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Operators
take NBTC
to court

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Five local cable TV operators yesterday
petitioned the Central Administrative Court
to cancel the Sept 8 resolution by the broad-
casting regulator that will soon lead to the
blackout of Channel 3.

The broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) earlier this
month instructed satellite and cable TV
operators not to carry analogue Channel 3
on their platforms within 15 days of receiv-
ing the order.

The five are Mahasarakarm Cable TV
Network Co, James Cable TV Network Co,
CTH Bangkok Co, J Cable TV Co and ICT
Co. They also filed suit against three broad-
casting commissioners who voted to issue
the order — Lt Gen Peerapong Manakij,
Thawatchai Chittrapanun and Supinya
Klangnarong — for abuse of power and
lack of public concern.

Teeraphol Karnjanakaj, the lawyer for the
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five cable operators, said the Sept 8 resolu-
tion would affect their cable TV operations.

The order is aimed at speeding up the
digital transition after Asean nations agreed
to stop analogue transmissions from 2015-
20. Therefore, the NBTC still has enough
time to run the digital migration gradually
in order to mitigate the effect on Thais.

Some 70% of Thai families nationwide
watch TV via the satellite and cable TV
systems, and they will become the victims
from the Channel 3 blackout if all satellite
and cable platform operators comply with
the Sept 8 resolution, Mr Teeraphol said.

“The NBTC has a national plan that gears
Thailand towards the digital TV era within
five years. We still have time left, so why is
the regulator forcing us to stop analogue
TV now?” he said.

The Sept 8 resolution by the NBTC’s
broadcasting committee is illegal under
the Administrative Procedure Act, as the
regulator did not contact the opposition
and the licensees to clarify the order, Mr
Teeraphol said.

The resolution was issued unlawfully
since the three commissioners are stake-
holders in the NBTC-Channel 3 dispute,
he said.

Before the order was issued, Channel
3 sued the three commissioners for defa-
mation after they claimed the channel was
trying to hinder the country’s digitisation.
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CABLE TV OPERATORS SUE
NBTC OVER CHANNEL 3 BAN

Five provincial cable-TV operators
have filed a lawsuit over the broad-
casting regulator’s decision to order
them to remove Channel 3 from their
services.

A Central Administrative Court
source said Teerapol Kanchanakart, a
legal representative appointed by
the operators, submitted the lawsuit
yesterday in a bid to have the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission's
“unfair” decision reversed.

The defendants in the case are
the three NBTC commissioners who
supported dropping Channel 3's
highly popular programmes from
cable and satellite TV because they
arein the old analog format, while
the commission is pushing the TV
industry towards digital.

The defendants are Peerapong
Manakit, Thawatchai Jittrapanun
and Supinya Klangnarong.

The source said the court would
study the lawsuit before deciding
whether to accept it.

The complainants are
Mahasarakam Cable TV Network,
James Cable TV Network, CTH
Bangkok, J Cable TV, and ICT.

They claimed that without
Channel 3, their businesses would be
severely affected.
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Mobile towers to face stricter measures

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator is putting
in place stricter measures on the installa-
tion of mobile towers in residential areas to
allay concerns over possible health effects
of exposure to frequency radiation.

Prawit Leesathapornwongsa, a member
ofthe National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC), called
for the creation of a working panel com-
prised of representatives from the the
national regulator and mobile operators
totackle the issue.

Even though a June survey found mobile
towers in Thailand emitted electromagnetic
waves well below the maximum level set
by the International Commission on Non-
Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP), Mr
Prawit said stricter measures would reas-
sure the public and accommodate growing
demand for mobile towers.

The survey, conducted by King Mong-
kut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang
and commissioned by the NBTC, tested
more than 40 mobile towers in 20 provinces
nationwide, measuring the power of radio
frequency waves for both horizontal ranges

of 1.3 to 1.7 metres and vertical directions
from 50-500 metres.

The ICNIRP said the maximum expo-
sure of radio frequency radiation should
not exceed 58 volts per metre for the

gm— -
A technician installs telephone cables at the Uruphong intersection in Bangkok. The NBTC
may impose stricter measures on the installation of mobile towers. PATIPAT JANTHONG

News ID: C-140920001068 (20 Sep 14/06:33)

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

47 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

1800-megahertz frequency.

“The survey found the highest exposure
rate was only 1.5 V/m, in Saraburi prov-
ince,” said Mr Prawit.

But he said ICNIRP guidelines were not

intended to be a complete system for pro-
tecting the public.

Mobile towers hold antennae and other
communications equipment. They flood
the area for kilometres around with power-
ful high-frequency radio waves to support
the use of mobiles as well as WiFi, WiMax,
Wireless LAN networks and Bluetooth-
supported devices.

Mr Prawit admitted there was growing
public concern over the possible health
effects of radiation exposure but said there
was no conclusive research that radio fre-
quency waves harmed humans.

There are 60,000 mobile towers nation-
wide, with the number rising on growing
demand for wireless data communications.

“We've received almost 100 complaints
asking us to help remove cellular towers
from their communities,” said Mr Prawit.

The planned joint working panel plans
to set clearer measures for mobile operators
to contact communities where they planto
erect a tower.

Operators need to raise public aware-
ness about the emission range of radio
waves from the tower which they intend
to install, Mr Prawit added.
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Time to confront our politically incorrect culture

MEDIA FOCUS
Pirongrong

Ramasoota

exism may have reached a new
low in Thailand with the recent
Durex Thailand advert that
promotes courtesy rape, not

to mention the prime minis-
ter's flippant remark about the safety of
female tourists in bikinis, which drew
worldwide criticism and for which he
later apologised.

But will this be the last time we wit-
ness such sexist, and politically incorrect
outbursts made by members of the media
and political leaders? Most likely not.

Indeed, sexism may only be one
casualty of the deep-seated ignorance
and insensitivity, political as well as
cultural, that has been plaguing this
society for ages. Even in the 21st century,
in a country that prides itself as the
world’s top tourist destination and boasts
the highest number of Facebook users
among all the world’s capital cities, it is
quite unthinkable to imagine the follow-
ing recent incidents:

4+ The mass media labeling minority
insurgents with ethnic and religious slurs
in headlines;

+ Poster ads reserving special
seats only for “white-skinned” people
on skytrains;

+ Displays of Adolf Hitler on a con-
gratulatory billboard for graduation next
to actual Nazi salutes by scores of gradu-
ates at a prestigious university;

+ Proliferation of speeches incit-
ing hatred and violence against “the
other” political group in hundreds of
political broadcasts and in a number
of newspapers;

+ A protester who is a medical doctor
making misogynistic remarks on a
televised stage about the female prime
minister’s anatomy;

+ Franchised television talent shows
ridiculing and insulting a local autistic
man for his “funny” singing;

+ Prominent political scientists’ and
elites’ insistence that “one man one vote”
does not accord with Thai society par-
ticularly with respect to rural uneducated
folk; and

+ A cabinet of junta appointees that
consists of only two women.

These are just some of the gross

soundbites and incidents the public
has witnessed. In every day life, there
are certain to be many more lewd
remarks uttered about the appearance
of female colleagues and subordinates
in offices as well as widespread use of
pejorative labels based on ethnic and
gender stereotypes.

The interesting thing about the phe-
nomenon of political correctness, the
opposite of what we are discussing here,
is that the concept just does notring a
bell in Thailand.

According to Simple English Wiki-
pedia the term “political correctness”
(PC for short) is defined as “using words
or behaviour which will not offend any
group of people” particularly those who
are in a disadvantaged position in society.
This is under the rationale that every-
one can be treated equally, fairly and
with dignity.

But taken it to the Thai context, politi-
cally incorrect speech or behaviour seem

to fly as mai pen rai because they are
generally meant or treated as a joke. But
can they all get by as jokes?

Take the most dominant form of Thai
popular culture — television dramas —
for instance. It almost seems Thai lakorn
are not going to be complete without
rape scenes. The prevalence of this form
of violence against female characters,
although fictitious, is almost inherent in
such entertainment genres.

One British-Thai model/actress who left
the local entertainment industry in pursuit
of Hollywood fame was once quoted as
saying “I started in Thai lakorn when I
was 14 or 15, and I'd done like seven rape
scenes by the time I'd actually done a kiss-
ing scene in a Hollywood movie”

This is particularly telling consider-
ing the decade-long absence of a content
rating scheme tied to broadcast airtime.
That changed with the emergence of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) in 2011 and

its issuance of notifications on programme
schedules which includes content rating
regulations in 2013.

So, generations of youngsters have
grown up watching characters, both
good and bad girls, succumb to sexual
violence. Whether or not sexist attitudes
towards women have been culturally
reproduced is a looming and daunt-
ing possibility.

Despite the NBTC'’s new rules, the cur-
rent implementation of a content rating
scheme is still quite lax as content pro-
ducers and broadcast stations continue
to unscrupulously assign wrong ratings
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to their programmes to widen their audi-
ence base.

Some after-nightly-news drama series
that are labeled as “G” or “General”
contain all sorts of violence and sexual
content including rape scenes.

In other words, while reformist strate-
gies are being introduced to regulate
broadcast media, their old habits still die

hard. This goes for their evident irrespon-
sibility with rating schemes as well as
their continued insensitivity in degrading
women and those who are disadvan-
taged — minorities, the disabled, and

the poor.

As the top brass currently ruling the
country are adamant upon national
reform and have included at least three
areas that may be conducive to the
reforming of people’s attitudes — educa-
tion, media and society — it may be wise
to not only focus on the infrastructure
affecting change like schools, media,
computers, and so forth but also direct
their reform endeavours to areas that are
less tangible like content, history and
(good) taste.

Assistant Professor Pirongrong Ramasoota
teaches and researches on media,
communication, and society at the Faculty
of Communication Arts, Chulalongkorn
University.
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State units ‘spent Bt8 bn on ads’ in 2013

GOVT-RUN TV CHANNELS GOT 50% OF TOTAL

THE NATION

STATE AGENCIES spent Bt7.985bil-
lion on advertising last year, with the
highest outlays coming from the
Government Savings Bank and the
Prime Minister’s Office, according to
the Thailand Development Research
Institute.

The TDRI's “The Public Sector’s
Media Purchase”researchreportfinds
that 50 per cent of the amount was
spent on TV advertising, 18 per cent
on adverts at cinemas, 16 per cent on
newspaper adverts, and 11 per centon
advertising via radio stations.

- Three of the country’s six free-TV
channels are managed by the state,
while 314 of the 500 radio stations
operate under state concessions.
Three means - media ownership, the
provision of media concessions and
the purchase of media owned by the
state — could therefore be used by the
public sector for media intervention.

The state was able to dominate TV
channels and radio stations at a rela-
tively high level, given its media own-
ership, the TDRI says in its research.

However, such state domination of
the media is likely to lessen, given the
issuance of private digital-TV licences,
the end of concessions, future liberal-
isation of the TV broadcasting sector,

and the growth of online media.

Meanwhile, there was only slight
public-sector intervention via news-
paperoutletslastyear, asthestate does
not own publishing businesses, said
the institute.

The research goes on to say that of
totaladvertising expenditurelastyear,
93 per cent was made by the private
sector and only 8 per cent by the pub-
lic sector.

State enterprises contributed 48
per cent of the public sector’s adver-
tising spend, followed by ministries at
39 per cent, independent organisa-
tions (9 per cent) and the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (3 per
cent).

Among state enterprises, the
Government Savings Bank was the
biggest spender with 18 per cent, fol-
lowed by MCOT (12 percent), PTT (10
per cent) and Krungthai Bank (9 per
cent), the Electricity Generating
Authority of Thailand (Egat; 8 per
cent), the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (7 per cent), Thai Airways
International (6 per cent), the Thai
Tobacco Monopoly (4 per cent), the
Metropolitan Electricity Authority (4
per cent), and CAT Telecom (4 per
cent).

For the ministries, the Prime
Minister’s Office topped the list with

15 per cent of the spending, or Bt506
million, followed by the Industry
Ministry, whose Bt468-million outlay
accounted for 14 per cent.

Atthe Prime Minister’s Office, the
Public Relations Department spent
the mostatabout Bt215 million, while
the Internal Security Operations

Command spent Bt40 millionand the
Office of the Permanent Secretary
spent Bt35 million.

About Bt1.245 billion was allocat-
ed to newspaper advertising. The
Education Ministry and the Tourism
and Sports Ministry were the top
spenders, each accounting for 7 per
cent, followed by PTT, Egatand THAI
at 5 per cent each and 4 per cent by
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

A comparative analysis of the
spending on advertising to highlight
politicians and civil servants by the
Abhisit Vejjajiva and Yingluck
Shinawatra administrations found
that Abhisit’s regime used 7 per cent
of its total ad budget on this type of
adverts, while for Yingluck’s govern-
ment the proportion was 18 per cent.

The research urges the state to
introduce laws to prevent spending of
public money for personal election-
eering. Forexample, no photos, names
orvoicesof politiciansorcivil servants,
or logos and slogans of political par-
ties,should appear on advertisements
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paid for by the state.

An annual budget plan for public
relations should also be drawn up,
withannual performance reportsand
disclosure to the general public
through websites, the TDRI suggests.

Penalties are also suggested for
legal infringements.
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DIGITAL TV MADE EASY WITH
THEONE BOX >>me

.
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Here’s your ticket to DIGIT

ONE BOX HOM E, THAI CO satellite receivers or subscribing toa cable

TV service, who thus have no antenna.

AN D T H E N ATIO N P ROVI D E Bestofall, Thaico Electric Appliance

Industry (Thaico), which makes the DVB-

AN EASY, AFFORDABLE T2 receivers, hasjoined forces with the
Nation Group and One Box Home,

PATH TO TH E FUTU R E distributor ofthe boxes. Asaresult,
viewers will beable to get a Bt690 coupon
fromthe National Broadcasting and

PAISAL CHUENPRASAENG Telecommunications Commission
THE NATION covering the full cost of the receiver -
without having to pay more.

THE ONE BOX HOME digital- Thaico, the Nation Group and One Box

terrestrial TV receiveris a compact set- Home, will explain hOWt? use the

top box that’s easy to install and use. coupons when the commission

With it, you get a Yagi 5E-type distributesthem.
“passive” antenna that’s useful for most _ Theset-top bo.\_c isjust12x9x3.5cm and
home viewers currently using either lightenough that it can be attached to the
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back ofyour LCD TV with double-sided
adhesive tape.

The package comes with everything
you need to get the unit ready for enjoying
digital TV. There’stheantennaanda
10-metre cable, plusan HDMI cable, an
A/V cable, apoweradapter, aremote
control and an English-Thai user’s
manual. The remote controlitselfhas
briefdescriptions ofits functions in Thai
aswell,

I'tucked into the package and, just
followingthe manual, found the antenna
easy to assemble. The cable with
connectors at both ends s easilylinked to
theboxand antenna.

With the antenna in myliving room,
the box “reported”that the signal wasn’t
strong enough to generate TV images, so |

took the antennaouton
thebalcony and
immediately pickedupa
powerful-enough signal.
Allthedigital TV
channels came inwith
good quality.
Theboxindicated I
was getting asignal that
was 70 to 75 per cent of
full capacity, varying with
thechannels. When I
connected the set-top box
to myrooftop antenna,
thesignal strengthroseto
between 81and 85 per
cent. That tells me that
the antennaprovidedin

the package does a pretty
decentjobifyoudon’t
have arooftop one.

Withthe HDMI cable
I connected the set-top
box to my home-theatre
receiver, whichisin turn
hooked up to my plasma
TV. Would the box pass
on the Dolby Digital
signal to the receiver so I could enjoy five-
channel immersive movies?

Iturned on the set-top box and was
prompted toscan for digital channels. All
24 available digital TV channels,
including Nation TV and Now, were
tuned in without a hitch. If you use the
active antenna, you can at this point
switch on theelectrical powerto the
antenna. The box menu’s default
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language is Thai, butit’s easily
swapped for English.
‘TheboxhasaUSB 2.0 port
ontherightside, ready fora
USBdrive or portable hard
driveifyouwanttorecord TV
shows. Once all the digital TV
channels provide full
programme guides, you can
usethe EPGtosetuprecording
inadvance. Justdon't forget to
have a USB or portable hard
drive plugged into the box. In my test, the
One Box Home receiver generated sharp
and clean pictures, especially when tuned
to HD channels. Thai Rath’s HD channel
and Channel 5 HD both came through
crisp and beautiful.

The set-topboxcan also functionasa
multimedia player, displaying photos and
playing MP3 musicfiles. Youjust select
the function you want fromits
“Multimedia” menu.

Best of all, the box can play most
digital-movie formats, including MKV,
AVI, DivX, XviD,MOV,FLV,MPEGand
MP4.

I hooked up my 500GB portable hard
drive and played MP3 files and viewed
JPEG photos and digital movies with
noproblematall. FulHD 1080P
movies inthe MKV format played
smoothlyaswell.

And the boxtransmitted Dolby Digital
audio forthe home-theatre receiver to
decodessoitcould generate a five-channel
environment without a hitch. The box
alsodisplays Thai-language subtitles.
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Thereis no channel-numberdisplay or
even apower switch. Instead, you usethe
power button on the remote to switch on
and the “Info” button to check the
information ofthe channel that's playing.

One Box Home isdistributing the
set-top box for Bt1,290 via Tesco Lotus
superstores. Club Card members can buy
itfor Bt999. Don't forget about that
Bt690 coupon, though - details about
which will be announced later.

SPECS

W Maximum display resolution: 1080P
FullHD

m Display ratio: 16:9, 4:3, Pan & Scan,
Letter Box

mEPG: 7 day

m TV broadcast: SD/HD: MPEG2, MPEG2,
AVC, H.264

m Dolby Digital (AC3): Yes

m Software upgrade: OTA, USB

m Supported movie formats: MKV, AVI,
DivX, XviD, MOV, VOB, FLV, DAT, MPEG,
MPG,MP4and TX

m Supported audio formats: MP3, WMA
B Supported picture formats: JPEG, BMP,
PNG

m Ports: USB 2.0, HDMI, RF in, RF out,
coaxial audio output, A/V, power
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