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Channels

eye analogue
switch-over

Four TV channels will stop their analogue
signal transmissions by the middle of 2018,
starting with Thal PBS in the last quarter
of this year, said the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission

(NBTC).

The four analogue channelsare Channel
5, Channel 9, Channel 11 and Thai PBS.

Theremaining two channels, Channels
3 and 7, whose concessions will expire in
2020 and 2023 respectively, may get their
contracts revised to align with the termina-
tion times of the other analogue systems,
according to a resolution by the NBTC's

broadcasting committee.

After the end of analogue transmissions,
theywill broadcast only on digital TV. These
four analogue channels have simulcast
broadcasts via the digital platform now.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the initial areas to be affected by
Thai PBS ending its analogue transmissions
this year are Ubon Ratchathani (466,000
househalds), Chai Prakan districtin Chiang
Mai (80,000 households) and Koh Samui in

Surat Thani (40,000 households).

“We have to make people in the affected
areas understand the change over the next

three months,” he said.

Next year, the affected areas will include
Roi Et, Sakon Nakhon, Rayong, Trang,
Bung Kan, Udon Thani, Nan, Trat, Phrae,
Ranong, Satun, Phetchaburi, Prachuap
Khiri Khan, Phayao, Chon Buri, Saraburi,
Nakhon Ratchasima'’s Chumpuang district,
Khon Kaen's Chum Phae district, Nakhon
Sl Thammarat's Thung Song district, Lam-
pang's Thoen district, Phangnga's Takua Pa
district, Mae Sariang district in Mae Hong
Son and Wiang Pa Pao and Chiang Khong

districts in Chiang Rai.

In 2017, people in 21 more provinces
will no longer be able to watch Thai PBS on
analogue, with Bangkok, Chiang Mai and

Chiang Rai the last three in 2018.

Channels 5, 9 and 11 all plan to stop
transmitting in analogue starting in 2017

to the end of 2018.
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SYSTEM PHASE-OUT

NBTC set to start analog switch-off

REGULATOR IDENTIFIES THREE AREAS IN PROCESS OF CHANGE TO DIGITAL VIEWING

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

BY THE end of this year, residences
in Ubon Ratchathani, Koh Samui
and some areas in Chiang Mai
should change their television
antennas to digital receivers to watch
free TV channels because the process
of switching off the analog system is

about to  begin, National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
says.

“All466,000 householdsin Ubon
Ratchathani, 40,000 households in
Samui and some 80,000 in Chaiya
Prakan district of Chiang Maiwill be
the first in the Kingdom to experi-
ence the analog switch-off by the end
ofthis year,” NBTC secretary-gener-

al Takorn Tantasith said yesterday.

He made the remarks after meet-
ing yesterday with four national
providers of terrestrial-based digi-
tal-TV transmission. He said analog
broadcasting would be switched off
gradually in those areas where dig-
ital TV coverage was fully up and
ready.

Mongkon Leelatum, deputy
director-general of the Thai Public
Broadcasting Service, one of the dig-
ital transmission-network
providers, said his company had
conducted an on-ground survey in
the areas to be affected first and
found thatthe digital signal was sta-
ble.

“Therefore, we decided to end the
broadcast of Thai PBS programmes
in those areas before the end of this

vear. The remaining analog broad-
casts from Thai PBS will be shut
down by 2018,” he said.

Among the other transmission-
network providers, the Army will
begin winding down its analog
broadcasting of TV5in 2017 and the
processis expected to be complete by
2018.

The Public Relations Department
will stop airing its NBT channel (for-
merly known as Channel 11) in 2017,
while MCOT plans to end its analog
broadcasting of Modernine TV
channel by 2018.

Though Thai PBS, TV5 and NBT
channel plan to stop their analog
services completely by 2018, two
market leaders - Channel 7 and
Channel 3 - will continue their ana-
log transmissions until their broad-

casting concession contracts end.

Colonel Bundit Sangon, director
of the digital-TV-transmission serv-
ice at Royal Thai Army Radio and
Television, said the Army had grant-
ed a broadcasting concession con-
tract to Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television (BBTV) tooperate analog
TV station Channel 7 since 1967.

“We will definitely discuss with
BBTV shortening the analog-
switch-off process for Channel 7 to
meet the national milestone by
2018,” Bundit said.

The current concession agree-
ment with BBTV will end in
November 2023.

But the Army has promised to
negotiate with Channel 7’s operator
to end their concession contract by
2018 in exchange for the right to

manage a second network for com-
mercial digital TV broadcasters.

MCOT’s broadeasting concession
with Bangkok Entertainment Co is
different from the Army’s case.
Without any negotiation, the con-
cession agreement between MCOT
and Channel 3’s operator will expire
in March 2019.

By the time all these analog
broadcasts have shut down, every-
one should be able to access the same
TV programmes via digital receivers.
Satellite and cable TV viewers can
watch the free TV channels as long
as the NBTC’s “must carry” ruleis in
place.

Asked about the future of the
must-carry rule, NBTC acting
deputy secretary-general Sombat
Leelapata said the commission
would consider revoking this rule if
there were a common consensus
from the industry.
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ABOUT Politics

With return to civilian life imminent, Phra Suthep eyes launch of agricultural school 4 Planned new laws governing the

media are met with scepticism « There's no shortage of security chief candidates, though many carry ‘baggage’

The centre
of attention

hra Suthep Papakaro marked his 66th

birthday last Saturday at Wat Than Nam
Lai — widely known as Suan Mok in Surat
Thani — where the former protest leader is
staying during his time in the monlkhood.

Well-wishers included Democrat Party
politicians, key members of the People’s
Democratic Reform Committee (PDRC) and
even representatives of the National Council
for Peace and Order.

The gathering of such distinguished guests
at the eventwas proof that Phra Suthep is still
the centre of attention despite staying away
from public life following his low-key ordina-
tion as a monk on July 15 last year.

One of Phra Suthep’s regular tasks is to
give copies of his books, signed of course, to
his supporters.

At his recent birthday, the monk pre-
sented guests with copies of his new boolk
titled Confession.

The book details what happened during
the street demonstrations led by the red-shirt
United Front for Democracy against Dicta-
torship which opposed the Democrat Party-
led government.

Atthe time, Phra Suthep was deputy prime
minister who oversaw security operations in
the handling of red-shirt protesters.

Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wong-
suwon was then defence minister while the
then army chiefwas Gen Anupong Paojinda,
who is now the interior minister.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha was
deputy army chief controlling key military
combat units.

The new book might not be as popular as
his previous one titled The Power of Change,
which recounts his private and political life
and is among the country’s best sellers. But
it does shed light on the political conflict and
the role of each individual with authority at
the time.

“Politicians from the Democrat Party have
been told to read the book so they can get a
grasp of the past and recent political conflicts
and can provide explanations to voters and
the public when they run in the next general
election,” a party source said, adding that
additional copies have been printed to allow
for the extra distribution.

Phra Suthep is expected to leave the
monkhood later this month — probably a
few days before Buddhist Lent, the start of
which falls on July 31, according to a source
close to him.

Shortly after the coup on May 22, the then
Suthep Thaugsuban was ordained as a monk
as a merit-making gesture for the people who
died during the protracted protests by the
PDRC, which he had led.

The protests continued for months to
demand the resignation of Yingluck Shi-
nawatra and her administration.

Suthep: Political return still a hot lopic

With the news of Phra Suthep quitting
monastic life, the Democrat Party is waiting
to see what his next move will be after return-
ing to the lay world, even though he has quit
the party and announced he has washed his
hands of politics.

Many members believed that — as his
return to civilian life looms — Phra Suthep
cannot find it in himself to completely sever
his ties with the party, and that his support
will be central to the party’s development
as before.

However, it appears that Phra Suthep
currently has another pressing mission to
accomplish. Phra Suthep is nowworking with
Phra Ajarn Pho at Suan Mok on a project to set
up aschool to provide agricultural knowledge
and training to local residents.

Some land plots on Koh Samui, which
belong to Phra Suthep and his supporters have
been donated for the school'’s construction.

The monk has said his wish to realise
the building of such a school has been kept
alive in his mind since he was a young local
kamnan.

A wary eye on
press freedom

hen the new constitution comes into
being, drastic changes in the media
environment can be expected. Section 49 of
the charter calls for the establishment of a pro-
fessional media organisation to ensure pro-
tection of media freedom and independence.
But before it comes to that, there is likely
to be alot of behind-the-scenes manoeuvring
and jockeying, especially as the National
Reform Council’'s (NRC) media reform panel
unveiled a draft law governing the establish-
ment of the body. Its board will be chosen by
a seven-member selection committee.
The draft law allows for a board of 15

Chamnan: Favoured to head media body

members who are required to be experts from
various media and related fields — broadcast,
print, online, advertising, legal and consumer
rights. These members will hold their posts
for four years and will not be allowed to serve
more than two terms back-to-back.

The selection panel will comprise the pres-
idents, chiefs or chairs of seven organisations:
Radio-Television Broadcasting Professionals
Federation (RTBPF); Thai News Broadcasting
Council of Thailand (NBCT); Online News
Providers Association; National Press Coun-
cil of Thailand; Advertising Association of
Thailand; Lawyers Council of Thailand;
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and Thai Health Foundation Promotion
(ThaiHealth).

Critics see the make-up of the selection
committee as an attempt to “fix” the line-
up of the 15-member board that will run the
professional media organisation.

There are concerns about the role that the
RTBPF is set to play. It is reported that the
majority of the NRC’s media reform com-
mittee leaned towards giving a bigger role to
the RTBPE, whose current president, Cham-
nan Siritan, has considerable influence in
the broadcasting industry and has powerful
connections in the advertising industry.

In the eyes of the free press community, Ms
Chamnan is considered a veteran broadcast
producer with limited journalistic expertise,
yet she has on several occasions shepherded
through regulations supposed to guide jour-
nalism, according to an informed source.

Other than that, the proposed legislation
does not seem to have been well received
by the four major media associations which
actively defend press freedom.

These four are the Thai Journalists Asso-
ciation (TJA), the Thai Broadcast Journal-
ists Association (TBJA), the National Press
Council of Thailand (NPCT) and the News
Broadcasting Council of Thailand (NBCT).

While these associations do not question
the merits of the NRC-backed bill and the aim

<A

Prawit: To decide on név; security chief

to promote media standards and ethics and
enhance press freedom, they detecta number
of flaws that need to be addressed.

There is a concern about the proposed
source of funding. The media associations
disagree with a proposal that revenue from
Thai PBS will be allocated to support the
operations of the organisation. The state,
critics say, should be the one to pick up the
tab by allocating an annual budget.

The four associations have been studying
media reforms since the NRC was setup, and
they have produced their own version of a
media bill that would be a better law on the
ethics of professional journalists.

According to a source, informal talks are
being scheduled next week between NRC
media committee members and represent-
atives from the four associations to com-
pare notes.

Chumpol Rodkhamdee, chairman of the
NRC's media reform panel, is likely to take
the mediating role and steer the planned talks
away from areas of conflict that might under-
mine the media reform process.

A matter of
intelligence

he starters are beginning to line up for

the post of National Security Council
(NSC) secretary-general with familiar and
not-so-familiar names being noticed, includ-
ing those with stars on their shoulders.

A replacement is being sought as
Anusit Khunakorn, the current civilian
chief of the NSC, is due to retire at the end
of September.

Several prominent figures have come
to the fore, prompting deep speculation
that someone with a military background
will eventually take over the post of chief
of the NSC, which arose from the military

administration after the previous coup.

The likely candidates are being drawn
from within the NSC's ranks, non-NSC offi-
cials, military leaders and civilians, according
to a source close to the matter.

Many eyes are fixed on Panitan Wattanay-
agorn, adviser to Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwon.
The political science expertis a well-rounded
choice for a job that requires exceptional
knowledgeable of Thailand'’s security affairs.

However, his critics feel he leans too much
towards the Democrat Party, having worked
with the Abhisit Vejjaijva government. It's
felt this could compromise his neutrality in
making important security-related decisions.

Another possible candidate, but with a
non-military background and who knows
the NSC like the back of her hand, is Kanok-
thip Ratchatanant, the NSC deputy chief. If
appointed, she would be the first female head
of the organisation. She is the wife of ombuds-
man, Gen Witthawat Ratchatanant.

A third potential candidate without a mili-
tary rank is Phanu Uthairat, the secretary-
general of the Southern Border Provinces
Administrative Centre. Regarded as a close
aide of Privy Council president Gen Prem
Tinsulanonda, Mr Phanu has served in gov-
ernor posts in the southern border provinces,
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making him well-versed in strategic security
planning and organisation.

At least three top military figures may be
in line. Lt Gen Pongsakorn Rodchompoo, a
deputy secretary-general of the NSC, would
have had a strong case had he not been seen
as having advanced through the NSC'’s ranks
during the Yingluck Shinawatra government’s
tenure when Lt Gen Paradorn Pattanathabut
was at the agency’s helm.

Another lieutenant with a possible ticket
spot is Nawin Damrikarn, currently occupy-
ing a seat on the Constitution Drafting Com-
mittee. He most likely will have parted ways
with the CDC by the time the NSC chief is
picked. The terms of the charter drafters are
due to expire when the new permanent con-
stitution they have written is put to a vote by
the National Reform Council, due fairly soon.

Lt Gen Nawin is a member of the working
group attached to Gen Prawit, and is widely
respected in the government.

The source said former defence perma-
nent secretary Nipat Thonglek also cannot
be ruled out as a prospective candidate.
Although he has been shifted to the less active
post of Defence Council advisory chairman,
he was close at one point to Prime Minister
Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha during his earlier
years in the military.

However, he has a liability, and it could
dim, if not extinguish, his chance: his close
ties to the Yingluck administration.

The source said Mr Anusit could have a say
in nominating the next NSC chief. After all of
the factors are considered, he may opt for Ms
Kanokthip out of respect for her suitability,
although in the end Gen Prawit will decide
who he wants in the job.
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Regulator to appeal court decision
allowing PeaceTV back on air

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
Broadcasting Committee will appeal
the Central Administrative Court’s
decision to issue a temparary injunc-
tion allowing Peace TV back on air.

The vote yesterday to appeal
Thursday’s decision was three to one.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member
of the Broadcasting Committee,
revealed the decision on Twitter but
said she was absent fromthe vote.

Another commissioner,
Thawatchai littrapanun, missed the
meeting because he was ondutyin
Chiang Mai.

The commissioners who voted to
appeal the decision were Colonel
Natee Sukonrat, the panel chairman,
Pol Colonel Thaweesak Ngamsagna
and Lt-General Peerapong Manakit.

On April 30, the broadcasting reg-
ulator decided by a majority vote to
revoke the licence of the politics-ori-

News ID: C-150718003066 (18 Jul 15/08:18)
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ented satellite-TV station for breach-
ing an agreement with the regulator,
aswell as orders issued by the junta.

After the Central Administrative
Court’s decision on Thursday, Peace
TV executives said the station would
be back onairon Maonday. The chan-
nel has been broadcasting via
Youtube since its licence was
revoked.

But red-shirt leader Jatuporn
Prompan’s programme, “Mong Klai”,
would remained suspended because
it sparked the dispute that led to the
licence being cancelled.

Led by the station’s legal repre-
sentative, Thanadet Puangpoon,
Peace TV filed a lawsuit against the
broadcasting regulator at the court
last month, claiming its decision to
revoke the licence was unfair.

The operator demanded Bt15
million in compensation from the
watchdog, and claimed it had suf-
fered Bt7.5 million a month indam-
ages since it was forced to shut
down.
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