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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WE WELCOME YOUR VIEWS on anything newsworthy. Please include your
name and address on your letters. We reserve the right to edit all letters

for clarity, content and length.

NBTC official went too far
with iPhone 6 tweet

Re: “NBTC official defends tweet on
iPhone 6", Business News, August 15.

Not only was Takorn
Tantasith, secretary-general of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommun-ications
Commission, out of line in
revealing Apple’s application, his
defence was nothing short of
pathetic. Not only was it unethi-
cal, it was also bad manners.

First, to call iPhone 6 when
Apple never stated that - it could
be expected from most media but
not someone as powerful and
supposed to be respectable as a
NBTC official.

Second, to claim the revelation
as part of its consumer-protection
role begs a question of where to
protect. There are plenty of areas
that he could and should have
done better to protect.

Third, he bombastically stated
his agency has now allowed the
devices to be sold in Thailand and
that should have raised public
ronfidence on the Apple’s prod-
ucts. Steve Jobs would have
turned his grave to hear that. He
and his agency is nothing when
compared with the late Steve Jobs.

Fourth, his defence in not hav-
ing trespassed the right of Apple
in trade secrecy is somewhat
empty.

Finally, he said his own judge-
ment in public disclosure is
supreme. Boy, how pompous and
dictatorial, he still has not learned
that it is not so.

Thank you The Nation for this
news that has spoiled my break-
fast this morning!

Songdej Praditsmanont

Only one civilian plane shot
down by USSR/Russia

Re: “Russia or Soviets involved in the
shooting down of many jets”, Letters,
August 10

Somehow, even with Google’s
help, people can still get many
facts wrong.

USSR and its successor Russia
have been involved in exactly one
- Korean Airline flight 007 in
1983. However tragic, it wasn't a
mistake in a sense that the deci-
sion to shoot down that aircraft
was taken at the highest echelons
of power and according to exist-
ing protocols. Had any other
plane flown over prohibited air-
space it would have met with the
same fate. ICAO later had to
issue an amendment to its laws to
better define use of force against
civilian aircraft and ensure safety
of the passengers in case of mili-
tary interceptions. Even that

came in effect only in 1998.

Russia was not in any way
involved in shooting down of air-
planes during a civil war in newly
independent Georgia in 1993,
that was their local madness.

Ukraine was an independent
country for a decade when its
military, in 2001, accidentally
shot down Russian civilian plane
over the Black Sea with a surface-
to-air missile. Despite public
admissions of probable guilt,
Ukraine still officially denies it
was at fault and Ukrainian courts
ruled numerous times that their
military was not the cause of the
accident; the most recent ruling
was made in 2013.

Ukraine did pay compensation
to the victims in 2003, much
faster than the US did after 1988
downing of Iranian jet, which
took some eight years. The US
still hasn’t apologised for that
incident or acknowledged any
wrongdoing.

The captain of the ship that
shot down the plane even
received a medal for his service
during that period.
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Maybe the US did display
humility elsewhere but George
HW Bush, vice president of the
United States at the time, com-
mented on the incident during
1988 presidential campaign: “T
will never apologise for the
United States - I don't care what
the facts are... I'm not an apolo-
gize-for-America kind of guy.” He
subsequently won.

Volk Tambovski

Anti-coup people aren’t fans
of Thaksin or Yingluck

Last month the execution of a
man by lethal injection in Arizona
went wrong. The condemned
killer was left snorting and gasp-
ing ~“like a fish on shore gasping
for air”, said one observer - for
one hour and 49 minutes before
he died. !
Groups opposed to the death
penalty went berserk, screaming
“cruel and unusual punishment”,
which is prohibited by the US
constitution. These people were
no fans of the killer. They did not
sympathise with him nor do they
support what he did. But they
are against the death penalty,
which they think is inhumane.
Same as anti-coup people in
Thailand. They are not Thaksin’s
and Yingluck’s fans, nor do they
support what the two did. But
they are against military coups,
which they think is against the
majority will, criminal law (pun-
ishable up to death) and the con-
stitution.
Somsak Pola
Samut Prakan
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