.

The additional coupons mean the NBTC will
have to dish out another 8-9 billion baht, said
the writer, adding he believes about seven mil-
lion households out of this group will not watch
digital TV and will not exchange their coupons
for set-top boxes.

This, he noted, will provide a good opportu-
nity for unscrupulous people to “buy” the cou-
pons from this group and use them to exchange
for cash from the box suppliers.

Values protest
raises ire

by high school students
against the National

A protes

Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) order for
them to recite its 12 values has provoked a lively
response on the internet.

On Tuesday, a group of youngsters calling
itself the Education Group for Liberated Thai-
land gathered outside the Ministry of Education

Students submit a petition to the Ministry of
Education against the junta’s order to have them
recite its 12 values for Thais.
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A department stores puts up a counter where customers can exchange their 690-baht discount voucher for

a set-top box.

to oppose the government’s order, according to
Naew Na newspaper.

The group, led by its secretary-general
Nathanan Warintharavej, put on a symbolic act
of protest by reciting the junta’s 12 values for
Thais. These include loving the country, religion
and the monarchy and respecting one’s elders.
The students recited the values to a youngster
wearing a mask of prime minister Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

Placards carried by the group said: “Listen to
children to make changes to education’, “values
can’t be forced’, and “learning is through action,
not recitation.”

According to Voice News, Ms Nathanan said
the idea that students should not be involved in
education reform is backward.

“Students stand to be affected the most by
education reform. Their input, based on direct
experience, should lead to quality changes,” Ms
Nathanand said.

Social activist Jon Ungphakorn wrote on his
Facebook page that he admired the students’
courage in showing their stance in such an
intellectually oppressive atmosphere.

He felt saddened by the negative tone of
comments posted in response to the report on
the Naew Na website.

News ID: C-141017001064 (17 Oct 14/05:55)

“It looks like the future of Thailand will
remain bleak for a long time,” Mr Jon wrote.

Netizen Prim Praphawong asked what is
the point of consulting youngsters on educa-
tion reform.

“A curriculum must be prepared by experts.
A student’s duty is to learn. How knowledgeable
are you? I see how youngsters behave and am
not surprised why we end up at the bottom of
Asean. It would be better to find knowledge and
put it in your brain than to protest,” he wrote.

Another netizen, Pitak Kwanpean, said if
people who finish college end up as stupid as
these protesters, he would rather not send his
children to university.

“Why don't you stay on for a long time?” he
asked, in a message to the NCPO. "It will help
frustrate these students to death,” he wrote.

Phinit Khumwong, however, said if young-
sters who dare to show a different opinion are
labelled “stupid’; “evil” or “protesters for hire’,
it should not be a surprise if they view adults as
dictatorial and behind the times.

“If we want to improve the country or the
quality of our youngsters, we have to improve
ourselves first,” he said.

Contact thaipulse@bangkokpost.co.th
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