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Four HD licences up for bid

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) yesterday
approved a digital plan to grant four
licences for commercial high-definition
(HD) channels next March.

Committee chairman Col Natee
Sukonrat said the panel also agreed to
issue 20 licences for commercial
standard-definition channels.

Under the master plan governing digi-
tal broadcasting, the NBTC will issue 12
licences for public channels by year-
end and another 12 for community pur-
poses next year.

The committee previously approved
the 2012-16 draft roadmap taking the
broadcast industry into the digital era.

There are 60 digital terrestrial TV
channels divided into three groups: 36
channels for commercial TV and 12 each
for public and community service.

The NBTC breaks down programming
type into information programmes;
shows for the general public, children
and families; and HD broadcasting.

Col Natee said since one HD channel

News ID: C-121002001081 (2 Oct 12/05:18)
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consumes digital bandwidth equal to
three standard-definition channels, the
NBTC decided to reduce the number of
commercial digital TV channels to 24
from 36 including four HD channels.

Of the total 20 commercial digital
terrestrial TV channels using standard
definition, five are designated for infor-
mation programmes, five for children
and families and 10 for the general public.

Col Natee said the draft of the
approved plan will be submitted to the
NBTC board on Oct 10 before being put
forth for public hearings.

He said the reserve price for a com-
mercial digital TV licence will be set at
no more than 500 million baht.

Qualified bidders may have to offer
set-top boxes to commercialise their digi-
tal TV service.

Each TV operator can operate only
one channel from each group.

Col Natee said the NBTC will not set
an upper reserve price for the auction.

“We want qualified operators pro-
viding good-quality content,” he said.

The draft roadmap stipulates a switch-
over from the existing analogue broad-
casting systemn beginning in January 2015.
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48 NEW LOCAL CHANNELS DUE

Terrestrial T\ scope wider for broadcasters

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

he National Broadcasting and

Telecommunication Commission

will soon make atleast 48 new dig-
ital terrestrial television channels avail-
able for potential broadcasters.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC’s broadcasting committee, said
yesterday that his panel had approved a
draft plan to divide available radio spec-
traintonational digital terrestrial broad-
casting services for community-based
purposes, publicservices and commercial
uses. Under this plan, the NBTC will offer
12 standard-definition (SD) broadcasting
channels for community-based service
broadcasters perareaand 12 SD channels
for public service broadeasters.

Meanwhile, commercial broadcasters

will be granted at least 24 channels, com-
prising 20 SD channels and four high-

] dgﬁh@ﬁon:(ljlﬁﬁféhan_rigls.' ;

Natee added that licences for commu-

nity-based, public-service-oriented dig- |

ital TV channelswould be granted to those
who meet the required qualifications by

end ofthisyear, while commercial broad-

casters will get to bid for the spectrum at
an auction expected to be held in March.

Additionally, the television channels
for commercial broadcasting services
have been divided into four groups, name-
ly five SD channels providing pro-
grammes forkids and family, five SDnews
and information TV channels, and 10 SD
channels and four HD channels for gen-
eral programming. ‘

This follows the NBTC’s frequency-
allocation plan for digital terrestrial
broadcasting service, in which available
spectra will be.split into three parts: 20

' per cent for community-based purposes,
( P

20 per cent for public services and 60 per
cent for commercial uses. |
., Natee S.?},id broadcasters who wanted

A o aenr iy TRt

tooperate adigital W'éfﬁ%ﬁ"ﬁtneede&i}wa i
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Jibased leévels. i,

licences, one for the spectrum and anoth-
er for the broadcasting service.

The NBTCis also drafting aregulation
that determines the maximum channels
that a potential broadcaster can own and
aregulation thatsetsthe starting price for
licences. b |

Natee added that these digital TV

‘channels would be operated in line with
the existing analog terrestrial channels,
namely BEC's ThaiTV3, the Army’s TV5, |
BBTV Channel 7, MCOT’$ Modernine TV,
the Public Relations Department’s NBT
and Thai Public Broadcasting Service
(ThaiPBS) until the analogis switched off
or their contracts expire.

Once the analog era ends, the number
of digital TV channels should more than
double because the spectrum used by the
six free-to-air channels is nearly half of

“the total. . ‘ i

Also, in the near future, when 41
towers for broadcasting digital terrestri-
al services nationwide are built, the
commission will be able to add more |
channels for regional and community-
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TWO AUCTIONS POSSIBLE AFTER EXPIRIES

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The subcommittee preparing for the

approaching end oftwo 1,800-mega-
hertz spectrum concessions is con-
sidering proposing thatthe National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission auction two sep-
arate lots - one for providing fourth-
generation broadband cellular serv-
ice for 20 years, the other for 2G cel-
lularservice provision over five years

Jesada Sivaraks, secretary to the
NBTC’s vice chairman, said recently
thatmembers of the 1,800MHzsub-
committee had floated the idea that
the 12.5MHz bandwidth of True-
Move's 1,800MHz should be put up
for auction to provide 4G service.

The parallel idea is that the same
bandwidth of the 1,800MHz spec-
trum of Digital Phone Co (DPC)
should also be auctioned oft for the
provision of 2G service.

Thetwo private cellular operators
hold equal bandwidth granted to
them by CAT Telecom under con-
cessions that expire next September.
TrueMove is a subsidiary of True
Corp, while DPC is a unit of
Adyanced Info Service (AIS).

1If the spectrum to be recalled
from DPC could be used for anoth-
er five years, it would mean the term
would end at the same time as that
of Total Access Communication’s
1,800MHz spectrum concession -
in 2018. DTAC holds 50MHz band-
width of the spectrum.

This would mean that by 2018,
the NBTC would have a huge
combined chunk of 62.5MHz band-
width of the spectrum back for re-
allocation.

Under the proposal being formu-
lated by the NBTC subcommittee,
the term of the 1,800MHz spectrum
tobe auctioned off would be 15 years,
resultinginitendingatthe sametime
asanother1,800MHzspectrumtobe
recalled from'TrueMove for the pro-
posed development of 4G service for
20 years.

The NBTC aims to auction the

' 1,800MHz blocks of TrueMove and

DPC within aspecific period after its
auction of the 2.1GHz spectrum on
October16. :

* A telecom analyst expects com-
petition in any 1,800MHz spectrum
auction to be fierce, Demand should
be greater than supply, given that
there would be only a combined
25MHzbandwidth-12.5MHzfrom
TrueMove and another 12.5MHz
from DPC - available in the auction.

AIS wants to use the 1,800MHz
spectrum for4G development, while
TrueMove wants the 12.5MHz back
to offer 4G service, as well asto enable
it to continue to provide 2G service
after the concession ends by leasing
the 1,800MHz network equipment
from CAT.

The industry has been waiting
for the watchdog to come up with
a clear road map for spectrum

‘reallocation so that operators can

make investment plans.

RETURN OF SPECTRA TO NBTC
Inarelated matter, NBTCtelecom
committee chairman Settapong
Malisuwan said the regulator’s legal
subcommittee would soon propese
forthe main panel’s consideration its

'preliminary conclusion that TOT

and CAT must hand over the spectra
- considered to bd avaluable nation-
al resource - for NBTC reallocation
once the concession expiry dates are
reached.

The legal subcommittee looked
into the matter after CAT and TOT
had asked the NBTC whether they
could retain the spectraafter the con-
cessions end.

They want to keep them to gen-
erate their own revenue and provide
servicetomeetthe government’s pol-
icy of promoting equal accessto tele-
com service. , !

The idea of the two state agencies
retaining parts of the spectra has
been supported by the Information
and Communications Technology
Ministry. ]

TOT’s concession of the YOOMHz
spectrum to AIS to provide 2G serv-
ice ends in September 2015..

Settapong said the NBTC would
not recall the state telecom agencies’
spectrain a way that could negative-

" lyaffect consumers, and would draw

uparecall plan and measures to pre-
vent any such impact arising,

CAT wants to keep its 1,800MHz
spectrum for 10 years during a post-
concession transitional period before
returning it to the NBTC.
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