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NBTC sets sight
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA casting, what is the solution?,” said vice-
president for marketing Kematat
The National Broadcasting and Tele- Paladesh.
communications Commission (NBTC) In a related development, Col Natee
has tightened its grip on the TVbusiness  said the NBTC's broadcasting committee
by ordering all free TV operators and  will today consider expanding its man-
TrueVisions to submit their programme  date to cover the set-top box business
schedules and report any change made  for pay-TVs.
to them in the future. Currently, more than 50 companies

The regulator said the move isinline have imported set-top boxes and many
with Section 34 of the Radio and Tele- are preparing to market them.
vision Broadcasting Act. The NBTC on May 30 announced that

Airing of a new programme must be companies or TV operators that import,
approved by the NBTC 15 days in produce or distribute receivers for pay-
advance. Free TV — Channels 3,5, 7,9, TV programmes must by law apply for
11 and Thai PBS — must clarify their permits first.
signal transmissions on all platforms as Col Natee said the NBTC will consider
well. ““So far, none of the free TVs or granting permits only to TV operators
TrueVisions has complied with thisrule.  that produce, import and distribute the
They should do it now,”” said Col Natee set-top boxes under its upcoming regu-
Sukonrat, chairman of the NBTC’s broad-  lations and related laws of other state
casting committee. agencies.

The committee hopes the enforcement Grammy has already sold 800,000 set-
would help prevent future disputes like  top boxes. They were approved on March
that between GMM Grammy and True- 27 as radio communications devices.
Visions over the Euro 2012 football Supinya Klangnarong, a member of
matches. the broadcasting committee, said in her

“We believe the regulation won't affect  view Grammy should pay a higher fee
our new programmes, which will be than the 200 baht it does now, a sugges-
launched in July. But if we fail to broadcast ~ tion Col Natee said is difficult to fulfil as
our new programmes, who will take the devices do not use frequency based
responsibility? In case of urgent broad- on the 1955 Radio Communication Act.
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Column: Bangkok Post. Even populism has its limits

Bangkok Post

THE NEWSPAPER YOU CAN TRUST

Even populism
has its limits

government’s workis always balanced by
ahost of demands, often conflicting. Starting
with the election promises, a prime minister
and cabinetcome to office on a crestof
public expectations. During the following
months, sometimes years, attempts to keep the prom-
ises blend with the day to day chores of running the
country, enforcing laws and dealingwith new events.

Ever since Thaksin Shinawatra won his firstelection
ashead ofthe Thai Rak Thai Party, populism has
become a built-in part of Thai politics. Citizens now
know they can vote themselves part of the public
purse. All political parties have bought into the system
of promising voters areturn on their ballots. One
resulthasbeen a larger government, in some cases
to deal with keeping the populist promises.

Itwas probablyinevitable that pandering to the
public and attending to the true needs of citizens
would get mixed up. There arereal and serious areas
where an administration can ormust play arole,
beyond the humdrum and clearly defined duties of
government. In last year’s floods the government
tried —and often failed — to care for the “refugees’
ofinundations from the North to Bangkok. On an
equally important but more macro level, the govern-
ment has tried — and often succeeded —in applying
economic policies to ensure the smoothest possible

News ID: C-120619001060 (19 Jun 12/05:51)

recovery from the disaster of the floods. Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra last week toured many of the
most vulnerable areas to inspect the projects which
may prevent suchsevere flooding in the future.

However, then there are the areas where government
intrudes in places where itis not needed and in fact
is unwanted. The news last week that the Culture
Ministry had lodged an official police complaint against
Lady Gaga had most thinking persons cringingin
embarrassment or worse. It did not take the ministry
to inform the countryif a concert was offensive, ora
tweet. Providing the foreign media with another chance
to guffaw atan allegedly offensive act by a foreign
performeris hardly what we need from a ministry
specifically assigned to be dignified.

More to the point, though, was an announcement
lastweek by Yanyong Phuangrach, the commerce
permanent secretary, that heis assembling a list of
proper ceiling prices for khao gaeng, the simple one-
dish lunches consumed by most of the country. With
allrespect to Mr Yanyong, there is no such thing as
one, correctprice forrice-and-one-dish. There are
literally hundreds of variables which go into pricing
fastfood nationwide, from the quality of the rice to
the rent that might be paid by the vendor.

Fast-cooked food prices are best left to the market,
a procedure which works so well because khao gaeng
is sowidely and wonderfully available. Regulators, of
course, are necessary to oversee food quality. Con-
sumers can generally decide what theywant for lunch
and howmuch theywill pay.

Atthe same time, the National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission has recently taken
up theissue of the Euro 2012 Football Championship,
as True Visionsis not showing the matches. The
NBTC stepped in to protect consumers butithasto
make sure that this will not be a major diversion from
the actual jobs assigned to the broadcasting regulator,
such as assigning and regulating 3G or 4G phone
networks.

Government and its bodies must knowhow to use
theirlimited assets to protect and help citizens, and
not try merely to indulge them.
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_set-top boxes.

distributetheboxes onlyto TV oper-
ReglLla,tO'r setto ators licensed under its upcoming
regulations, ortothose of otherstate

7‘6’07:8 e imp OTt ban agencies. Operators under state con-

|cessions include free-TV business-

es, TrueVisions and some cable-TV

ons Bt- tOp bO&U&S‘ |comipanies.

| Natee said satellite TV Set- toﬁ '

: boxes should, however, not be
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP ; y s s =
THENATION included under radio communica

tion devices, because they are used
for receiving satellite signals, not for

The National Broadcasting and . 4 frequency,

Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting committee will meet
today to revise a ban on those set-
top box providers and cable- and  NBTC consumer protection sub-
satellite-TV operators who do not 1 ittee on broadcasting, which
hold NBTClicencesfromimporting 151 called on the regulator to take
legal action against GMM Grammy,

The resolution has beenin effect  \hich holds the ri ight to broadcast
since May 30. live Euro 2012 football matches in

Natee §ukonrat, chairmanofthe * Thailand, and its broadcast part-
watchdog’sbroadcastingpanel,said ~ pops - ThaiTV3, TV5 and

yesterday that his committeewould ~ piodernine TV - as they have left
revise its decision after receiving  ygre than 10 million satellite-TV

complaints  from satellite-TV  1,,,seholds with blank screens dur-
providers, traders and distributors ing matches since June 8.

that the restriction kept them from Natee said his panel had asked

Eringing n}fwly ordered set- 0P the consumer protection subcom-

oxes into the country. . mittee to gather more details before
ThewatchdogonMay 30 extend- making a decision.

ed thedefinition of radio c_onpnum- GMM Grammy has allowed only

cation devices to cover all kinds of = 16 usersofits GMM Z set-top boxes

set-top boxes in an effort to bring 4,4 thoge with a conventional TV

casting committee yesterday did
not approve a proposal from the

orderto the broadcastingbusiness. | ,ntenna to view the matehes via its .

It said it would consider granti-

: ) own channel and the three free TV
ng permits to produce, import and

channels, respectively.
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INITIAL VALUATION FOR 2.1GHZ SPECTRUM SUBMITTED

INITIAL PRICE VALUATION OF A 5MHZ
BANDWIDTH SLOT OF 2.1GHZ SPECTRUM

The valuation was madexmﬁ a group of | IectUrers of Chu!alongkorn
University's economics f dUltymlred lb i

priate reserve price of th

on the matter by Nera, th
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Source; National Breadcasting and Ten'eoomrﬁumcaﬂons Commission
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The National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
working group on the reserve price
for the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum yes-
terday submitted its initial spec-
trum-price valuation in the range of
Bt6.23 hillion to Bt13.29 billion to
the watchdog'’s reserve price sub-
committee.

An NBTC source said the reserve
price for the spectrum auction was
expected to be finalised at 60-80
per cent of this initial price range,
or Bt4 billion to Bt5 billion per
spectrum slot of 5 megahertz band-
width.

The working group also pro-

posed various mod'els for caleulat-
ing the reserve price of a 5MHz slot,
based on this initial range.

Settapong Malisuwan, chairman
of the NBTC telecom committee,
once said the reserve price should
not be too high, but set between Bt4:
billion to Bt5 billion per slot, given
that soon the watchdog will also
have other spectra available for
future auctions, such as the
1,800MHz spectrum. This is unlike
the experience of its predecessor,
the National Telecommunications
Commission (NTC), which had only
the 2.1GHz spectrum ready to be
put to auetion.

The reserve price commlttee w1]l
submit the working group’s initial
price range for consideration of the
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2.1GHz management subcommittee

today, which will forward it to the
telecom committee tomorrow for

finalisation. Then it will submit the

final reserve price to the NBTC
board on June 27.

For the NTC's aborted auction
planned for November 2010, the
reserve price of the 2.1GHz spec-
trum was set at Bt12.8 billion per
15MHz bandwidth.

Telecom industrialists said that
if the NBTC reserve price were

lower than that of the NTC, the

watchdog would risk facing criti-
cism.

The NBTC's 2.1GHz subcommit-
tee recently proposed to the telecom

| committee to auction nine slots of

the spectrum, each containing

5MHz bandwidth. It is waiting for
the telecom committee’s approval.
The watchdog intends to auction
the 2.1GHz spectrum in October.

The NBTC working group on the
reserve price comprises a group of
lecturers from Chulalongkorn
University’s economics faculty. Its
study on the initial price of the
2.1GHz spectrum is based on the
nine slots of the spectrum to be
available in the auction, a total
2.1GHz spectrum of 45MHz band-
width, licence period of 15 years, the
other spectra to be available for
future auctions, and technology
change.

It also includes economic factors
such as'population density and the
number of mobile-phone users.
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