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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

The Senate meets today for another
internal election, this time for a first
deputy speaker to replace Nikom
Wairatpanich, who is the new speaker
(see Milestones). The Group of 40
appointed senators will be livid if vet
another elected senator manages to get
the post.

Nikom Wairatpanich.

Ifyou missed the Thai Open — or went
and loved it— Star Sports is showing
highlights of the tournament today at
7am and 3:30pm.

TUESDAY

Ariya Jutanugarn and 155 other top
women golfers tee off this morning for
practice rounds at the CN Canadian
Women's Open in British Columbia. It
is aweek-long festival. Ariya beat out
her sister Moriyaat the Canadian
women's amateur tournament in Alberta
to qualify for this week’s big kahuna.
The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) begins a two-day meeting on
whetherwe can have a proper 3G wireless
system. Probably the answer will be ““yes
but” —meaning “no’ for now, but
maybe later. The never-ending
preparations to get ready to start to
organise a 3G bidding auction will

continue, likelywith an announcement
that the NBTC won't charge a minimum
of 4.5 billion baht per bid after all. Instead
itwill be six billion.

WEDNESDAY

Approach the bench, Jatuporn Prompan,
it's time for yetanother hearingon
whether to revoke your bail. Mr Jatuporn
isone of 19 red shirtswho may have
violated their bail conditions, by doing
things such as giving speeches that were
justallittle too provocative. Tt will be yet
another photo opportunityat the
Bangkok Criminal Court, as the UDD
supporters hold a rally in support of the
19 red shirts who could go back behind
bars.

The London Paralympics begin this
evening, ahead of the official opening
nextweek. The first eventisafive-a-
side football match pitting blind players
from China against Turkey.

THURSDAY

The red shirts had their turn on the
justice carpet, and today it's the turn
of the yellowshirts. Accused terrorists
ofthe People’s Alliance for Democracy
may learn today whether they will join
thered shirtsin jail or on bail.
Prosecutors have postponed cases
against four core yellow shirts several
times but promise to decide today
whether to press charges for the 2008
sieges of parliament and two Bangkok
airports.

She didn’t win a medal but Olympic
quarter-finalist Ratchanok “May"’
Inthanonis due to leave for China today
inwhatis probably the best post-
London deal ofall the Thai athletes.
The badminton starwon hearts athome
—and also in China, where the Tsingtao
Club ofthe Chinese Super League of
badminton wants her. Thai coach
Kamala Thongkorn said May was
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offered “‘seven figures’ for the four-
month season that lasts until December.

FRIDAY

The noose (potentially) tightens a bit
today on the army and 12 state agencies
who bought the magic bomb detectors
known as GT200 and Alpha 6. The
Department of Special Investigation (DSI)
has called all 13 of the agencies
concerned. Of course, they can send
flunkies or even skip the meeting, but
they can'tavoid either the public interest
or the sharp-tongued DSI, which said
last week they all got cheated.
InNorway, a court will sentence Anders
Breivik to prison or the asylum. For
certain, the greatest mass murderer of
the 21st century (so far) won’t be walking
free any time in the foreseeable future,
but get this: If Breivik is declared insane,
he can beincarcerated for life. If not,
the maximum sentence is 24 years, or

jail for 111 days for each person he killed.

SATURDAY

HRH Princess Sirivannavari Nariratana
will preside over one of the last post-
Olympic presentations. The princess will
present a bouquet to thegold. . . er, silver
medallist Kaew Pongprayoon.

Old people will be shuffling slowly into
thearena at Impact Muang Thong fora
punny Sud Jai Mai Maimuan 25th
anniversary show at 7pm, a concert by
Mai Jaroenpura. Audience members will
remember when she was the scandal girl.
Maiwill have a second show tomorrow at
3pm. Tickets at (thaiticketmajor.com) cost
from 500 to 4,000 baht.

The most famous general of 20th century
Vietnam turns 101 today. There were
rumours last month that Vo Nguven Giap
had died, but he is still alive and still,
reportedly, grumpy about the Chinese
and their actions in the South China Sea.
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