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MCOT’s 2.6GHz spectrum for
broadcast only, says NBTC

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator’s 2.6GHz panel
has concluded that MCOT is entitled to the 2.6-
gigahertz spectrum but can use it for broadcast-
ing only.

A source at the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission said yesterday
that the panel would submit its findings to the
NBTC this month. This would allow MCOT to be
compensated when the NBTC reclaims the
2.6GHz spectrum from the broadcaster and puts
it out for bidding.

The ad hoc National Digital Economy
Committee recently asked the licensing body to
conduct licence auctions for bandwidth on the
1,800-megahertz and 2.3GHz and 2.6GHz spec-
tra. Then the government will seek ways to com-
pensate the state enterprises that have had to
transfer their spectra for reallocation before the
end of their concessions.

MCOT holds 144MHz of bandwidth in the
2,536MHz-2,690MHz range. It allowed IBC to use
part of the band to provide a pay-TV service until
2009. The following year, it allowed Playwork to
use the band to offer a pay-TV and wireless
broadband service for 15 years. It also signed a
memorandum of understanding with CAT
Telecom to provide the network to run this serv-
ice.

Later the NBTC's broadcasting committee
told MCOT that it could no longer use the fre-
quency for broadcasting as it was reserved for
telecom services, but MCOT appealed to the com-
mission, which appointed the 2.6GHz panel to
work with MCOT to seek a mutually agreeable
resolution.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the
NBTC, said that if the commission agreed with
the panel, it would forward the recommenda-
tions to the Digital Economy Committee. The
committee might ask the junta to cite security
orders under Article 44 of its provisional charter
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to allow the NBTC to pay damages to MCOT when
it reclaims MCOT’s 2.6GHz spectrum.

Then the NBTC will appoint a task force to
negotiate with MCOT on reclaiming the spectrum.
It will set up a compensation fund, which will
come from the up front fees from the planned
new spectrum licence auctions. The NBTC will
also hire a consultant to advise on the compen-
sation.

The NBTC will put four licences on the block —
two for 12.5MHz each in the 1,800MHz spectrum
and two for 10MHz each in the 900MHz spec-
trum. The regulator will tender the 1,B00MHz
licences in November and take bids for the
900MHz licences in December.

One 1,800MHz block belongs to TrueMove and
the other to Digital Phone Co. Their concessions
from CAT Telecom expired in September 2013.

The 900MHz belongs to Advanced Info
Service, whose concession comes to an end this
September.

Sanpachai Huvanandana, acting chief execu-
tive officer of CAT, said CAT’s mission this year
was to defend its ownership rights over
1,800MHz.

CAT granted a 50MHz-wide band from the
1,800MHz spectrum to Total Access
Communication (DTAC) to provide cellular
service until September 2018. DTAC utilises
25MHz of the spectrum. Under the concession's
conditions, DTAC can use the remaining half only
when it fully uses the first half, which it has not
yet done.

CAT wants to use the idle 25MHz band to pro-
vide broadband cellular service after DTAC's con-
cession ends, while the NBTC is eager to reclaim
the whole 1,800MHz spectrum from CAT after
DTAC’s concession ends for reallocation via auc-
tion.

If CAT has to return this whole 50MHz band to
the NBTC and the NBTC puts it under the ham-
mer along with the 900MHz and the other
1,.800MHz spectrum of TrueMove and DPC, CAT
says it will also take part in the auction.
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Hearing THE SIGHTS

AUDIO DESCRIPTION TECHNOLOGY,
WHICH HELP STHE VISUALLY
IMPAIRED “WATCH" MOVIES

AND PLAYS SPREADS ITS

WINGS IN THAILAND

PARINYAPORN PAJEE
THE NATION

FIVE YEARS AGO, 19-year-old Sathit Jekjuntuen was a
teen like any other, spending hours in front of the televi-
sion screen watching his favourite movies. Then disaster
struck. One day, as he went to collect honey from a bee-
hive, he was stung by the frenzied insects in and around
the eyes and has been partially blind ever since.

While he walks without a cane and can use a mobile
phone without too much trouble, his visual problems
mean that he cannot really focus. Like most 19 year olds

though, he enjoys being entertained, which is why he
applied to be part of a vision-impaired group attending a
performance of the musical “Hom Rong” (“The
Overture”) with audio description (AD).

Like the rest of the group, Sathit wore headphones for
the show and says that the AD was more than adequate in
turning the blurred images on the stage into a lucid and
thoroughly enjoyable performance.

Organised by the Thailand Association of the Blind for
Research and Development, the event was part of the pio-
neering audio description project that is designed to grant
thevisuallyimpaired access toinformation and fun.

Association director Kittipong Suthi, who is also non-
sighted, says that the idea for audio description in
Thailand wasfirst discussed afew years ago.

“Like any country, our main audio description target is
television. We waited for the coming of digital television
because that would allow us to broadcast the AD sound
channel,” says Kittipong, who also watched the musical.

Audio description was initiated in the US decades ago
and has since spread to many other countries. Thailand
introduced the additional narration track earlier his year
with support from the National Broadcasting Television

Left: The visually impaired audience members are led to their seats at the Kbank
Siam Pic-Ganesha Centre of Performing Arts.
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Above: Voice-over artist Montri Wongbut,

left, and Thippatai Phirompak provided

the audio description at the recent production of “Hom Rong: The Musical”.

Commission.

Costing about Bt80 million, the AD is part of the
NBTC’s pledge to help the visually impaired gain access
to information. The association is the key organisation in
creating the tools and the software, as well as in seeking
the collaboration of both the public and private sectors.

It’s already successfully running the 1414 hotline, which
provides news and information as well as audio books for
the blind. Right now, the toll free hotline is receiving more
than 10,000 calls a day. Other association projects include
audio books online at www.Tab2Read.com and online
radio programmes at Radio.Tab.or.th daily from 10am to
4pm. Audio description is the association’s new baby and,
says Kittipong, it’s the most complicated and the most
expensive.

The project got underway last year, when the associa-
tion invited leading audio describer Joel Snyder to train
around 40 volunteers in the AD technique and seript
writing,.

Experimental projects followed, among them the
making of audio deseription tracks for the horror flick
“Nang Nak”, “The Legend of King Naresuan Part 5” and
“Feel Good”.

All the tracks, including that of the musical “The
Overture”, were done by volunteer Thippatai Pirompak, a
musician and composer who was nominated for the best

News ID: C-150602003097 (2 Jun 15/06:42)

score for 2010’s “Bang Rajan 2” at the Subhanahongsa
Awards. He’s long been interested in making audio
descriptions and has been teaching himselfalong the way.

Before writing the AD, he watches the movie several
times to allow him to narrate all the visual elements -
from action to costumes, settings and images - in words
that are concise, vivid and imaginative, and precisely
timed to occur only during lapses between dialogue and
other significant sound elements. Once he’s completed
the seript, Thippatai passes it on to co-worker Montri
Wongbut, a professional voice-over artist who narrates
with moods and tones that suiteach situation.

Thippatai says doing the live AD for “Hom Rong: The
Musical” was something new and despite all good efforts
contained a lot of mistakes, even though both he and
Montri sat through the show several times. “Improvisation
was required and we had to continue without pausing even
when the mistakes showed up,”hesays.

As XPreported last year, the GTH film studio debuted
their first audio description with the DVD of “The
Teacher’s Diary” and continued later in the year with the
top-grossing comedy “I Fine Thank You Love You.”

Kittipong says that GTH's AD style is different from
what they are doing but he is glad to see others with the
same mission.
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“The differences are notimportant. I really appreciate
their work as it helps to spread the notion of AD to the
public. Once it becomes more widespread, the different
styles will be finessed by the users,” says Kittipong.

The association is not only planning more AD, but is
also seeking cooperation from TV channels and produc-
tion companies in integrating AD with their shows.
There's also a focus on promoting the programmes
already equipped with AD and explaining howtoaccessit.

In the meantime, the NBTC, Thai PBS and
Thammasat University’s Faculty of Journalism and Mass
Communication, which handles the recording, have been
working together to provide audio descriptions for cer-
tain programmes. Visually impaired viewers simply
choosethe AD channel from the remote control tolisten.

“Blind people don’t have different tastes from sighted
people. They love soaps, game shows and blockbusters
too,” Kittipong points out.

News ID: C-150602003097 (2 Jun 15/06:42)

However, they are facing prejudice in terms of priori-
ties. When the public hears that AD helps the visually
impaired to get access to entertainment, the common
response is “why don’t they focus on more important pri-
orities such as education and careers?”

“TI disagree with this priority judgement,” says
Kittipong. “Who has the right to decide that cultural
access has less value than education and career? Why
don’t we do them simultaneously, now that we have the
people and toolsto handle both?

“But audio descriptions for entertainment shows is
what the visually impaired want the most. It helps them
access information that’s useful for daily life. They don’t
wantto listen to serious news all the time.”

Some of the shows with AD are uploaded to the
Internet. And while it is more convenient to simply put
the AD shows online, Kittipong says that the association’s
priority is providing the service to live broadcasts so that

H
Z
B
=
%
7

Visually impaired audience members at “Hom Rong: The Musical” get a hands-on examination of the ranad-ek, Thai classical music’s xylophone.
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the visually impaired can watch with everyoneelse.

“There are blind people outside Bangkok and the
Internet doesn’t reach everywhere. Television is still our
priority, he says.

Five months into the AD initiative, Kittipong laments
the slowness with which the projectis moving. “It’s new
and people tend not tobe overly concerned about it.”

Kittipong has approached every TV station about
bringing AD to their programmes and while he hasn’t
been rejected outright, he says the enthusiasm is just not
there.

“They think it’s more appropriate for public TV like
Thai PBS to do it. They just don’t see the big picture,” he
says.

“I hope that they will be more interested when there is
more AD. Our goal is to have at least one hour of TV pro-
gramming every day on every TV channel. I have no idea
when we will be able to reach that goal,” says Kittipong.
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