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BROADCASTING

TV operators have
toned down the
colour saturation
of their
programmes to pay
tribute to the late
King. PAWAT
LAOPAISARNTAKSIN

Media dialled down during royal cremation period

NANAT SUCHIVA

October has been a month of remem-
brance, as Thais are mourning the loss of
the late King Bhumibol, who passed away
one year ago.

As the day of the royal cremation draws
closer, TV stations and other media players
are marking the sombre occasion.

Earlier this month, TV stations began
modifying their programming and adver-
tisements for 30 days, mostly switching
to show monochrome pictures to pay
their respects.

In line with guidelines from the Media
Agency Association of Thailand (MAAT),
digital TV operators have stopped broad-
casting entertainment-related TV pro-
grammes to pay tribute to the late King
during the month-long commemora-
tion period. The MAAT has categorised
the suspension of TV programmes into
four periods.

First, digital TV operators were allowed
to broadcast advertisements as normal
from Oct 1 to 12 but were required to adapt
their tone to be sufficiently respectful.

During the second phase, from Oct 13
to 24, digital TV operators are required to
tone down the colour saturation for both TV
programmes and advertisements by 40%,
while avoiding entertainment-related TV
programmes, especially those featuring
rude language.

Third, from Oct 25 to 27, digital TV oper-
ators are obliged to suspend their normal
schedules and advertisements, only show-
ing commemorative programming, while
commercials will only depict company
logos and content honouring the late King.

Finally, digital TV operators will be

allowed to resume broadcasting their
normal programmes, but the broadcasts
should not be too bright in terms of pic-
ture and sound, while improper content
containing violence, sex or rude language
in the initial post-royal cremation period
should be avoided.

SET-listed MCOT Plc, the operator of
MCOT HD and MCOT Family, has, for
instance, rearranged its normal program-
ming for the whole month in line with
the government and MAAT’s guidelines,
including its radio station broadcasts.

The state-enterprise digital TV channel
will reduce its colour saturation by 40%,
broadcast programming related to royal

activities and tasteful advertisements,
while all entertainment-related content
and advertisements will be suspended for
three days, starting from the royal crema-
tion, which takes place on Oct 26.

MCOT president Kemmatat Paladesh
said the TV programme reshuffle will
strictly follow the guidelines from the
National Broadcasting Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) and MAAT to
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pay tribute to the late King. He also hopes
that people will see the documentary pro-
duced by MCOT honouring the late King's
life and work.

Channel 8 digital TV, operated by
SET-listed RS Plc, is likewise modifying
its broadcasts.

RS executive director Ong-Art Singlum-
pong said that Channel 8 is following the
government'’s guidelines, adding that a
documentary paying tribute to the late King
will be broadcast throughout the month.

SET-listed Grammy Plc is also fol-
lowing the government’s guidelines
to adjust its contents on GMM25 and
ONE31, including online media and
radio content, to be more appropriate
for the mourning period.

MAAT chairman Triluj Navamarat said
every digital TV operator has learned how
to adapt their content from last October.
They have had ample time to prepare and
are willingly participating in the com-
memoration period despite the loss of ad
revenue, he said.

Two out-of-home media giants, Plan
B Media and VGI, have also asked for
cooperation from their clients during the
mourning period.

Plan B Media said it will provide a 20%
discount on production costs forany clients
that wish to send their own messages of
condolence this month.
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For outdoor advertisers, all large and
mid-sized billboards and street furniture
are turning off their lighting from Oct 1
to 27.

Digital media provided by Plan B Media,
including LCD on buses and large digital
screens in downtown locations, will like-
wise turn down the colour saturation by
40% from Oct 1 to 15. From Oct 16 to 25, all
advertisements will only include messages
of condolence bearing corporate logos,
while content featuring the late King's life,
work and speeches will also be shown.

Plan B will broadcast the royal crema-
tion ceremony live on all digital screens
on Oct 26.

SET-listed VGI Global Media Plc, a
provider of media space on the skytrain
system, will also broadcast the late King's
works and speeches, including a special
programme entitled Kaw Tor Pai (Keep
Walking) at five BTS stations — Mor Chit,
Phaya Thai, Siam, Asok and Sala Daeng —
for the whole month.

Meanwhile, Major Cineplex Group Plc
said its cinemas will be closed on Oct 26
to honour the royal cremation. Executives
said the closures would allow employ-
ees from the operator’s 119 branches to
pay their respects.
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Further state aid sought for digital TV

Operators plead for
elimination of fees

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital TV Operators Association will
today submita fresh proposal to Prime Min-
ister Prayut Chan-o-cha to request more
state assistance in easing broadcasters’
financial burden and business difficulties.

The proposal asks the state to eliminate
the rental fee of broadcasting networks or
MUX (which is due in January 2018) and to
waive the remaining licence fees starting
from the May 2018 payment.

Suparp Kleekachai, president of the
association, said after a meeting yesterday
with Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam that the association had submitted
the proposal to Mr Wissanu two weeks
ago and that Mr Wissanu had called four
related parties to hear and discuss the pro-
posal yesterday.

The four parties were the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), the Digital Economy
and Society Ministry, the Budget Bureau
and the Media Research Develop-
ment Association.

Mr Suparp said yesterday’s meeting did
notreach a clear resolution and the associa-
tion must submit its proposal to the prime
minister to request more support.

“We are not ready to pay the rental fee
or MUX due in January of next year, or the
restof the licence payments due starting in
May,” Mr Suparp said.

He said prior measures by the NBTC
are insufficient to help existing digital TV
operators, as their burdens keep increasing.

Digital TV operators include the Royal
Thai Army Radio and Television's Channel
5, MCOT Plc, the Public Relations Depart-
ment and the Thai Public Broadcasting
Service (Thai PBS).

Asource who was at the meeting said the
association also asked the NBTC to substi-
tute its existing digital TV licence require-
ments for more flexible conditions that will
let digital TV operators exit the business, as
some operators may now be uncertain of
their long-term viability.

Additionally, the association urged
the NBTC to amend its existing digital TV
development roadmap, which envisions
expanding the number of digital TV chan-
nels to 48.

“Today it is hard for 24 channels to sur-
vive,” the source said. “It's impossible to
expand to 48 as planned.”

The source said digital TV operators use
the 450-700MHz spectrum range, which
is more appropriate to telecom services,
especially future 5G mobile service.

Most of the 24 digital TV operators have
been facing business difficulties and finan-
cial burdens for years, mainly due to the
high prices oflicences and the threat posed
by over-the-top (OTT) services.
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The NBTC granted 24 digital TV licences
to 17 winning bidders in April 2014. The
winners agreed to pay a combined 50.86
billion baht in licence fees over six years.

Experts argue that too many licences
were handed out and that the business par-
adigm of broadcasting has changed, with
more and more consumers switching to
OTT services, which operate over internet
networks rather than traditional systems.

The rise of online video and TV, the most
popular OTT content in Thailand, presents
a challenge to incumbent telecom and TV
operators. It also endangers the TV adver-
tising industry and the pay TV market.

Last December, the NBTC launched a
series of four initiatives intended to ease the
financial burden of digital TV broadcasters

in tight financial situations.

First, the NBTC would spend close to
2.5 billion baht to subsidise digital TV
broadcasters’ costs of transmitting their
programmes to the satellite and cable plat-
forms for three years.

Second, the NBTC eased the burden
on broadcasters by expanding the term of
licence payments for digital TV.

Third, the NBTC implemented a new
annual licence fee structure for digital TV
broadcasters in 2016. The rejig will reduce
digital TV broadcasters’ licence fees by 50%
on average.

Fourth, the NBTC gave additional
annual licence fee reductions to digital TV
broadcasters that aired content related to
the mourning of the late King Bhumibol.
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