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NBTC MOVING AHEAD WITH REGULATIONS FOR DIGITAL TV

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The National Broadeastihg and
Telecommunications Commission’s
broadcasting committee will
consider the draft of licensing
regulations for the terrestrial
digital TV business as soon as pos-
sible to meet its intention to grant
the first two types of digital TV
licences in September.

The NBTC's board approved the
four licence types last month: for
providers of a broadcasting net-
work, broadcasting facility, broad-
casting service, and application
service. '

The broadcasting network
licence, or so-called multiplex
licence, is for such businesses as
TV stations or centres for beaming
programmes to TV receivers, while
the broadcasting facility licence is
for the provision of basic infra-
structure such as signal towers and
transmission lines.

The broadeasting service licence
1s for digital TV channel operators,
which will have to bid for the spec-
trum to offer the service.

The broadcasting committee is expected to begin
issuing the licences for broadeasting facility and
broadcasting network providers in September.

The holders of these three types
of licences will have to pay a
licence fee of 2 per cent of their
annual revenue.

Those wanting to provide ter-
restrial digital TV, cable or satellite
TV gervices can apply for these
licences according to the nature of
their business.

The broadcasting committee is
expected to begin issuing the
licences for broadeasting facility
and broadcasting network
providers in September, while
issuance of broadeasting service
licences for public and commercial
operations will begin around
December,

Broadeasting committee
chairman Natee Sukonrat said that
the NBTC supported existing free-
TV operators jointly applying for
the broadcasting facility licence
as they could leverage their facili-
ties.

News ID: C-120702003010 (2 Jul 12/05:56)
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Sura Gaintanasilp, executive
vice president at MCOT, the opera-
tor of Modernine TV, said the firm,
which operates Channel 9 and
owns the concession for Channel 3,
was keen to ask other TV operators
to provide facility services jointly.
Channels 3 and 9 have a combined
36 signal transmission towers
across the country, enough to serve
future digital TV channel opera-
tors.

But he is doubtful that other TV
operators would join the mission
to become facility providers.

The Royal Army’s TV5 and the
state-run Channel 11 might need to
wait for the Army and the govern-
ment to give them direction on the
matter.

And he is not sure whether the
non-profit Thai PBS could take
part in this commerecially oriented
mission.
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Questions over digital TV~

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission's broadcasting committee,
‘addressed the most frequently asked questions about the upcoming
tertestrial digital TV sector.

m The expected starting price at the auction on the spectrum for
commercial digital TV service is Bt300 million to Bt400 million per
standard TV (SDTV) channel and four times that amount for a high
definition TV (HDTV) channel. The price might be lower if bidders need
the spectrum to air children's, documentary, or other socially beneficial
programmes. R _ ]

 m|nitially there will be 18 commmercial SDTV channels, four HDTV

' commercial channels, and 14 public SDTV channels on the:spectrum.
Channels 3,5, 7, 9 and 11 and the Thai Public Broadeasting Service will
be required to air programmes simultaneously on both analog and
'digijcacli TV platforms throughout the remaining concession or licence
periods.

The NBTC will spend the proceeds from the spectrum auction to sub-
sidise digital TV set-top-boxes for viewers.

- TVchannels with provocative content are expected to be much better
behaved once they operate under the licensing regime.
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InTouch
eyes joint
bid for EPL

Success would further
digital TV aspirations

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

InTouch Plc, formerly known as Shin
Corporation, has outlined plans to set
up business alliances for joint bidding
on English Premier League (EPL) broad-
casting rights next month.

Clinching EPL rights would be sig-
nificant for the new digital television
broadcasting platform of the country’s
largest telecom firm.

InTouch plans to bid for a licence to
provide commercial digital TV service,
which is expected to be issued in August
2013.

The company needs three licences
to provide three commercial TV channels.

“Three companies so far have
approached us for a possible collabor-
ation to bid for the broadcasting rights
to EPL soccer matches from 2013-16
including GMM Grammy Plc and RS
Plc,” said Somprasong Boonyachai,
InTouch's executive chairman.

He said his company expects to con-
clude this month its feasibility study on
the bidding.

““We can confirm a bid in partnership
with one or two firms,” said Mr Somp-
rasong.

He said InTouch is prepared to spend
1 billion baht to win the EPL broadcasting
rights.

GMM chairman Paiboon
Damrongchaitham recently disclosed
that GMM is negotiating with other lead-
ing broadcasters for joint bidding on
the EPL.

The company had earmarked 2-3 bil-
lion baht for the bid. It has a separate
plan to bid jointly with TrueVisions.

As well, Mr Somprasong said InTouch
is preparing to ride on the cloud com-
puting boom by offering cloud-based
mobile and broadband internet services.

The firm plans to spend hundreds of

millions of baht to build its own cloud
network to support the new business
opportunity.

Cloud computing is a style of com-
puting where scalable IT-enabled capa-
bilities are delivered as services across
the internet to multiple external cus-
tomers and billed by consumption.

There are three basic types of cloud
computing — infrastructure, platform
and software as a service.

Users can access cloud-based appli-
cations through a web browser or mobile
app while business software and user
data are stored on servers at remote
locations.

InTouch’s Mr Somprasong said the
group’s mobile flagship Advanced Info
Service (AIS) and CS LoxInfo will place
priority on cloud offerings this year.

“We need to shift into new emerging
technologies to capitalise on the growing
demand for cloud-based services and
expand our business opportunities,” he
said. “The jump is necessary.”

CS LoxInfo, the group’s internet service
provider, will focus on both corporate
customers and the retail market, the
latter of which is driven by the prolifer-
ation of smartphones.

AIS will focus on providing cloud-
based data storage services for bookstores
and music stores. Tt also plans to intro-
duce free unlimited storage capacity.

Mr Somprasong said AIS is ready for
the new mobile industry challenge con-
cerning the upcoming third-generation
licensing auction on the international
2.1-gigahertz frequency, scheduled for
October.

Thaicom, the group’s satellite arm, is
preparing to launch a satellite next year,
he said.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission last week
granted a network licence to operate
satellite services to Thaicom under a
new licensing system.

The country’s sole satellite service
provider was the only company to apply

News ID: C-120702001077 (2 Jul 12/05:46)
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for the type-3 licence to provide service
as a provider with its own network.

The licence will enable Thaicom to
pre-sell transponder bandwidth capacity
on the Thaicom 7 satellite.

InTouch (INTUCH) shares closed Fri-
day on the Stock Exchange of Thailand
at 60.75 baht, up one baht, in heavy
trade worth 1.54 billion baht.
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RULES ‘SHOULD SEEK TO
CREATE A BALANCE’

SIRIVISHTOOMBUM,
WACHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

The upcoming broadcasting regula-
tions should seek a balance between
protection of international copy-
righted contents on free TV and con-
sumer rights to access all free-TV
content, a seminar was told.

This concern follows the public
debate on the blackout of live Euro
soccer matches in millions of satel-
lite TV households. GMM Grammy,
theholderoflocal rights tobroadeast
the tournament this year, leased air-
time from three free-T'V stations -
BEC'’s ThaiTV3, the Army’s TV5 and
MCOT’s Modernine TV - to broad-
cast live matches over the airwaves
only.

GMM Grammyinsists that it pro-
tects copyright with signal encryp-
tion to control access withinrec’ge
Kingdom, as it must comply withthe
conditions of the rights owner, Uefa.

But the Confederation of Con-
sumer Organisation of Thailand has
complained that GMM Z, the satel-
litebroadeast unit of GMM Grammy,
has caused more than 10 million TV
viewers tomiss the Euro 2012 soccer
tournament. It claimed this was a
violation of consumer rights.

Sudharma Yoonaidharma, dean
of the law school of the University of
the Thai Chamber of Commerce and
chairman ofthe university’s Acadeny
of Enterprise and Public Policy and
Regulation (APaR), said Thailand
hadtostrictlyenforce copyrightsand
theintellectual propertylaw. Free TV
was a good example of an industry
that had been complying with the
copyright law.
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He made the remark during a
seminar where content makers and
thinkers shared views on the copy-
right law and creativity in the digital

‘media. The event was co-hosted by

the ApaR, Institute for Social and
Economic Policy and organiser
Absolute Communication and
Events.

He said the NBTChas theright to
set broadeasting regulations but
copyrighted content was under the
purview of state intellectual proper-
ty agencies. The blank screen on TV
3, 5 and Modernine as carried by
TrueVisions cable network shows
that thesefree channelsrespectcopy-
rights, he added.

Narongvit Techatanawat, execu-
tive producer of GMM Grammy, told
theseminarthathehoped people pay
as much attention to the issue of
copyrightprotection for musicprod-
ucts as they do to GMM Grammy’s
broadcasting rights to live Euro
matches. Thana Thienachariya, CEO
of GMM Z, said the NBTC should
prepare well-designed broadcasting
rules and regulations to govern this
dynamic industry.

If the watchdog wants to adopt
the “must carry”rule, itshould deter-
mine clear-cut guidelines on which
internationalsportsevents shouldbe
on a list to be made available to all
viewers. Under the rule, satellite and

_cable TV platforms would show free

TV programmes on their networks.
Ekachai Phakdurong, vice presi-
dentfor corporate affairs at Thaicom,
the country’s broadcasting satellite
operator, said the watchdog might
support TV operators that want to
launch a joint bid for those listed
events-asaTV Pool. '
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