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Headline: ICT minister against TOT spectrum plan

ICT minister against
TOT spectrum plan

Firm wants to hold
20 MHz of bandwidth

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Information and Communication Tech-
nology (ICT) Minister Uttama Savanayana
has privately voiced disagreement with
TOT Plc’s proposal to continue hold-
ing mobile spectra after the expiry of
its concessions.

“Personally, I think the state telecom
already has abundant spectrum resources,
enough to help it generate revenue after
its concessions end,” he said yesterday.

TOT wants to keep 20 megahertz of
bandwidth on the 900-MHz spectrum
for its own use after its concession with
Advanced Info Service Plc ends on Sept 30.

Mr Uttama said the problem was not
the amount of spectrum TOT held but its
ability to manage and operate existing
resources efficiently.

The ICT Ministry has ordered TOT to
submit its business plan for operating ser-
vices on its existing frequency resources
and how to survive after its 2G mobile
concession with AIS expired.

TOT has 15 MHz of bandwidth on the
2100-MHz spectrum and 64 MHz on the
2300-MHz spectrum.

TOT must submit its business plan to
the ICT Ministry for consideration next
week before passing it to the State Enter-
prises Policy Commission for approval.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
also disagrees with TOT’s proposal, saying
the spectrum should be reallocated
through an auction in order to bring opti-
mal benefit to the public.

Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong
this week met with the NBTC to discuss
the roadmap for spectrum reallocation
including TOT and CAT Telecom’s propos-
als to keep spectra for their own use after
their concessions end.

ACM Prajin fully supports the NBTC’s
4G auctions plans for both the 1800- and
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900-MHz spectra, which will be held in
November and December, respectively.

He said a conclusion on TOT and CAT’s
proposals could be reached this month in
order to end months of confusion before
the 4G auctions took place.

Mr Uttama also said the ICT Ministry
would next week submit for cabinet con-
sideration CAT'’s proposal to return 5 MHz
of the 1800-MHz spectrum, now used by
DTAC, to the NBTC for auction.

If the return of the unused 5 MHz por-
tion of the 1800-MHz spectrum to be
included in the 4G auction in November
can proceed as planned, the amount of
bandwidth for the 1800-MHz auction will
increase to 30 MHz, split into two blocks
of 15 MHz each.

The NBTC initially planned to auction
25 MHz of bandwidth for the 1800-spec-
trum auction, containing 12.5 MHz each.

However, the NBTC has set next Friday
as the deadline for CAT to hand over the
5-MHz portion, otherwise the regulator
will have to stick to the original auction
plan of 25 MHz.
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TOT TOLD TO CONSULT
PROSECUTORS ON AIS CASE

Information and
Communications Technology
Minister Uttama Savanayana has
advised TOT to consult the Office of
the Attorney-General on how to
proceed with any legal action relat-
ed to the case involving Advanced
Info Service's past concession
amendments.

He said the state telecom agency
had to report the progress of the
case to him next week and he would
report it to the Cabinet.

The Cabinet on Tuesday gave
approval for the ministry to urge
TOT to proceed with the case in
accordance with the 2010 Supreme
Court verdict that found former
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra
had abused his power.

TOT also has to bear in mind the
National Anti-Corruption
Commission’s allegation last
December that some top TOT exec-
utives are involved in this case.

Uttama said the NACC had
advised TOT to take action.

AlS, which was founded by the
Shinawatra family, has insisted that
the concession amendments were in
compliance with the law.

In a separate matter, Uttama
ordered TOT to submit a business
planifit is not allowed to keep its
part of the 900-megahertz spec-
trum.

He will forward the plan for the
State Enterprise Policy Commission
to consider when it meets next
month.

TOT has sought the ministry's
help to keep its telecom bandwidth
on that spectrum after the 900MHz
concession it granted to AlS ends on
September 30.
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Digital TV coverage faces delay

LACK OF TRANSMISSION FACILITIES MARS THIRD YEAR OF SWITCHING FROM ANALOG TO DIGITAL

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE THIRD year of the transition
from analog to digital television is
likely to face delays due to technical
issues and a lack of supportive facil-
ities at relay sites, with the next mile-
stoneinthetransition, scheduled for
next May, being missed.

“We are, however, trying our best
to work closely with all providers of
digital TV [transmission] networks
and related parties, such as facility
providers, namely CAT Telecom and
TOT, in order to solve these prob-
lems and reach 90-per-cent cover-
age by May next year,” Supinya
Klangnarong, a member of the
National = Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission,
said yesterday.

Supinya, who also serves as chair-
woman of an NBTC subcommittee
overseeing consumer-rights protec-

tion, said the problem was that there
were some issues around the use of
TOT's facilities for digital TV trans-
mission as relay sites. In addition,
TOT’s existing facilities that are cur-
rently being used for telecommuni-
cation service do not support broad-
casting equipment.

If the national providers of digi-
tal TV transmission networks -
including Thai Public Broadcasting
Service, the Armyand MCOT - want
touse the facilities managed by TOT,
Supinya said they might jointly
invest in erecting new facilities on
the same ground as TOT’s telecom
sites.

“Itappears that TOT agreed with
this option after Wednesday's dis-
cussion with the state enterprise and
those digital TV [transmission] net-
work providers,” she said.

However, the investment
required for such facilities by the
transmission-network operators
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could be high and might cause a
heavy financial burden for broad-
casters.

Within the third year of the dig-
ital-TV transition plan, each trans-
mission-network provider must be
able to cover at least 90 per cent of
the country’s 22.3 million house-
holds by next May. To reach certain
areas, theywillneed tohave 170 relay
sites in place.

In the second year of plan, all key
transmission-network providers
succeeded in bringing the four pub-
lic-service and 24 commercial digi-
tal-TV channelsto 80 per cent of the
country’s households as planned.

At this stage, terrestrial-based
digital TV is being transmitted
through 39 main broadcasting tow-
ers.
Although digital TV seems to be
reaching the main areas of the
Kingdom, the number of viewers
watching digital television pro-

grammes is still limited.

To encourage consumers to famil-
iarise themselves with this new sys-
tem, yesterday the NBTC signed a
memorandum of understanding
with three universities in Roi Et,
Chiang Mai and Surat Thani to pro-
mote public awareness about the
process of switching off the analog
system in some areas of those
provinces.

Under this MoU, all parties will
conduct research on the impact on
viewers from this process and help
them migrate smoothly from analog
to digital.

The NBTC expects to end Thai
PBS’sanalogservicein three districts
of Chiang Mai (Chaiya Prakan, Fang
and Mae Ai), Surat Thani’s Koh
Samui, and Roi Et province.

The end of this old service will
take place between December and
January, and thisis expected to affect
about 500,000 households.
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