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Broadcast licence fee set at 4% of revenue

The TV broadeasting licence fee has
been setat 4 per cent of the licence
holder's annual gross revenue, Natee
Sukonrat, vice chairman of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
‘Commission, said yesterday,
' According to the draft regulations for
. broadcasting licensing approved by
- NBTC's board yesterday, of the total fee,
- 2 per cent will be for the licence itself
- and the other 2 per cent will be appor-
 tioned for the commission's research
- and development fund for broadcasting.
- The draft covers three types of
- licences - broadeasting network
. provider, broadcasting facility provider,
- and broadcasting service provider - all
- covering terrestrial digital TV service to

~ October. It will soon hold a public hear-

ing on the draft.

‘The board also approved the regula- i

tions for a trial of digital TV service in
Thailand, which is expected to be pub-
lished in the Royal Gazette next week. [t
will allow all interested TV operators to
request to conduet the trial, which is
expected to take place around October.
The board also approved holding
more public hearings on the “must

carry” draft regulation, which is expect-

ed to be published in the Royal Gazette
before July 27, when the Summer
Olympic Games begin. ,

The regulation will allow viewers to
see free-TV channels on any platform,
from satellite to cable and terrestrial

- cable and satellite TV service. This digital TV.
~ approval will pave the way for NBTC to USANEE MONGKOLPORN
launch the broadcasting licences by THE NATION
und i \ ¥
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NBTC OKs
regulations
on foreign
dominance

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission board approved
the draft of revised regulations yesterday
preventing foreign dominance in the local
telecom industry.

The draft will take effect next week,
said Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman
of the NBTC's telecom committee.

The revised regulation followed a public
hearing held by a subcommittee last
December.

Col Settapong said the NBTC believes
the new foreign dominance regulation
will not be a tool allowing another party
to disrupt the third-generation (3G) licens-
ing auction on the 2100-MHz frequency
scheduled for this October.

The rule is designed to help local tele-
com operators avoid breaching the Tele-
communications Business Act and the
Foreign Business Act and not deter foreign
investment, he said.

Earlier, the head of trade and economic
affairs for the EU delegation to Thailand
met with NBTC members for clarification
of the rule.

Col Settapong said the foreign domi-
nance regulation is largely focused on
Thai firms, preventing possible dominance
with foreign shareholding capped at 49%.

At last month’s public hearing, No.2
mobile operator Total Access Communi-
cation (DTAC) said it is concerned the
draft could be used to challenge the quali-
fications of prospective bidders for the
upcoming 3G licensing auction.

DTAC strongly opposes both the existing
and revised regulations. The Norwegian-
controlled firm said existing laws such as
the Foreign Business Act are enough to
govern it.

Col Settapong said the NBTC board
yesterday also approved a proposal to set
up a subcommittee to consider technical
and consumer issues before mobile con-
cessions on the 1800-MHz frequency start
to expire next year.

The board also approved the draft of
the must-carry rule for broadcasting service
after a public consultation on Monday.

The final draft will be submitted to the
Royal Gazette next week.
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NBTC approves draft of
foreign dominance rules

The National Broadcasting and

Telecormmunications Commission
board yesterday approved the final draft
of regulations preventing foreign domi-
nance of local telecom operators, .

The draft is expected to be published
in the Royal Gazette next week.
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