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Headline: NBTC stands its ground on foreign dominance
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NBTC stands
its ground
on foreign
dominance

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
expressed confidence the upcoming third-
generation (3G) licensing auction will not
be disrupted by any parties planning to
challenge the qualifications of bidders on
foreign dominance allegations.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman
of the NBTC's telecom committee, said
an information memorandum (IM) for
the 3G auction on
the
2100-megahertz
frequency required
all prospective
bidders to agree not
to violate any
telecom-related
laws and regula-
tions before bidd-

ing. -
“We have the Settapong: No real
right and the problems foreseen

News ID: C-120720001112 (20 Jul 12/06:09)
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authority to revoke
3G licences if we find the winning bidders
were not qualified,” he said.

Col Settapongsaid even if an unexpec-
ted incident does occur, he believes the
courts will allow the auction to proceed
as normal.

“We're confident the current IM details
can prevent problems,” he stressed.

The NBTC will hold a public consulta-
tion for the draft governing the 3G licensing
auction today.

An auction is planned for mid-October.

The NBTC set a reserve price for the
spectrum at 4.5 billion baht for each 5-MHz
slot.

The reserve price will be part of the IM
aired in a public hearing before being
published in the Royal Gazette next month.

The NBTC on Wednesday approved
the revised draft of regulations concerning
foreign dominance in the telecom industry.

The rules are largely focused on Thai
firms, with foreign shareholding capped
at 49%.

Wichian Mektrakarn, the chief executive
of mobile leader Advanced Info Service,
admitted being concerned about the
foreign dominance rule, saying it may
allow challenges to bidder qualifications.
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TELEVISION

PROVIDERS FOCUS ON QUALITY OF CONTENT

Leading entertainment firms out to
win hearts and minds of viewers

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

eading entertainment compa-
I nies GMM Grammy and RS are
now strengthening their satel-
lite TV platforms by offering exclusive
content while TrueVisions, the largest
subscription-based TV operator, will
next week offer non-premium pack-
ages targeting the mass market.
“It'sclearthat contentiskingtolure
new customersand retain existing cus-
tomers,” Thana Thienachariya,
chief executive officer of GMM Z,
the satellite-broadeasting unit of

GMM Grammy, said yesterday.

Afterthe Euro 2012 soccer tourna-~
mentended early this month, GMM Z
is scheduling special programmes
including live broadeasts of exclusive
events such as 12 local concerts and
shows, six world sports leagues and
tournaments and 72 television pro-
grammes imported from around the
world.

To improve programming on its
four special channels - GMM Z Hits,
GMM Z Theatre, GMM Z Genius and
GMM Z Sports - the company has
appointed film-maker Pantham

ongsangas deputy managing direc-

tor for entertainment content,
Roongtham Poomsinil as director of
GMM Z Hits and GMM Z Theatre,
and theatre and film director Ekachai
Uekrongtham as executive adviser for
content management.

GMM Z Hits will be positioned as

a free TV channel like ThaiTV3,
Channel 7 and Modernine TV, which
provideadiversearray of programmes.
The company is investing Bt100 mil-
lioninlocally produced shows thisyear.

If the National Broadcasting and

Telecommunications Commission
grantslicencesto digital terrestrial TV
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operators, the company will make
GMM Z Hits a free-to-air terrestrial
channel.

Itwill offeraprepaid service to reg-
istered customers who want to access
pay-TV content on its 10 special chan-

nels via GMM Z satellite TV receivers.
For example, the package that costs
Bt300 monthly offers five or sixsports
channels, while the Bt200 package
offers four entertainment channels,

Theupcoming pay-TV services will
be run by GMM Z, which is also the
trader and distributor of satellite TV
set-top boxes under the same name.

Afterenjoyingsalesof800,000set-
top boxes during the recent Euro 2012
soccer tournament, GMM Z aims to
sell 1 million more boxes by year-end
and to have 4 million boxes in use in
three years.

Early this month, RS launched its
pay-TV service offering live broadeasts
of Spain’s La Liga. RS obtained the
rights to the soccer league for three
seasons starting this year. Access to
this service on the RS Sport La Liga
pay-TV channel is via Sunbox, RS’
satellite-TV set-top box.

Pornpan Techarungchaikul, chief
operating officer of RS, said the com-

pany expected to gain 500,000 sub-

scribersfrom thefirstseason of La Liga
broadeasts.

Anat Mekpaiboonvatana, manag-
ing director of TrueVisions, said that
this year’s strategy would focus on
enhancing content and services, such
as high-definition TV and better-
fidelity sound.

Thenew packages coming out next
week will be for mass customers,
including its 1 million free-view cus-
tomers. TrueVisions has 500,000 sub-
scribers to its Platinum, Gold, Gold
Lite and Silver premium packages and
500,000 subscriberstoits Knowledge
package.
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