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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Commercial attaches of Thai embassies
worldwide are in Bangkok to get The New
Word from new Commerce Minister Gen
Chatchai Sarikulya. The main, general
order: Boost Thai 2015 exports from the
4% increase forecast to 5%.

Step right up and bring your free 690-
baht discount coupon to an office of the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) or an
authorised company, and pick up your
set-top box to start watching digital TV.
You have from today to May 31 to use
that coupon that you've already got in the
mail, right? Right?

Joko Widodo will be sworn in today

as the president of Indonesia, one of

the remaining countries which holds
elections. In Norway, the Oslo Free-

dom Forum has not invited the Thai
government its three-day conference

on “Defeating Dictators” Thousands of
delegates throwing carbon emissions
into the air like confetti at a New Year’s
party have flown to Bonn for the sixth
UNFCCC session focusing on the Second
Workstream of the Durban Platform for
Enhanced Action. No, really, they don’t
even say “climate change” any more,
you're supposed to know what that is.

TUESDAY

Free money starts arriving today at rice
farmers' homes — 1,000 baht per rai, up
to 15,000 baht per farmer. The govern-
ment's plan to dump billions into circula-
tion has won a lukewarm response, since
so many rice farmers actually have to
lease their land to work.

The military court will order the seven
“Khon Kaen model” defendants to enter
a plea this morning. The red shirts face
charges that carry the death penalty,

including terrorism. They were arrested
by the army at a hotel on May 23, alleg-
edly with guns and explosives — but
deny it.

Yangon is hosting the Second Myanmar
Electric Power Convention today. Thais
will be among the 250 or so delegates,
eager to see Myanmar produce lots and
lots of electricity, for sale, cheap.

Moving right along ... the National
Reform Council holds its first official
meeting today. That triggers the 15-day
countdown to appoint 20 members of the
36-member Constitution Drafting Com-
mission, about which you will hear much,
starting next month.

WEDNESDAY

Put in your bid today for part or all of
the 200,000 tonnes of white and broken
rice up for auction by the Foreign
Trade Department.

Look! Up in the sky! It's the fireballs of
October (and we don’t mean the naga

in the Mekong). The Orionids meteor
shower is expected to treat you to about
20 “shooting stars” an hour, tonight and
tomorrow. The best viewing time is
between midnight and dawn, so long as
there are no clouds about.

You'll be up anyhow to watch today’s and
tomorrow’s Champions League matches.
All 32 teams in the eight groups play on
one of the nights.

Today’s matches of note are Man City in
Moscow and Chelsea hosting Maribor.
Tonight's matches include Liverpool
trying to get back on track when Real
Madrid visit Anfield.

All matches except the Man City game
(11pm Tuesday evening) are at 1.45am.
Baseball’s seven-game World Series,
which is actually the final of a North
American club championship, starts this
morning at 7am.
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THURSDAY

The Bangkok Mass Transit Authority will
post the final version of its specifications
for the 3,183 new buses you're going to
buy for them. Activists believe they have
talked the BMTA into getting low-floor
vehicles to give access to the disabled.
The website is www.bmta.co.th.

Tesco, which makes truckloads and
truckloads of money from its Thailand
operations, will finally release its first-half
results today in London. Share prices
have been leaking lately since it was
discovered that previous accounting and
financial reports were fiction, created by
rogue executives.

FRIDAY

It is United Nations Day, celebrating the
1945 founding of the organisation with
more platitudes and vacuity than the
Miss Universe question-and-

answer round.

There was a report that Apple would
agree to take your money for a normal-
priced iPhone 6 today. But no, the
company wants to punish the NBTC,
so you have to wait another week. If
you have a favourite big store, however,
you can put in your pre-order today on
their website.

SATURDAY

It’s the 10th anniversary of the Tak Bak
massacre. At least 85 young men died
when they were packed into army trucks
after their arrest during anti-government
protests at the district town of Narathiwat.
There never has been an accounting for
the deaths.

A full schedule of Premier League games
starts at 6.45pm with Manchester City at
West Ham.
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WINNERS

Press management

The strange meeting of the week saw
busy UK Ambassador Mark Kent
exchanging wais, smiles and, then, quiet
words with Supinya Klanarong, the one-
time media activist who now serves on
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC). Mr
Kent let it slip he was concerned that
the Thai media was acting unethically

in its Koh Tao murder reports. Instead
of telling him he was in the wrong office,
Ms Supinya apparently took the British
complaints. That raises the question of
how the NBTC got to be concerned with
the content of news in or on Thai media.
It also raised eyebrows over media ethics
from an official where the News of the
World was printed.
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