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WIRELESS BROADBAND

MARKET VALUE
COULD GROW

19 WITH3G

Non-voice services soon: lrue exec

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

he value of the Thai telecom-
I service market next year is
expected tobe13to15 percent
higherthanthisyear’s level, driven by
third-generation cellularbroadband
service, said Adhiruth
Thotaveensaksuk, managing direc-
torformobile-phone business at True
Corp.

The National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
has scheduled the auction of the 2.1-
gigahertzspectrumfor 3G service for
October 16. ,

The telecom market this year is
predicted tosurge 11 per centto about
Bt200 billion, of which about Bt50
billion is expected to be from non-
voice services, up by 30-40 per cent
from Bt36 billion last year, Adhiruth
said. If the auction of the 2.1GHz
spectrum takes place as planned, the
non-voice-service market, next year
could again grow by 30-40 per cent,
he added.

Provision of 2.1GHz-3G service
will be the game changer, bt it is
expected to take three to five years
before it becomes massively adopt-
aed, he said. y

True’s subsidiary Real Move has
launiched a 3G service on the 850~
megahertz spectrum under the
TrueMove H brand. It targets 4 mil-
lion subseribers by the end of this
year, double the current level.

Real Move plans to increase the
numberof 3G base stationsto 13,500
by year-end or early next year from
the present 7,000 nationwide.

SMART-PHONE GROWTH SURGES
Meanwhile, high demand for
smart phones and basic-feature
phones in Southeast Asia's fast-
developing markets has continued to
drive buoyant performances in the
mobile-phone sector, according to
thelatestresults fromtheglobal mar-
ket research company GfK Asia.
In the past 12 months, sales of
- morethan 118 million units across the
seven key markets in the region -

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand,:

Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia and
the Philippines — brought the total
,worth of the mobile-phone sector to
‘almost US$187 billion (Bt4.2 tril-
lion).

Consumers in the region also
bought 10 million feature phones,
some 12 per cent more than in the

*previous year.sHowever, it is the
intensifying popularity of smart
phonesthatisaccountingforthe larg-
er proportion of the market.

GIK findings point to a greatly
increased smart-phone purchase
rate of 78 per cent across the seven
countriestoaccountformorethan 61
percentofthemobile-phonesector’s
overall value in Southeast Asia.

“Feature phones still reign as the
more prevalent mobile-phone type
used by consumers in the region’s
emerging markets,”said Gerard Tan,
GfK account directorfordigital tech-
nology. “However, smart-phone
adoptionigescalatingatarapid pace,
with individual countries’ growth
rates reported in the range of 42 to
326 per cent.”

The world’s fourth-most-popu-
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lous nation, Indonesia, is not sur-
prisingly the region’s largest smart-
phone market. Its combined sales of
feature phones and smart phones
grew by 26 per cent in volume, with
individual segments reflecting
growth of 19 and 56 per cent respec-
tively. v :
Although nearly four in every five
mobile phones sold in Indonesia are
still feature phones because of their
greater affordability, an increasing
numberofconsumers are embracing
smartphones, which registered soar-
ing sales of 4.5 million units over the
previous year.

The Philippines continues to
report huge growth of 326 per cent
in smart-phone sales volume, ren-
dering it the fastest-growing market
for such devices in Southeast Asia. It
is also the country with the highest
jump in smart-phone market share
within a year, from 9 to.24 per cent.

“Unlike the more developed coun-
tries like Singapore and Malaysia,
smart-phone sales-penetration lev-
elsinsomeoftheless developed mar-
kets such as Thailand and Vietnam
arestillrelativelylow; at 19 and 11 per
cent respectively, leaving a signifi-
cant portion of the population still
available for potential growth,” Tan
said.

Consumers in Southeast Asia
spent some $8.75 billion on almost
29 million smartphonesoverthe past
12 months, translating to growth of
61 per centin volume and 78 per ¢ent
in value, Findings show that smart-
phone growth in the region is driven
primarily by devices priced in the
range of $100 to $200.

“However, with major manufac-
turers recently announcing their
intentions to launch low-end smart
phones priced below $100, the
devices will be within the reach of an
even larger pool of consumers andthe
market is expected to grow even
faster when these models are made
widely available,” Tan said.
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TOT

PASSAGE FOR SECOND PHASE OF 3G PROJECT

Board approves network expansion, choice'of'spect'r'tjm
for wireless data service before 3 directors resign today-

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION - |

; OT’s board yesterday ap-
‘ proved the Bt30-billion see-

ond ]ﬂ ase of the project to
expand its third-generation cellular
network and the plan to use the 2.3-

~gigahertz spectrum to develop a

wireless data service.

Theresolutions were made before
eight directors, including chairman
Panthep Chamrasromran, tender
their resignations today. -

In the second phase, 12,000 base
stations will be installed nationwide,
bringing TOT's network coverage to
80 per cent of the population.

The first phase is expected to
reach 4,250 bases nationwide by next
month after more than 3,000 have
already been set up.

TOT will soon propose theinvest-
mentplan forthe second-phase net-
work roll-out and the data-services
plan to the Information and Com-
munications Technology Ministry
and the Cabinet for approval.

The move to use the 2.3GHz fre-
quencyis part ofthe state enterprise’s
attempttokeepthespectrumto gen-
erate revenue and to serve the min-
istry’ 5 policy to promote access to
broadband service,

Underthe spectrum management
plan of the National Broadcasting

News ID: C-120918003044 (18 Sep 12/05:48)

&7 iQNewsClip
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and Telecommumcatlom Comimis-
sion, all state enterprises have to

return those spectra that have no

expirationdate to the NBTC for real-
location.

The eight TOT directors’ resigna-
tion letters will be submitted to the

ICT and Finance minigtries for effect

today.

Panthep said that after one year
on the job, he had accomplished all
the tasks and should give a chance to

‘other people.

ATOTsourcesaid the eight direc=
tors decided to step down asfactions

on the 13-member board failed to

work together in steering the state
agency to meet its goals in the past
year.

TOT still has many objectives-to
a.ccomphsh mcludmg the planned
restructuring to improve revenue
and to deal with the approaching
ends of its private cellular conces-
sions and the fiercer market compes«
tition. Tt has played a key role in sup-
porting the government's free Wi-Fi
service, It will also have to set up
Tower Co tolease outits telecom tow-
ers to generate income,

ICT Minister Anudith Nakorn-
thap said he would seek people to fill
thevacancies on the board as soon as
possible.
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