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NEWS FEED |

NBTC TO GET BT21.6BN
FROM LICENCE PAYMENTS

The National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) will hand
over to state coffers Bt21.608 bil-
lion from the upcoming second
instalment payments that follow
the awarding of 1800MHz
licences.

Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN) will pay the second instal-
ment of the total payment of
Bt10.963 billion on December 11,
while TrueMove H Universal
Communication will pay the sec-
ond instalment of Bt10.644 bil-
lion on December 19. Both pay-
ments include VAT.

The final instalments, for the
remaining 25 per cent of the total
amount, will be paid in December
next year.

TrueMove H won the 1800MHz
licence by proposing Bt39.792 bil-
lion, while AWN proposed
Bt40.986 billion. They are mak-
ing the payment in three instal-
ments, with an initial 50 per cent,
followed by two payments of 25
per cent. Both operators paid the
combined first instalment of
Bt43.216 billion (including VAT) in
2015.
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Farewell

THE ROYAL FUNERAL'S
FACTS AND FIGURES

Y NIMARTA NARANG

News ID: C-171020001154 (20 Oct 17/06:01)

= I Minister of Defence Gen Prawit Wongsuwon
expects around 250,000 people to attend the
Royal Cremation Ceremony. (Channel News

Asia, Sept 29)

t's a difficult month for Thailand. Prepa-

rations for the royal funeral are well under

way as people from all over the country,

and world, are making arrangements to pay

theirrespects to the late King Bhumibol Adu-
lyadej. It is heart-warming to see that during
this time of grief, people are united in their love
and respect for the late king who undoubtedly
has made a lasting impact on this country and
the world. Ahead of the royal cremation cere-
monies, which are scheduled for Oct 25-29, here
are some figures and a timeline of events that
show how much preparation has been carried
out - a testament to just how loved the king
was by his people.
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B According to Lt Gen
Sansern Kaewkamnerd,
government spokesman
and director-general of
the Public Relations
Department, Sanam
Luang covers an area of
about 150,000 square
metres and can
accommodate
250,000-300,000
people. Of those, only
40,000 people will be
able to see royal
processions of the
ceremony.

(Bangkok Post, Oct 9)

M Detailed guidelines
have been issued by
broadcasting authorities
for all television
channels, such as the
instruction to include
special programmes in
honour of the late king.
According to Thailand’s
National Broadcasting
and Telecommunication
Commission, networks
must reduce their
colour saturation by
40%. (Japan Times,
Oct7)
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B About 7,500 pre-screened esteemed guests will be permitted
to attend the royal cremation grounds at Sanam Luang
(Bangkok Post, Oct 4). The exclusive guest list includes:
- Prince Akishino and his wife Princess Kiko of Japan
- Her Majesty Queen Maxima of the Netherlands
- King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and M According to the Bureau of the Royal Household, the
his wife Queen Jetsun Pema number of people paying respects at the Dusit Maha Prasat
- Her Majesty Queen Mathilde of Belgium (Bangkok Post, Oct 12) Throne Hall in the compound of the Grand Palace on the last
day of October 5 was 110,889 (Bangkok Post, Oct 6). In total,

12,739,531 mourners had paid their respects in front of the
royal urn. (Thai PBS, Oct 6)

{Hi]

M The ceremony space will be a no-drone zone. The Civil Aviation
Authority of Thailand has banned the flying of drones within a
19-kilometre radius of the royal ceremonial ground, except for the
drones used for aerial photography by the Committee on
Ceremonies for the Royal Cremation of His Majesty the late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej (Thai PBS, Sept 26).
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M Donations on the last day of October 5 amounted to
7 million baht. The total count of donations received is
889,545,100 baht (Thai PBS, Oct 6).

B The Television Pool of Thailand
will be officially broadcasting

the ceremony. Lt Gen Sansern
Kaewkamnerd said media outlets
were only allowed to relay live
coverage by the TVPool as they are
forbidden to broadcast the ceremony
live on social media. People are
allowed to cover the ceremony live
and take pictures, however, signals
may be disconnected in some areas.
(Thai PBS, Oct 10 & Bangkok Post,
Oct 9)
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B The Fine Arts Department was
tasked to design and construct the
royal crematorium. The crematorium
will have nine spire-roofed pavilions
rising from the base that will be
formed in three levels.

W The principal pavilion is in the
middle and has the pyre for the royal
urn to be cremated. The nine-tiered
Great White Umbrella of State
(Nopphapadon Mahasawettachat) is
placed at the top of the principal
pavilion. The western part of the
royal crematorium faces the royal
merit-making pavilion (Phra Thinang
Song Tham).

W The structure is 50.49m in
height and is made of wood with an
inner steel structure. The square-
shaped base measures 60 metres
on each side. Modelled after the
mythical mountain Sumeru that is
believed to be the centre of the
universe in Hindu and Buddhist
cosmology, the crematorium will
have a “heavenly pond” at the base
decorated with auspicious

animals. These mythical creatures
were believed to have graced the
Himmaphan forest that surrounded
Sumeru.

The auspicious animals include
glephants, horses, cows and lions.
(Royal Cremation Ceremony
website, Sept 26)

W The replicas of the royal crematorium are in the form of a pavilion, measuring 22.53 meters in height.

(Thai PBS, Sept 14)

M The replicas in Bangkok and nearby provinces are located at the Royal Plaza, Lan Khon Mueang in front of the
Bangkok City Hall, the former Headquarters of the Government Lottery Office, Nagaraphirom Park, King Rama |
Monument area, the Bangkok Intemational Trade and Exhibition Center (BITEC), King Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang, Phutthamonthon in Nakhon Pathom and Thupatemi Royal Thai Air Force Sports Stadium
in Pathum Thani. (Thai PBS, Sept 14)
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M A total of 85 replicas of B Deputy national police commissioner Police General Dechnarong
the royal crematorium have Sutticharnbancha said 38 units of 30,000 security forces will

been constructed. 76 are be deployed to 15 designated zones, 12 operation areas and
located in 76 provinces and - three surveillance areas to ensure security during the

nine in Bangkok and nearby 155 ceremonies. (Bangkok Post, Oct 9)

provinces. (The Government ~—5 M According to police, about 5 million volunteers will be helping out
Public Relations Department, g during the royal ceremonies (Bangkok Post, Oct 12)

Sept 14)
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M Nationwide more than 800 sites have been designated as floral niches where people go to offer sandalwood flowers to
honour the king. There are 617 medium-sized niches and 185 small niches in provinces. Out of this number, 669 are located
in temples and 209 niches are at other designated locations including temples, provincial town halls, district offices, schools,
stadiums, public parks and other significant places. (Royal Cremation Ceremony website, Sept 26)

B Thais were invited to register as volunteers during the month of September to assist in the following tasks: making
cremation flowers, helping with public relations, construction, transportation, public services, medical services, security and
traffic. As of September 26, the number of registered volunteers nationwide was more than 285,000. According to Interior
Ministry’s Community Development Department chief Apichat Todilokwet, the number was expected to be more than 350,000
by the end of the volunteering registration period on September 30 (The Nation, Sept 29)

B By the second day only, more than 70,000 people registered to become volunteers during the royal cremation ceremonies
of the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej. (Thai PBS, Sept 2)

B According to Deputy Prime Minister Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, 50,000 officers from the Interior Ministry, the Defence
Ministry and the Royal Thai Police as well as security volunteers will be at the main ceremonies at Sanam Luang in Bangkok
and at replicas of the royal crematorium in 76 provinces. (Bangkok Post, Oct 4).
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M Lt Gen Sansern Kaewkamnerd said that general rules
and code of conduct for attending the ceremony will be
available in the form of handbooks. 15,000 Thai
handbooks and 5,000 English handbooks will be made
available from Oct 16 at Thammasat University
conference hall (Thai PBS, Oct 10)

M There will be an exhibition held at Sanam Luang after
the royal cremation ceremonies throughout November, At
the Phra Thinang Song Tham, the exhibition will feature
the biography and projects of the late King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. At the Sala Luk Khun, the exhibition will
feature the construction of the royal crematorium,
renovation of royal chariots and palanquins, as well as
architectural and artistic works. It is expected that more
than 100,000 people will visit the exhibitions each day.
(Royal Cremation Ceremony Website, Sept 13).

W There will be a total of 5,613 Thai soldiers, sailors,
and airmen participating in the six funeral processions. Of
those, 2,406 men will be involved in the largest
procession, which covers 890 metres in distance. It will
take place for two hours on the royal cremation day,
October 26, with 216 men transporting the Royal Chariot
of Great Victory. (Naew Na, Oct 12)

B Inlate May, local authorities, local leaders, agricultural
experts and representatives from the military drew plans
to grow 230,000 marigold plants on a 35-rai land plot in
Muang district of Kanchanaburi. The plants are expected
to bloom between October 12-22, just in time for the
royal cremation. The colour yellow represents Monday,
the day the late king was born and the flowers will be

grown in his honour. (Bangkok Post, Jun 1)m
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Headline: Drone crackdown snares mechanic

Clip: Full Color

AVIATION

Drone crackdown snares mechanic

POST REPORTERS

A mechanicturned himselfin to Don Muang police
vesterday after the air force filed a complaint accus-
ing him of flying an unauthorised drone and con-
ducting illegal photography in the wake of a new
crackdown on the activities of drone hobbyists.

Jatupol Phodi, 37, who lives in Bangkok’s Bang
Khen district, was charged with violating a 2015 act
on air navigation by operating an unmanned aerial
vehicle without permission.

He was also charged with breaking a 1940 act
on confidentiality protection in the civil service by
capturing pictures of areas operated by the air force.

Police investigators questioned him and took him

to the Don Muang district court for indictment, said
a source.

Mr Jatupol told reporters he unintentionally took
pictures of parts of Don Mueang airport while flying
the drone in August.

He claimed that before landing it he had to fly the
craft in a loop, which is when it captured pictures
of the airport.

He said he was not aware of the law that prohibits
drones from being flown within a 9-kilometre radius
of a Thai airport.

After learning from media reports he was wanted
by the police, he said he rushed to meet officials
at the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand (CAAT)
on Tuesday before reporting to the police yesterday.

The CAAT has set up a panel to probe his alleged
misconduct, hesaid. Itisnot known when it expects
to make a decision.

As of Tuesday, 1,300 drone owners had registered
their devices after the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC) threatened
last week to punish those who did not come forward.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
users of non-registered drones are atrisk of violating
the Communication Radio Act, which could lead
to a prison term of up to five years or fines of up to
100,000 baht, or both.

Drone owners can register at the CAAT; the head-
quarters of the NBTC or its 21 provincial offices, and
police stations nationwide.
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DTAC’s Q3 profit down 9%

Total Access Communication (DTAC)
posted a 9% year-on-year decline in net
profit for the third quarter of 2017 to 601
million baht, weighed down by rising
depreciation and amortisation expenses.

But chief executive Lars Norling said the
company’s financial position “continues
to improve”.

DTAC'sservice revenue (excluding inter-
connection charge or IC) fell 1.5% year-on-
year in the third quarter, but the company
said full-year service revenue growth is on
course to meet guidance.

Revenue from data service maintained
growth momentum, as the country’s third-
largest mobile operator kept investing
heavily in its network to accommodate
growing demand for data.

Net profit “remained under pressure”
because ofan increase in depreciation and
amortisation expenses until the end of the
2G mobile concession, according to the
earnings report.

Despite alower net profit, DTAC logged
7% year-on-year growth in earnings before
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation
(ebitda) to 7.7 billion baht. But the ebitda
margin was flat with the second quarter
at41%.

Mr Norling said ebitda growth was
driven by the effort to digitise core busi-
ness and improve operational efficiency,
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as well as a lower level of device subsidies
and regulatory costs.

DTAC's outlook for 2017 envisions ser-
vice revenue excluding IC staying at the
same level as last year, ebitda remaining
at least at the same level as last year, and
capital expenditure held to arange 0of 17-20
billion baht.

The number of base stations under the
licensed network rose by 42% year-on-year
in the third quarter. DTAC's network cover-
age stood at 94% of the total population,
and its collaboration with TOT Plc on the
2300-megahertz wireless business is on
track to increase 4G spectrum bandwidth.

Mr Norling said the “densification” of
the network has been continuously carried
out to accommodate strong demand for
data service.

“The partnership with TOT on the
2300MHz wireless business will further
strengthen our spectrum portfolio,” he said.

At the end of the third quarter, DTAC’s
total subscriber base was 23.1 million,
with 97% registered under DTN, a subsidi-
ary holding the 2.1GHz licence from the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission.

“Our financial position continues to
improve, and we are well prepared finan-
cially going into the final year of the conces-
sion,” Mr Norling said.
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