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One law officer is not hesitating to take on those with money and influence # Explaining the draft charter is not his job, but
deputy PM Wissanu is forced to do just that « Buddies from way back, Jatuporn and Thaksin have gone their separate ways

No glory
in this job
lot of public attention is being focused
on the intense inter-agency investiga-
tion into forest encroachment over wide areas
of Nakhon Ratchasima.

Two senior officials have been at the fore-
front of the operations to bring the encroach-
ers to book. They report progress directly to
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

Pol Col Dussadee Arayawuth, deputy per-
manent secretary for justice, and Col Sommai
Busaba, who heads the 2nd Army’s legal team
looking into land encroachment nationwide,
are among the prime movers in the bid to
reclaim state land.

The focus of the crackdown is in Pak
Chong district where many resorts have
sprouted involving massive investment in
extravagant, upscale accommodation sur-
rounded by nature.

Pol Col Dussadee and Col Sommai have
vowed to spare no effort in getting to the
bottom of the encroachment cases and in
acting swiftly against the encroachers, no
matter how rich or influential they might be.

In one instance, the Justice Ministry has
instructed the Legal Execution Department
(LED) to conduct an internal review into
accusations that more than 1,400 rai of land,
divided into 36 plots in Pak Chong district,
was auctioned off by the LED to a resort
operator, even though the land came with
unlawfully issued title deeds.

Pol Col Dussadee was enlisted to help
direct the encroachment fight which was
given the green light by the government and
the National Council for Peace and Order.
The government firmly believes the investi-
gation is critical in the battle to rid the coun-
try of entrenched corruption and unlawful
practices, including illegal land grabbing by
influential business people.

The deputy permanent secretary’s name
popped up during a reshuffle of high-ranking
state officials. He had been among the can-
didates for justice permanent secretary or
director-general of the Department of Special
Investigation.

However, he missed out on both promo-
tions on account of the fact that he does not
possess enough seniority to rise to the top.
He was put back in the queue.

Pol Col Dussadee’s responsibilities as
deputy permanent secretary revolve mainly
around combating graft, and this explains
his high-profile role in zeroing in on land
encroachment in many parts of the country.

ABOUT Politics

A source close to him said an influential
politician had phoned him from overseasand
advised him not to accept the “thankless”
anti-corruption role, insisting it would do his
career no good.

This politician said he would only create

\

Dussadee: Wrenching back the land

more enemies and reap no reward from
such a tough and thankless assignment. The
politician also warned he could find him-
self in deep trouble when there is a change
of government and power passes to people
who might not be pleased with the anti-graft
campaign he has undertaken.

Pol Col Dussadee, however, chose to ignore
the warning. He feels he is under no pressure,
even if a future government does not think
his graft-busting efforts carry any merit and
that he might end up being the victim of a
witchhunt, according to the source.

The source said the deputy permanent
secretary feels he is not seen as having sided
with any political clique in the past as he was
never given any significant promotion under
any particular government. Once, though, he
was accused of leaning toward former pre-
mier Thaksin Shinawatra.

The unofficial

spokesman

ven though he is not a member, Deputy
Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam has
been a major asset to the Constitution Draft-
ing Committee (CDC).
Because of his legal expertise, Mr Wiss-
anu has come to the rescue of the media and
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members of the public who are confused by
the complexity of the draft charter being writ-
ten by the CDC.

Not only has he cleared up many ques-
tions surrounding the content and the draft
proceedings, he has at times discussed the
rationale behind some of the CDC’s more
controversial or vague proposals.

Atlastweek’s seminar to mark the Consti-
tutional Court’s 17th anniversary, Mr Wiss-
anu delivered a special lecture about the rule
of law and the country’s administration in
an apparent defence of the CDC, which has

Wissanu: Nothing to say right now

included a clause about the rule of law in the
draft charter for the first time.

The defining of “the rule of law” is con-
sidered by charter critics to be unnecessary
and nothing to do with reforms of the jus-
tice system.

Mr Wissanu insists the rule of law, written
as the highest legal order in the constitution,
promotes fairness and is used to resolve legal
conflicts. It should be referred to when the
existing legal framework appears to be unfair
or insufficient.

In the wake of the National Reform Coun-
cil's (NRC) week-long debate on the 315-sec-
tion draft, political punters are watching with
interest to see what changes the CDC will
make. Some have even thought of taking a
bet on whether the draft will be endorsed
and enforced.

Whether or not he is aware of this, Mr
Wissanu definitely wants a vote of endorse-
ment from the NRC. He has made it clear
he wants the draft charter to be passed and
enforced so that the road map to democracy
is realised.
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“We all want the draft charter endorsed
so we can move to the third stage of the road
map. Is there anyone who doesn’t want to
get to the third stage? I'm looking forward
toit,” he said.

Some observers are of the opinion that
before the draft is passed, Mr Wissanu will
find himself urging the CDC to do more
talking — if not doing the actual explaining
himself, as was the case when CDC chairman
Borwornsak Uwanno remarked that the char-
ter should be enforced for five years before
amendments are sought.

When asked about Mr Borwornsak’s
remark, Mr Wissanu told the press he would
advise CDC members to talk to the public
more to clear up any confusion or scepticism.

On the growing calls for a national ref-
erendum on the draft charter, Mr Wissanu
seems more reserved. He simply discusses

Jatuporn: Moving away from Thaksin

facts regarding the issue such as the proce-
dures for organising a referendum.

In spite of this, never assume he gives
absolute support to the draft.

MrWissanu has criticised the draft as being
lengthy and suggests the document could be
made more concise by getting rid of 30 sec-
tions and including them in organic laws.

He has even commented that too much
attention is being paid to the political aspects
of the charter and that some aspects of
the draft may limit the efficiency of every-
day governance.

Coming from one ofthe country’s foremost
legal experts, that is the sort of opinion the
CDC can't afford to ignore.

A ‘red’ line

has been drawn

he long relationship between red-shirt
leader Jatuporn Prompan and ex-premier
Thaksin Shinawatra is not as it once was.

Politically, both men have been backed
into a corner since the May 22 military coup.

The National Broadcasting Television
Commission (NBTC) decision to revoke the
licence of the red shirt-affiliated Peace TV
channel has dealt another blow to them.

The NBTC on Monday revoked the chan-
nel’s licence for broadcasting content which
it said could stir up unrest.

However, the channel is now out of favour
with Thaksin, who no longer wants to support
it, a source said.

In the distant past, Mr Jatuporn was
acquainted with Thaksin while a student at
Ramkhamhaeng University. He formed the
Satthatham Party, a student movement at the
campus to back up his activism.

Before Thaksin joined the Palang Dharma
Party (PDP), Mr Jatuporn was known to have
good ties with the Santi Asok Sect, of which

PDP leader Maj Gen Chamlong Srimuang
was a key follower.

Mr Jatuporn, wearing a mor hom shirt and
shorts, close-cropped hair in the style of Maj
Gen Chamlong and followers of the sect, was
a familiar sight on campus at the time.

With the backing of Maj Gen Chamlong’s
Palang Dharma, Mr Jatuporn'’s student party
grew in prominence swiftly and several of its
activities were held to correspond with those
of Palang Dharma.

For example, the Satthatham Party spoke
out against the Democrat Party-led govern-
ment’s Sor Por Kor land distribution policy
while Palang Dharma decided to withdraw
from the Chuan Leekpai coalition govern-
ment in 1995.

The Satthatham Party went on to gain
success in campus politics when Somkhuan
Promthong, Mr Jatuporn’s close associate,
was elected president of Ramkhamhaeng
University’s student organisation.

At the time, Thaksin succeeded Maj
Gen Chamlong as Palang Dharma leader
and was also a foreign minister and deputy
prime minister.

Later, Mr Jatuporn and Mr Somkhuan went
on separate political paths.

Mr Jatuporn entered national politics
when he became deputy spokesman for Thai
Rak Thai during Thaksin’s second term as
premier, which saw the rise of anti-Thaksin
elements led by the yellow-shirt People’s Alli-
ance for Democracy (PAD).

It was during this time that Mr Jatuporn
began to assume a role in countering attacks
from Thaksin’s opponents.

At the same time, Mr Somkhuan joined the
PAD which had co-leaders such as Sondhi
Limthongkul and Maj Gen Chamlong.
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So over three decades Mr Jatuporn parted
company with his old friends as each took to
different political paths.

Relations between Mr Jatuporn and Thak-
sin are now at a crossroads.

The source said Thaksin no longer finan-
cially supports Peace TV.

Thaksin has assessed that the next gen-
eral election may have to be delayed for two
to three years, the source said, adding that
the two men have now also taken different
approaches to politics.

The source said Mr Jatuporn has other
sources of funding instead of Thaksin.

But observers wonder how Mr Jatuporn
will be able to continue with his political
activities without the support of Thaksin.

When the Yingluck Shinawatra govern-
ment was formed, Mr Jatuporn was promised
the post of interior minister. That promise was
never fulfilled.

Mr Jatuporn was told to fill out a form at
the Cabinet Secretariat when there was a
cabinet reshuffle, according to the source.

However, changes were made to the cabi-
net line-up before the list was submitted for
royal endorsement.
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THE red-shirt Peace TV
station has decided to
continue disseminating
content via the Internet
and other media after it
was pulled off the air by
the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC) on
Thursday night for
allegedly being a threat to
national security. >>2A

Peace TV will ‘keep working’

CONTENT WILL BE BROADCAST VIA DIFFERENT
MEDIA, LEGAL FIGHT WILL CONTINUE: WENG

PRAVIT ROJANAPHRUK
THE NATION

THE red-shirt Peace TV station has
decided to continue disseminating
content via the Internet and other
media after it was pulled off'the air by
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC) on Thursday night for
allegedly being a threat to national
security.

The station will also continue its
legal battle to be allowed back on air,
red-shirt co-leader Weng Tojirakarn
said.

Weng, who also hosted shows on
the channel, said they would file peti-
tionswith international rightsbodies,
including the United Nations.

“We will not abandon the station,
but will use new platforms — website,
social media such as Facebook,
Twitter, LINE and even publish a
weekly journal. We will not abandon
our brothers and sisters,” Weng said,

At
LN e il

referring to the hundred plus mem-
bers of staffwho are nowunemployed.
“It’s like we're on the same ship. If we
sink, we sink together.”

The station’s licence was initially
revoked on Monday for violating the
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) it signed with the NBTC and
themilitaryby allegedly sowing seeds
of conflict and becoming a threat to
national security.

On Thursday, when the station was
pulled off-air, Weng cried foul, insist-
ing that NBTC had been far too hasty
in shutting down the station.

“It’s like executing us first and
handing down a death warrant later,”
he said, referring to the unexpected
arrival of some 20 soldiers and police
at 9pm on Thursday night with the
shutdown order.

Supinya Klangnarong, the only
NBTC commissionerwhowasagainst
the move, tweeted that the NBTC
should have stuck to its own regula-
tions instead of relying on an MoU

Peace TV
news
anchors
delivera
statement
before the
stationwas
pulled off-air
on Thursday
night.

EACETV/FB

F
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that was created with the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)
after the coup.

“I disagree with the use ofan MoU
that was first announced by the
NCPO. The decision to punish, no
matter which [TV] channel, should
firstbe done under Article 37, Supinya
tweeted referring to the broadcasting
law.

She admits that the station was
one-sided butsaid itwas onlyabreach
ofthe media’s professional ethics, not

necessarily a reason to be taken off-
air.

On Thursday night, some news
anchors began crying while on air
when theyrealised theirstation would
be shutdown. Animage of fourfemale
news anchorscoveringtheirears, eyes
and mouth as a last act of defiance
went viral on social media.

Reactions on Facebookto the shut-
down varied from outright condem-
nation to full support. Many support-
ers slammed the junta for being

behind the move.

“We're regressing towards a pitch-
dark era,” Tathata Jaroenporn posted
on Facebook yesterday.

“Dictators tend to be afraid of the
truth,” Pong Karunathikul, another
Facebook user, said.

“Thaven't watched this channel for
along time now, but shutting it down
won't make me love dictators more,”
Banhan Ratmanee posted. But
Yechiela Pojanamesbannstit’s reac-
tion was different.

“Thais don’t needleaderswhorep-
resent the elite among red-shirts. But
we should discuss among ourselves,
and ask if we should listen to our own
voices or those of leaders who led
manytotheirdeaths, whilethey them-
selves never got killed,” she posted,
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referring to protests that led to the
death of ordinary red-shirt support-
ers over the years.

Some suggested that the move
exposed the junta’s sense of insecuri-
ty, while one said the shutdown was
irrelevant. “Irrelevant! Social network
is the main force for liberalism
[today],” wrote TFacebook user
Prathan Triumnoyporn.
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Thailand, Japan sign data roaming pact

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

International mobile data roaming charges
should see a significant decline based on
the recent mutual agreement between the
governments of Thailand and Japan.

The agreement was signed between
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) and
Japan’s Internal Affairs and Communica-
tions Ministry.

“The developmentis aimed at promoting
trade between the two countries as well as
broadening the social and economic ben-
efits of information and communications

technology (ICT),” NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said.

Itis also to facilitate the growing number
of tourists travelling between Thailand and
Japan in addition to driving future roam-
ing use.

Mr Takorn said both governments
agreed that lower international mobile data
roaming rates would accommodate their
surging wireless communications traffic
at more affordable prices.

He admitted the NBTC could not force
mobile operators in Thailand to lower their
roaming rates, as there were not effective
regulations in place regarding compliance.
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“We'll ask them to cooperate for the ben-
efit of the country,” Mr Takorn said.

However, the Japanese government
confirmed its mobile companies would
conformwith the rate reduction agreement.

Mr Takorn said local mobile opera-
tors had agreed in principle to reduce
their roaming charges. A final deci-
sion is expected by September, three
months earlier than the Japanese govern-
ment expected.

Local mobile operators expect the inter-
national roaming rates for both inbound
and outbound to be the same, he said.

Mr Takorn said 650,000 Thais travelled to
Japan last year, while 1.3 million Japanese
visited Thailand.

The mutual agreement is expected to
extend to mobile voice services in the near
future, he said.

Mr Takorn said both countries were
looking for further collaboration to sup-
port the mobile industry.

ICT Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa said the
mutual agreement would also pave the way
for further collaboration and development
in other areas.

This could include implementing meas-
ures governing cybersecurity and disaster
management, he said.
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TOT headquarters on Chaeng Watthana Road in Bangkok. TOT is one of seven troubled state-run enterprises that the State Enterprises

Policy Commission is requiring to reduce their workforce under business turnaround plans. WEERAWONG WONGPREEDEE

TOT chief
selection on
back burner

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The selection of TOT Plc's new president
should be labelled “not urgent” if the state
telecom cannot find the most qualified can-
didate for the job, says the information and
communication technology (ICT) minister.

Even though the original application
deadline was extended by two months to
March 12, none of the applicants meet
the requirements, ICT Minister Pornchai
Rujiprapa said, adding that only six candi-
dates applied.

As TOT is following a business turna-
round strategy in a bid to stem its ailing
finances and revive business, the state
enterprise is in dire need of a talented
chiefto pump creativity and talent into the
organisation, Mr Pornchai said.

Senior executive vice-president Mon-
chai Noosong is serving as acting president.

Mr Pornchai said the new president
should be well recognised and have
achieved success in the telecommu-
nications industry as well as be politi-
cally neutral.

“If the TOT board cannot find an appro-
priate candidate, it can allow the existing
acting president to continue his role,
he said.

“The president’s position no longer
requires making any crucial decisions as
TOT is now supervised by the State Enter-
prises Policy Commission.”

TOT is among seven troubled state-run
enterprises including CAT Telecom that

News ID: C-150502001012 (2 May 15/06:35)

-{?iQNewsClip"

www.ignewsclip.com

the commission, also known as the super-
board, requires to reduce their workforce
under their business turnaround plans.
The superboard also requires TOT to
reduce its workforce in order to cut costs.
The six candidates to date are Mr

Monchai; Teeravit Charuwat, who was TOT
president during the Yingluck Shinawatra
government; Arnont Tuptiang, president
during the Abhisit Vejjajiva government;
Jesada Sivaraks, secretary to the NBTC's
vice-chairman; Somprot Sarakoses, chief
executive of VGM Corporation; and Pol Lt
Col Pivawit Wongsawat, a former adviser
to the ICT minister.

TOT initially set the first application

deadline for Jan 12, but only three candi-
dates applied — Siripong Lohasirikul, man-
aging director of Progress Software and a
former Kasikornbank board member, Gen
Suraphol Tarbnanont and Mr Somprot.

A second deadline was then set for
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TOT has 16,500 employees aged 47
on average.

The state telecom pays 14 billion baht
in employees’ salaries per year or 35% of
operating costs, Mr Pornchai said.

TOT posted a net profit of 1 billion baht
last year, a huge turnaround from its ini-
tial projection of a loss of 7.8 billion baht,
thanks to a sharp reduction in operating
costs and funding cuts in several projects.

It booked 2014 revenue of 29.8 billion
baht from its own operations excluding
concessions, up from 28.9 billion in 2013.
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