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Upgrade of NBTC suggested for coordination of digital economy

modernisation

NOPHAKHUN LIMSAMARNPHUN
THE NATION

THAILAND needs to upgrade the
National Broadecasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
to focus more on coordinating various ele-
ments of the digital economy and society.

The suggestion was made by Rajnesh
Singh, director for Asia-Pacific of
Washington DC-based Internet Society, an
independent body.

Singapore’s Infocomm Media
Development Authority was an example,
he said.

The agency both develops and regulates
the island republic’s converging infocomm
and media sectors in a holistic fashion to
create a dynamic and vibrant ecosystem
for new players as well as consumers.

In the case of Thailand, the NBTC’s role
is more like a regulator.

The lack of effective and holistic coordi-
nation among key components of the digi-
tal economy and society will lead to the
development of crucial industries in bits
and pieces.

Governments need to avoid the missing
links among information, communication
and media technology vis-?-vis various
industries such as energy, commerce,
transport and finance.

A high-level coordination group is
required to ensure maximum benefits for
the convergence of these industries using
infocomm and media technology.

Digital technology has a powerful, dis-
ruptive force as evidenced by the advent of
Uber and Grab for taxi and other transport
services or AirBnb for the hotel and

tourism industries. To develop the likes of
these digital disruptive services, the high-
level coordination body needs to both reg-
ulate and promote new players.

In Thailand, the tourism, agriculture,
automobile and food and beverage indus-
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tries have high potential for digitalisation
and convergence.

For example, the Internet of Thing can
be used to increase the efficiency and
sharpen the competitive edge in farming
by installing sensors to measure soil and

water conditions to achieve higher pro-
ductivity in plantations.

Big data and artificial intelligence can
also be used in logistics and tourism man-
agement for safety, efficiency and other
benefits.

The digital economy and automation in
manufacturing will displace many jobs at a
faster pace in coming years so people need
to acquire new skills for employment.

This will make science and technology
education much more important in
national human resource development.

On e-commerce taxation, it is time to
explore a fairer tax system for online
transactions given that there have been big
loopholes used by multinational
companies to evade taxes around the
world.

For example, renowned giant tech firms

regularly book their revenues in low and
tax-free locations such as Singapore and
Ireland to avoid paying higher taxes in
countries where their customers actually
reside.

In the case of Thailand, the Revenue
Department, for example, is attempting to
require domestic banks and payment plat-
forms to withhold taxes on e-commerce
transactions.

On tech start-ups and the “sharing”
economy as exemplified by the likes of
Uber and AirBnb, the trend has led to
new business models and new types of
demand and customers, so these busi-
nesses will have to be reclassified and sub-
jected to separate rules vis-a-vis existing
rules, which currently apply to the older
and more traditional businesses, he
added.
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No questions here

Re: “Women are not simply walking vaginas’,
(Opinion, Aug31).

The Ministry of Culture said: “National
artists are selected based on their artistic
excellence and morality.” The last word is
decisive and determining factor. Basically
it means the artist toes the line and props
up the status quo without doing what most
artists in the West tend to do: question the
status quo.

FRANZ L

Just a pretty face?

Of course, it is not right to express the
sentiment in the form of a vulgar poem, as
stated by Sanitsuda Ekachai in her Aug 31
article. But ask yourself one question: Why
did Thaksin Shinawatra choose his sister
Yingluck to be PM? Because of her political
experience? Because of her knowledge of
affairs affecting the country? Nope. For one
reason: She is a pretty female with a nice
smile to distract the cameras when the rest
of his cronies got on with the job of steal-
ing money.

Her gender is 100% the reason she got
the job and sometimes I was embarrassed
for her.

BEWILDERED

Pawn in Thaksin game

Thaksin Shinawatra should be ashamed of
himself for setting up his sister for the situa-
tion she finds herself in. She had no political
background or qualifications to be premier.
But, she was set up. She was a pawn of party
and her brother and now she must suffer. I
find it a cruel tyranny to do such a thing to
your own sister, perpetuated in the name of
your own quest for power.

HARRY C MCCAFFREY

Bangkok

Philosophical pickings

Thaksin Shinawatra has now taken to quot-
ing philosophers (Opinion, Aug 31). He
should try this quote by Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva: “In Brazil, a poor man goes to jail
when he steals. When a rich man steals, he
becomes a minister”.

DAVID JAMES WONG

Everyone’s clueless

It seem government officials, the foreign
minister, the DSI and the police don’t have a
clue where the ex-PM, Boss and the ex-abbot
are. How do they keep their jobs?

CONTACT: BANGKOK POST BUILDING, 136 NA RANONG ROAD, KLONG TOEY, BANGKOK 10110
Fax: +02 2403666, email: postbag@bangkokpost.co.th
Allletter writers must provide full name and address. All published correspondence is subject to editing at our discretion.

MRP

A road well travelled

I have just finished reading Frederick
Forsyth’s old novel, The Odessa File, and 1
could not help wondering at the similarities.
The Nazi military hierarchy established an
underground railroad to help pass individu-
als along to South American countries to
escape prosecution after the war. Thailand’s
moneyed elite seem to have the same sort
of system here to escape justice and flee

the country when pursued by the law, from
former prime ministers to monks to hit-and-
run brats.

Nazi fugitives and rich Thais, aside from
having great reserves of money to help them,
and waiting for them in their new areas of
abode, also had organised help along organ-
ised escape routes.

Just a momentary, fleeting thought.

FAIR DUNKUM

Barking up wrong tree

Re: “Pledging not evil’ (PostBag, Aug 28).

How very magnanimous of Vint Chavala
to think Yingluck Shinawatra should have
awaited her fate — a possible 10-year
jail sentence.

To suggest that someone, probably
coerced into running for office in the first
place, somehow has a moral duty to trans-
form themselves into Thailand’s “Nelson
Mandela” seems utterly fatuous (but just the
kind of thing that comes easy from the safety
of one’s home).

Perhaps the prospect of putting her faith
in a legal system that recently sentenced hu-
man rights activist Jatupat Boonpattaraksa
to two and a halfyears for “sharing” a BBC
article online did not appeal.
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In this Aug 25
photo, a crowd of
people gather in
front of the
Criminal Court and
give a show of
hands in support of
former premier
Yingluck
Shinawatra who
did not show up for
the ruling in her
case.APICHIT
JINAKUL

Once again Khun Vint is barking up the
wrong tree.
YANAWA DAVID

Army doublespeak

Re: “Army says escape plot well hatched”
(BB Aug 30).

This latest effort is a perfect piece of
doublespeaking gobbledegook from the
boys in the Thai army: whilst he “admitted
that there is still no clue to indicate how
she escaped if indeed she fled the country”
(if indeed?!) the army man in charge of the
amazing failure insists that “Her escape had
been well prepared and decided in advance.”
Well, obviously when you are clueless, that
must be the explanation.

Do he and his army mates honestly
expect anyone to believe such claims rather
than to roll around on the floor as sensible
people must when faced with such self-
inflicted ridicule?

FELIX QUI

Skytrain sardines

In addition to passengers’ complaints about
the poor, if any, consideration for the disa-
bled using the skytrain, may I add that even
those who can use the service are treated like
sardines with overcrowded carriages being
the norm (Editorial, Sept 1). Additionally,
most countries have reduced fares for the
elderly which the skytrain refuses to give.

Thus, before further increasing fares,
which the skytrain intends shortly to do,
first prioritise the passengers’ needs. After
all, it’s the passengers who make the gravy
train profitable.

MARTINR

Land of illegality
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Itis with a genuine and passionate interest
that I read various letters concerning what
Thailand can do to contribute to reducing

the toxic strangulation that plastic waste is

having on our planet and, therefore, on all of
us, indirectly.

Reference has been made to initiatives
in Kenya that involve the punitive power
of fines and even imprisonment for people
issuing or merely carrying plastic bags. Then
why can such urgent, or similar, legislative
measures not be employed here in the “Land
of Plastic”?

The answer is incredibly simple: Laws that
are enacted can only be successfully imple-
mented if there is a willingness and an ability
to strictly enforce such statutory compulsion
in everyday and actual practice.

One simple illustration of why this will
not happen in Thailand occurs when I see
the traffic police officers at intersections
directing traffic, for example, they have fairly
large numbers of people, on motorcycles,
who are not wearing the legally obliged
crash helmets stationary right in front of
them. They are clearly breaking the law, but
they are simply waved on their way, without
even a verbal reprimand or warning.

So, if the “boys in brown” are unable or
unwilling to punish those who willfully in-
fringe such an easily observable law, which
is designed to safeguard the riders/passen-
gers own direct, personal welfare, then what
chance do we have of seeing laws passed to
protect our planet and our indirect well-be-
ing through the judicious use of plastic bags
ever being taken seriously?

Logically, it is arguably futile and point-
less to enact more, new laws in Thailand
until the most basic existing ones are fully
and fairly enforced, unless the aim is simply
about adding to the cornucopia of flagrant
illegality. Or am I missing something?

GMT

Agreeing with Eric

Re: “Suu Kyi is a fake) (PostBag, Aug 30).
Why do I feel such an overwhelming
sense of unease and anxiety that Eric and I
agree, albeit on only one issue?
DAVID BROWN

Superiority complex

Many people including myself ask how is

it possible that Aung San Sui Kyi who was
supposed to be a democracy icon can be so
cruel towards the Rohingya. But that's like
asking how the Americans who signed the
Declaration of Independence could have
owned slaves.

Or people will say Israel is a democracy
while overlooking the fact that the Pales-
tinians whom the Israelis are oppressing
have no say in that democracy. Often when

people say they believe in freedom and de-
mocracy they only mean for “good people”
and not for “inferior” ones such as blacks,
Rohingya or Palestinians.

ERIC BAHRT

Truly unpunished

Recently the NBTC ordered True Visions to
give all subscribers an upgrade for a month
as a punishment for changing the quality of
programming to a much lower quality on
January 1, 2560 when True Visions stopped
all HBO channels and other channels in
favour of cheaper channels so they could
make more profit. Unfortunately, the
one-month upgrade only served to tempt
subscribers to pay more for a higher-level
package rather than punish True Visions.

Satellite TV subscribers deserve to get
higher-quality programming for their hard-
earned money. True Visions needs to give
its paying customers the very best shows
they can — a higher tier on better-quality
channels. The NBTC needs to exact firmer
punishment so True Visions will not take
advantage of customers again.

SIR WILLIAM OF DOODADSHIRE

Stop left-wing rants

Why do you use such biased articles from
journalists from certain US newspapers? The
latest rant from Paul Krugman, (who is way
past his sell by date), in the Aug 29 publica-
tion is full of left-wing propaganda using all
the latest buzz words such as “white suprem-
acist” No mention of course about the crooks
presidents Clinton and Obama pardoned.
JIM SNOW

Lift the Thai game

Just back in Australia after a stopover in
Bangkok, a city we love and visit often but
perhaps not any more. We flew into Bangkok
from Istanbul and the immigration time
took half of the flight time from Istanbul.
The point of the stopover was lost and we
should have just transited and flown home.
Thailand needs to lift its game and fix many
issues that should not be issues at all. Tour-
ism is important and you need to treat us
far better. The slow counter staff and the
old fashioned out-of-date arrival form are a
joke. After over 20 years of loving Thailand it
is likely we will go elsewhere. Even the way
beach chairs/ umbrellas at Patong beach
have been removed misses what tourists
want and enjoy. Fix the way transport is run
in Phuket as well and have metered taxis like
everywhere else does and not the rogues
who run transport.
STUART
Australia
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Silly ideas abound

It seems some Bright Ideas departments
could do with some common sense.

Recent silly ideas include: Coal-fired
power station in the South.

Renewables are cheaper, faster to
construct and of course far, far cleaner
and healthier.

Closing the BTS Taksin station for
two years.

Build a new station on the Thon Buri side.
The BMA parks depot can be relocated to
make up for the lost space in the park. Build
a travelling escalator (like in Hong Kong)
from Taksin BTS to Surasak for those living
on the Bangkok side.

The people most affected are tourists,
though all the big hotels have boats.

Three different Social Security schemes.

Why should civil servants get more
benefits? All should be handled by the same
department with the same benefits.

The new bus routes. The new routes con-
fuse everybody and the buses are very ugly.

VICTOR BATCHELOR
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