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Advent of digital TV to fail
‘without legislative support

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BIRTH of digital terrestrial TV
broadcasting to serve community-based
demand will possibly fail if the new digi-
tal economy bills are unsupportive,a
member ofthe broadcasting regulator
said last week.

“I'mreally concerned about the radio
frequency allocation for public and com-
munity-based services because
under the digital economy bills,
the assignment of radio fre-

based broadcasting, which will be run
under a limited source of income.
Besides this, within three to four
years, analog terrestrial TV broadcasting
will be switched off. Then the Army,
MCOT and the Public Relations
Department, which hold those unused
frequencies, might decide to keep them
rather than return them to the regulator.
This might also affect the spectrum
auction for digital radio broadcastingin
the near future. According to
the NBTC's current frequency
allocation plan, the watchdog

quencies appears to give first is planning to use the VHF
priority to government bodies,” (very high frequency) band
Supinya Klangnarong, a mem- for digital radio after those
ber of the National . ‘ﬁﬁ;ﬁs enterprises
Broadcasting and e Bhise
Telecommunications — Throughthelink tothe
Commission (NBTC), told The - SUPINYA NDEC, Supinya expressed her
Nation. i anxiety over the red tape at

Meanwhile, a member of the theNBTC, as it has to regulate-
National Reform Council (NRC) the industry, particularly
suggested that the govemn- regarding frequency alloca-
ment's bills appear to conflict tion,and frequency allocation
with the draft constitution in by the selection method
terms of media refarm. cou“ld lac_i_< transparency.

The NBTC is expected to see : Weaim to keep the
itspower reducedandinde- WASAN broadcasting and telecom-
pendence eliminated after it munications regulatorasan

comes under the oversight of the
National Digital Economy Commission -
(NDEC).

Supinya said that under those cir-
cumstances, it would be difficult to cre-
ate community-based TV broadcasters,
which allow local people to operate
their own TV stations, in the near future.

According to the radio frequency allo-
cation master plan, in each local broad-
casting site, 12 digital terrestrial TV chan-
nels are reserved for community-based
service.

This will encourage local people to
participate in and promote media
reform and liberalisation. :

More importantly, the bills willa
take away the NBTC's revenue and
research and development fund for the
public, disabled and disadvantaged peo-
ple, benefits for the elderly and media
development for public and community
Services.

She said this fund should be reserved

- for the support of the broadcasting
industry, particularly for community-

News ID: C-150202003025 (2 Feb 15/06:18)

%7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

independent entity to ensure and guar-
antee people’s rights and freedom and
fair competition among private opera-
tors,” said Wasan Paileeklee, amember
of the NRC's media reform committee.

In the draft constitution, the NRC
wrotein Article 22 that radio frequen-
cies for radio and television and
telecommunications were national
resources that must be used for the
public interest.

To protect the nation’s benefits, there
will be anindependent entity or broad-
casting and telecommunications regula-
tor to manage and allocate those radio
frequencies.

Besides national security and the
publicinterest, the broadcasting and
telecommunications regulator also has
the responsibility to allocate radio fre-
quencies for local-based services and
less-privileged ones.

However, some details in the digital
economy bills appear to go against the
ongoing media reformoverseenby the

~ NRCheadded.
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Broadband investment to boom in next two years: KRC

THE NATION

INVESTMENT on fixed-line and wireless broad-
band Internet network expansion by both the
public and private sectors is expected to reach
Bt173.2 hillion in the next two years, according
to Kasikorn Research Centre.

Of the total, Bt11 billion is expected to be
spent on wired networks and Bt62 billion on 3G
and 4G wireless networks.

This year’s focus is on wired and 3G
networks, while next year's will be on 4G net-
works.

Subscribers to both wireless and wired
broadband Internet service should surge 19-24
per cent to 34.6 million-36 million this year.

Household fixed broadband Internet sub-
scribers are expected to grow 20-29 per cent to
6.6 million-7 million this year.

Mobile broadband subscribers are tipped to
expand 17 to 23 per cent - to 33-34.6 million
this year, due to the continued decline in the
prices of mobile phones to a more accessible
level and the availability of 4G services.

Thailand's readiness in broadband Internet
network coverage and accessibility is key to
driving the digital economy.

True Corp and Total Access Communication
have already introduced 4G on their existing
2.1GHz frequencies.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission had planned

News ID: C-150202003059 (2 Feb 15/06:19)
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to auction a 12.5MHz-wide band from
TrueMove and the same-width band from
Digital Phone Co (DPC) in the 1,800MHz spec-
trum in the middle of last year, and Advanced
Info Service's 17.5MHz-wide band in the
900MHz spectrum late last year.

Both frequencies can be used to provide 4G
services.

However, after the junta seized power, it
ordered the watchdog to suspend the auction
for one year, pending “complete clarification”
of the plan to the new military regime.

The 1,800MHz concessions of TrueMove and
DPC from CAT Telecom expired in September
2013, while the 900MHz concession of AlIS from
TOT ends this September.
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Panel convened to sort out telecoms

USANEE MONGKOLPORN

THE NATION

THE INFORMATION and
Communications  Technology

Ministry has formed the commit-
tee to seek ways to settle the dis-
putes between TOT and Advanced
Info Service before AIS’ concession
expires in September. 3

ICT  Minister  Pornchai
Rujiprapa said last week that the
committee, which was established
under Article 43 of the new Public-
Private Joint Venture Act, is
expected to reach a conclusion in
the middle of this year.

Then the ministry will forward
the conclusion to the Cabinet for
consideration.

He declined to specify which
problems the committee would
focus on. ‘

The AIS-TOT disputes range
from the rental rate for their
telecommunication towers to own-
ership ofthe towers under the con-
cession.

A source from AIS said the com-
pany has urged the ministry to
establish the committee as soon as
possible to clear up the problems
before the concession ends.

It remainsto be seenifthe com-
mittee will discuss the conclusion
by the committee founded under
Article 22 of the old public-joint
venture lawthat AIS hasto resume
the original concession terms
regarding its revenue-sharing with
TOT from the prepaid mobile
phone service.

TOT had amended AIS’ conces-
sion to allow AIS to reduce its pre-

. paid revenue-sharing rate from 25-

30 per cent to a 20-per-cent flat
rate starting in June 2001. The
Supreme Court cited the case in
ruling in February 2010 that for-
mer prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra was guilty of abuse of
power,

AIS is the flagship of InTouch
Holdings, formerly known as Shin
Corp, which was founded by the
Shinawatras.
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Shortly after the court verdict,
the government set up the com-
mittee under Article 22 to consid-
er how to proceed.

During the Yingluck
Shinawatra government, the
Article 22 committee concluded
that AISand TOT have to return to
the original concession terms.
However, the case faded away.

Shin and AIS have insisted that
their operations have strictly com-
plied with the law and regulations.

TOT granted the 9OOMHZ cel-
lular concession to AIS to provide
the service. The NBTC originally
planned to auction the 12.5MHz-
wide band of TrueMove and a sim-
ilar band of Digital Phone Co
(DPC)in the 1,800MHz spectrum
in the middle of last year, and AIS’
17.5MHz band in the 900MHz
spectrum late last year.

However, after the junta seized
power, it ordered the watchdog to
suspend the bidding for one year,
pending “complete clarification” of

" the plan to the new military regime.
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