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Headline: Prayut deflects digital TV aid request

Prayut deflects digital TV aid request

NBTC says proposal
conflicts with rules

CHATRUDEE THEPARAT
NANAT SUCHIVA
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
brushed aside digital TV operators’
renewed request for more state assistance
to ease broadcasters’ financial burden and
business difficulties.

In brief remarks yesterday, Gen
Prayut said the issue falls under the pur-
view of the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

The Digital TV Operators Association,
led by president Suparp Kleekachai, yes-
terday submitted a proposal to the Media
Reform Committee to help mediate talks
with the NBTC and the government.

Mr Suparp said that all the association
wants is support to shore up the struggling
digital TV industry.

According to the association’s proposal,
the NBTC and government are being
asked to help subsidise the broadcasting
networks or multiplex (MUX) costs that
are due in January 2018 and to waive all
remaining licence fees starting from the
May 2018 payment.

They were also asked to expropriate

the 450-700 megahertz spec-
trumrange and auction it
off to raise funding for the
requested subsidy.
Additionally, the associa-
tion urged the NBTC and the
government to amend the exist-
ing digital TV development
roadmap, which envisions
expanding the number of digi-
tal TV channels to 48, a number
they say is too high.
According to Mr Suparp,
anotherreason the association

Adisak: Supports
‘spectrum reframing’

came to submit the proposal is to make the
government more aware of the plight of tra-
ditional media such as TV and print, detail-
ing the lack of future prospects for digital

TV if financial constraints are
left unaddressed.

Unemployment and nega-
tive effects on the country’s
economy will ensue accord-
ingly, Mr Suparp said.

“The association doesn’t
want to take advantage of the
NBTC or government, but
the digital TV industry is very
fragile and it needs a lot of sup-
port,” he said.

Adisak Limparungpatan-
akij, the working committee
chief of the association and former presi-
dent of Nation Broadcasting Corporation,
said that reallocation of the 450-700MHz
spectrum range for telecom service usage
is vital to the digital TV industry because
the NBTC will earn a massive amount of
money that can be used to subsidise the
finances of digital TV operators.

“It’s called spectrum reframing and it
will benefit digital TV operators and stake-
holders while the government earns more
revenue — creating a win-win situation,”
Mr Adisak said.

Mr Adisak, however, reaffirmed that the
highest financial burden factors for most
digital TV operators during the three years
of operation are the MUX rental fees of 2.5
billion baht per year and the digital TV

licence fees.

“The NBTC should subsidise all of the
MUX rental fees and the remaining digi-
tal TV licence fee, worth a combined 16

billion baht, to take responsibility for failing
to facilitate the smooth transition of digital
TV as promised,” Mr Adisak said.

Nevertheless, NBTC secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith said it would be
difficult for the NBTC to deliver on the
association’s request, as it would con-
flict with existing laws and regulations,
including the conditions of the digital TV
licence auctions.

For the NBTC to subsidise the MUX
rental fee or even waive all remaining
licence fees, it could put the regulator at
risk of legal backlash because the action
would infringe on state benefits.

Mr Takorn refused to elaborate further
on the issue, saying more discussion with
related state agencies is necessary.
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Prayut, Zuckerberg to meet on Oct 30

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has said
Facebook chief executive officer and co-founder
Mark Zuckerberg will meet him during a visit to
Thailand on Oct 30.

“Mark Zuckerberg will come to Thailand on
a business trip. He asked to meet me to discuss
cooperation in preventing and solving the prob-
lems of transnational crimes, and what kind of
measures and plans should be in place,” he said.

“Please do not link this meeting to other
issues. It is just an exchange of opinions. It's

better than no communication at all,” he told
the media yesterday.

Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak told Prachachatnewspaper that Mr
Zuckerberg would also discuss the expansion of
Facebook in Asean.

He said it was a good opportunity for Thai-
land after major online business operators from
many countries including the US and China saw
opportunities in the region. Many have opened
regional offices in Singapore, Indonesia and Viet-
nam. Atthe same time, Thailand remains one of
the countries of key interest to those businesses,

£2N
Zuckerberg: Due for
business trip
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he was quoted as saying.

It is expected the prime minister will ask the
Facebook CEO about blocking the remaining
posts and videos deemed to be in violation of
the Criminal Code’s Section 112, known as the
lese majeste act.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission had earlier attempted
to regulate over-the-top content providers by
taxing those operators, including Facebook. But
itstepped back after a coalition of US businesses
put pressure on the government ahead of Gen
Prayut’s recent White House visit.
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The Digital TV Broadcasting
Association (Thailand) yesterday asked
the government’s media reform commit-
tee to incorporate its proposal to restruc-
ture the terrestrial digital TV broadcasting
industry into the committee’s media
reform plan.

The association president Supap
Kleekajai submitted the proposal to the
committee yesterday. The media reform
committee is one of 11 reform committees
endorsed by the Cabinet in August to push
forward reform agendas.

According to the association's propos-
al, the related parties should reclaim part
of the current digital TV broadcasting
spectrum band in the range of 600MHz to
700MH:z for reallocation to provide tele-
com service. The move will generate
greater revenue to the state coffer.

Mareover, the related agencies should
seek ways to ease regulatory burden on
digital TV operators.

The independent broadcasting and
telecom regulatory body, the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) auctioned 24 licences
to operate 24 digital TV channels in 2013.

Later, licence holders were impacted
by other broadcasting platforms, in partic-
ular social media networks such as
Youtube, Facebook, which allows their
users to broadcast content in way similar
to TV operators but without the burden of
licensing fee.

The media agencies have also allocat-
ed more money on these social media
channels at the expense of the main-
stream media.

According to the proposal, if the digital
TV broadcasting sector is not revamped,
most of the remaining 22 digital TV chan-
nels will continue to suffer loss due to
ever-declining advertising revenue.

Their financial weakness will lead to
further takeovers by conglomerates until
most channels are in the hands of just a
few groups.
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