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Headline: DTAC expects to launch 4G-1,800 broadband soon

DTAC expects to launch 46-1,800 broadband soon

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

TOTAL ACCESS Communication
(DTAC) will launch fourth-gener-
ation wireless broadband service
on 10 megahertz of its 1,8B00MHz
frequency soon, pending formal
approval from relevant state agen-
cies to utilise the band to provide
the 4G service.

DTAC expects to obtain formal
approval early next month, said
Lars Norling, the company’s chief
executive officer. The launch will
cater to its subscribers’ growing
demand for wireless data usage.

Prathet Tankuranun, DTAC’s
chief technology officer, said the
company aimed to set up 2,000
4G-1,800MHz base stations of in
Bangkok in the first phase.

DTAC’s subsidiary, DTAC
TriNet, currently provides 4G serv-
ice on 5SMHz ofthe 15MHz it holds
on the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum
under a licence from the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

The NBTC’s telecom committee
has approved DTAC’s request to
upgrade its bandwidth on
1,800MHz to provide 4G service.
It will forward the permit to CAT
Telecom, which owns the DTAC
concession and will give the for-
mal permit to DTAC.

CAT granted the concession to
DTAC touse 50MHz of1,800MHz
to offer conventional cellular serv-
ices, of which the first 25MHz is

being used. DTAC will use 1I0MHz
of this 25MHz to provide 4G serv-
ice, starting from Bangkok.

Norling said the 4G service on
both1,800MHzand 2.1GHz would
make DTAC the fastest 4G
provider. DTAC is willing to invest
on 4G under the concession to
serve consumer demand.

DTAC also currently provides
3G on its 2.1GHz and 850MHz
spectrum bands.

He said that despite the plan to
launch 4G on 1,800MHz, DTAC
would also enter bids for licences
on the 1,800MHz and 900MHz
spectra, auctions for which are

scheduled to be held by the NBTC
this year. The plan is to acquire
additional bandwidth to serve
demand for mobile data usage bet-
ter. Itis also part ofits preparation
for the end of the concession in
2018.

According to Prathet, DTAC
currently has 1.6 million sub-
scribers to its 4G-2.1GHz service,
whileits targetis 2.5 million by the
end of this year.

DTAC also aims to increase the
number of its 3G and 4G base sta-
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tions nationwide to about 32,000
sites early next year from around
17,000 sites as of early this year, he

added. DTAC’s existing 3G net-
work already covers almost 90 per
cent of the population.

DTAC setasideabudget of Bt20
billion for the overall network roll-
out this year. That figure includes
the planned 4G-1,800MHzservice
and the ongoing spending of Bt500
million on the network analytics
solution to analyse consumer
behaviour to ensure the best cus-
tomer experience on the DTAC
network.

As of'the second quarter, DTAC
had 26.9 million subscribers, 23.5
million of whom were on its
2.1GHz service.
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TOT pushed for decision on AlIS case

MINISTRY SEEKS PROGRESS BEFORE EXPIRY OF CONCESSION ON SEPT 30

USANEE MONGKOLPORN

THE NATION

THE INFORMATION and
Communications Technology

Ministry has put pressure on TOT to
showprogressondecidingon anylegal
action related to the case of Advanced
Info Service’s past concession amend-
ments, ICT Minister Uttama
Savanayana said yesterday.

He told TOT, which owns the AIS
concession, that at least one action
must be taken before the concession
ends on September 30 and that the
state agency had to keep reporting to
him on the progress.

The Cabinet on Tuesday gave
approval for the ministry to urge TOT
to proceed with the case according to
the verdict by the Supreme Courtinits
2010 ruling finding former prime min-

ister Thaksin Shinawatra guilty of
abuse of power.

AIS is the flagship of InTouch
Holdings, formerly known as Shin
Corp, which was founded by the
Shinawatra family.

The TOT board met on Wednesday
to consider how to proceed with the
AITS case but could not reach any con-
clusion. Tt will hold another meeting
on the case today.

On Tuesday, AIS said in afiling to
the Stock Exchange of Thailand that
it had not received any notification
from TOT or any other state agen-
cies that they would seek compen-
sation from AIS as reported by local
newspapers.

“AlS has fully complied with the
terms of its agreement with TOT. The
amendmentswerein compliance with
thelaw and the practice of other oper-

ators’ conduct with the state agencies,”
it said in the statement.

The TOT board last month
acknowledged the conclusion of the
public-privatejoint-venture panel that
the six amendments made to the AIS
concession in the past were unlawful
and that the state telecom agency
should seek compensation.

TOT granted a 25-year concession
to AIS, which will expire on September
30.

The highlighted amendment is the
sixthone madein May 2001 duringthe
Thaksin administration when TOT
lowered the concession fee for AIS'’s
prepaid service from 25-35 per centto
a flat 20 per cent until the end of the
concession. The case was cited by the
Supreme Courtinits 2010 ruling find-
ing Thaksin guilty of abuse of power.

Last December, the National Anti-

Corruption Commission also alleged
that some top TOT executives were
guilty of involvement in this case.
Meanwhile, Uttama has also pres-
sured TOT to submit its business plan
on how it expects to survive after the
AIS concession expires. TOT has
soughtthe ministry’shelptokeep tele-
com bandwidth onthe 900-megahertz
spectrum after the concession ends.
“TOThasmanyspectra onwhich]
to operate telecom services. It should
not hold on to the 9OOM Hz spectrum.
It has to consider how to survive with
a new business plan and without the
900MHz spectrum,” Uttama said.
The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission is
scheduled to auction licences on the
1,800MHz spectrum on November 11
and has set a tentative date to auction
900MHz licences on December 15.
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Uttama said the ICT Ministry
would submit for the Cabinet’s con-
sideration next week CAT Telecom’s

plan to hand 5MHz of a currently idle
25MHz of the 1,800M Hz spectrum to
the NBTC for auction.

CAT granted 50MHzof1,800MHz.
to Total Access Communication, which
uses only halfto provide cellular serv-
ice. CAT and DTAC jointly agreed to
hand 5MHz of the idle 25MHz band-
width to NBTC for auction.

The NBTC originally planned to
call bids for the combined 25MHz of
1,800MHz of TrueMove and Digital
Phone Co on November 11, featuring
two licences, each with 12.5MHz.

If CAT hands over DTACs 5MHz
of 1,800MHz, the NBTC would have
a total of 30MHz of the spectrum for
auction, which would feature two
licences with 15MHz each.

The NBTC has set September 25 as
the deadline for CAT to hand over this
5MHz bandwidth. If CAT fails to do
so, the NBTC will revert to the origi-
nal auction plan of auctioning only
25MHz of this spectrum.
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