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Headline: No hire fee for breast paint artist
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BROADCASTING

No hire fee
for breast
paint artist

POST REPORTERS

The president of the company that pro-
duced a TV talent show containing a
controversial breast-painting act has
denied paying the female contestant.

Panya Nirunkul, president of Work-
point Entertainment Plc, which produces
Thailand's Got Talent, dismissed a report
that his company hired the contestant
to put on the performance.

He said the woman was approached
by the show’s agents, just like other
competitors.

A Thai Rath online report yesterday
quoted a friend of breast-painting con-
testant Duangjai Jansaunoi, 23, as saying
Ms Duangjai was paid 10,000 baht by
staff of the weekly Channel 3 show.

Ms Duangjai’s act of pouring paint
on her bare breasts and using them to
paint on canvas has provoked uproar
from the Ministry of Culture and mem-
bers of the artistic community.

While Ms Duangjai told the audience
she was an independent artist, her friend
said the contestant was actually a nude
model. “It’s an honest profession. I am
telling the truth that the show is scripted
because I can’t stand seeing my friend
getting blasted by the whole of society
about her act,” she said.

Mr Panya apologised for broadcasting
the act and promised such an incident
would not happen again.

He told the Ruang Den Yen Nee news
programme on Channel 3 yesterday that
the firm had no intention of causing an
outcry as it respected Thai arts and cul-
ture.

National artist for visual arts Chaloem-
chai Kositpipat said that while he does
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not regard Ms Duangjai’s act as obscene
or inappropriate, he does not consider
it as beautiful expression either.

“Body painting may be new in Thai-
land but it’s an old art form in other
countries. What I think the contestant
did was copy its form and method with-
out understanding the essence of this
art form, which includes not only a show
of the body but a combination of lines,
colours, texture and overall balance,”
Mr Chaloemchai said.

Gridthiya Gaweewong, an art curator,
said this kind of performance art was
usually held in art galleries or museums.
When it appeared on a TV talent show,
questions inevitably arose.

“The point is: Is this a good quality
painting? No, it is not. What's more
importantis that the woman didn’t have
a real idea or reason to back up her
show. There’s no context, no conceptual
thinking behind it.

“Ifyou're an artist, you must have an
idea why you're doing your art.”

Kannika Soonthornyankit, an amateur
artist, said she was flabbergasted by the
show. “This is not art, nor creativity. It's
a waste,” she said.

She said the show’s decision to air
the act was aimed only at boosting its
ratings while ignoring possible adverse
effects, especially on voung viewers.

Pol Maj Gen Saroj Promcharoen, dep-
uty commander of the Metropolitan
Police, said police would wait for an
opinion from various authorities includ-
ing the Culture Ministry on whether the
show breached public obscenity laws,
before deciding whether to press charges.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
will meet Channel 3 today to discuss
whether the channel broke the law.

Gen Peerapong Manakit, chairman
of the NBTC's subcommittee on broad-
casting, said the content might have
violated Section 37 of the Radio and
Television Broadcasting Act 2008.

“The broadcaster should have ethics
and be concerned more about the public
than TV producers who just want to
make a profit,”” Gen Peerapong said.
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3G reserve price may be set at B4.2bn

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The reserve price for the third-generation
(3G) licence auction will be finalised
today by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

The benchmark is likely to be set at
4.2 billion baht for each of the nine five-
megehertz slots, on par with the price
set by the NBTC’s predecessor of 12.8
billion baht for 15MHz.

Currently, the NBTC’s 2100-megahertz
committee approved the draft 3G licence
auction framework for the international
standard 2.1-GHz spectrum.

Under the draft, the regulator will
divide the existing bandwidth of the
2.1-GHz spectrum into nine slots, each
containing 5 MHz of bandwidth.

The watchdog intends to auction the
2.1-GHz spectrum in October.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman
of the NBTC’s telecom committee, said

News ID: C-120620001093 (20 Jun 12/05:46)
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the committee will determine the valu-
ation of the 2100-MHz spectrum first,
and then calculate the reserve price for
each slot of bandwidth.

There are three methods to calculate
the final reserve price. The telecom com-
mittee is likely to value each slot of band-
width at 6.4 billion baht.

“We might set the reserve price at
70% of the spectrum value for each slot.
So, the price will be close to 4.2 billion
baht,” said Col Settapong.
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B14.3 BN
LIKELY NBTC
RESERVE PRICE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
willfinalise the reserve prices forthe
2.1-gigahertz spectrum today -
expected to be about Bt4.3 billion
for a 5-megahertzslot on the spec-
trum.

The NBTC'stelecom committee
yesterday selected three prices out
of a total seven from the initial val-
uationofthe 2.1GHzspectrum pro-
posed by its working group. The
three prices are Bt6.23 billion,
Bt6.44 billion and Bt12.67 billion
per 5MHz slot.

Committeechairman Settapong
Malisuwan said it would select one
of these three prices and discount
itsvalue. The result willbecomethe
reserve price for each slot to be
available at the spectrum licence
auction.

He added that the working
group proposed that the commit-
tee work out a reserve price by bas-
ing its calculation on 67 per cent of
the initial valuation.
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The telecom committee has yet
todecide whetheritwill acceptthat
proposal.

An NBTC source said the com-
mittee looked likely to select the
second figure of Bt6.44 billion from
whichto calculate thereserve price.
If it uses the 67-per-cent formula,
the reserve price will end up at
about Bt4.174 billion if the com-
mittee selects the first valuation,
Bt4.314 billion if it selects the sec-
ond, and Bt8.488 billion ifitselects
the third.

The working group comprises
lecturers from Chulalongkorn
University's economices faculty the
NBTC hired to work out both the
2.1GHz spectrum price and the
reserve price.

The NBTC will auction nine
slots on the spectrum, each con-
taining 5MHz bandwidth. Each of
the bidders can pitch for a maxi-
mum 20MHz.

It intends to auction the spec-
trum in October.

The telecom commiittee today
will also consider the conclusion by
another subcommittee that the
deals between CAT Telecom and
True group to provide third-gener-
ation cellular service breached
Article 46(2)ofthe 2010 Frequency
Allocation Law, which prohibits
NBTC licence holders from allow-
ing other parties to control their
spectrum use.
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Five-year nationwide digital master plan in effect

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The 2012-16 master plan for broad-
casting took effect on April 4.

Under the plan, issued by the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC),
a digital broadcasting system will
be operating within four years.

Atleast 80% of householdsin large
provinces mustreceive a digital sig-
nal for radio and TV by year five.

Vice-chairman Natee Sukolrat said
in the first eight years of the digital
era, users will have to pay 500 to
1,500 baht for a set-top box to watch
digital TV.

The NBTC expects toissue one or
two licences for companies building
digital broadcasting infrastructure,
a few licences for digital network
service providers and up to 50

licences for broadcasters.

The roadmap set out a time frame
for the granting of digital TV licences.

The NBTC plans to grant infra-
structure licences this August,
licences for providing services to
the public in December, commercial
licencesin August 2013 and licences
for providing services to communi-
ties in December 2013.

Col Natee said the digital TVroad-
map calls for the shifting of all ana-
logue services to digital within 10
years.

The analogue system will gradu-
ally be switched off from January
2015.

The NBTC has begun allowing
digital broadcasting trials on free
TV stations Channels 3, 5, 7,9, NBT
and ThaiPBS. Trial broadcasts with
high-definition systems are planned.

Digital TV Broadcasting Roadmap 2012-2013
212 | 218 |

Feb 16 - Aug » Dec =
I |

Aug Dec

Transition Licences

begins issued for licences

infrastructure  issued for

and networks public
services

Source: National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
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TECHNOLOGY

Digital to
transform TV

Commitment from InTouch and Grammy to go
digital will increase HD channels

By Suchit Leesa-nguansuk

etting stuck with a boring
television programme will
soon be a thing of the past
as digital technology
replaces analogue.

By 2015, Thai households will be
able to watch 60 free TV channels of
high-definition (HD) quality.

Anew chapter for the media industry
will begin that will likely widen business
opportunities for media operators, net-
work and infrastructure service pro-
viders, set-top box manufacturers, con-
tent providers and advertising agencies.

InTouch Plc, Thailand’s largest tele-
communications firm, and GMM
Grammy Plc, the country’s largest enter-
tainment company, have announced
plans to jump on the digital TV band-
wagon.

“The switching from analogue to
digital is forecast to boost new invest-
ment by 100 billion baht,” said Natee
Sukolrat, vice-chairman of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

Of the total, up to 20 billion baht
will go towards set-top boxes, 10 billion
baht towards network and transmission
infrastructure and the rest into licensing
and content.

Col Natee said broadcasting costs
of digital TV are only 10% of analogue
costs, as the technology allows operators
to share network resources.

Ttwill also improve people’s quality
of life, as they will be able to enjoy a
wide variety of programming and higher
picture quality.

The NBTC has selected the Digital
Video Broadcasting — Second Gener-
ation Terrestrial (DVB-T2) standard,
which is more efficient in its use of
spectrum than the earlier DVB-T stand-
ard.

Digital broadcasting will not only
use set-top boxes. The programming

will also be available via personal com-
puters, notebooks, in-car receivers,
radios, smartphones and dongles.

The NBTC plans to issue one or two
infrastructure licences, a few network
licences and up to 50 broadcasting
licences.

“We plan to start the switch to digital
broadcasting in three years, but existing
analogue TV will continue for another
eight to 10 years,” said Col Natee.

Prapat  Rathlertkarn,  deputy
secretary-general of the Thai Electrical,
Electronics and Telecommunication
Industries Association (TETA), said
Thailand is the last Asean country to
introduce digital TV.

DVB-T2 can be 10 times more effi-
cient in using spectrum than DVB-T.

For instance, there are six free ana-
logue TV channels. Switching to digital
could allow for 60 free TV channels.

Mr Prapat said the TETA plans to
collaborate with global TV manufac-
turers on the production in Thailand
of TV sets with tuner-cards embedded
inside. Using this technology, customers
would not need to buy set-top boxes
to get digital TV.

A set-top box will cost 1,500 baht at
first, dropping to 1,000 baht one year

News ID: C-120620001090 (20 Jun 12/05:40)
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after introduction of the service.

“In the future, digital TV set-top boxes
will combine with satellite TV set-top
boxes for consumer convenience. But
prices will be higher,” he said, adding
he sees demand for 10-20 million units.

Mr Prapat urged the government to
promote local production of set-top
boxes, which could create 10,000 jobs.

“There should be a clear policy on
the subsidy of set-top boxes,”” he added.

Thunyachate Ekvetchavit, the mar-
keting director at L.G Electronics (Thai-
land), said digital TV will likely affect

the broadcasting industry positively.
Itwill enhance the home entertainment
experience with HD content and
improved sound quality.

Greater varieties of content and
channels will be available.

Mr Thunyachate said the digital tran-
sitionwill also create increased demand
for TVs with larger screens, higher res-
olution and faster response times.

Monsinee Keeratikrainon, the coun-
try manager for researcher Frost &
Sullivan, said Thailand still faces chal-
lenges that could delay the digital plan.
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Digital TVs on
sale as partofa

the Euro 2012
tournament.
Some will use
set-top boxes
while others will
have a tuner
card embedded
inthe TV.
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INBrief

Set-top rethink

BROADCASTING: The National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tion Commission will revise its deci-
sion on May 30, which categorises
set-top boxes as radio communica-
tion devices.

Itwould grant permits to only TV
operators to produce, importand
distribute set-top boxes.

Seven companies have already
imported 1 million set-top boxes but
haveyetto clear them from customs,
pending the NBTC’s decision.

GMM Grammy won approval from
the NBTC in March to import set-
top boxes based on the existing
categorisation. It paid an import fee
0f200 baht for each unit, arate some
NBTC commissioners now think is
too low.

News ID: C-120620001089 (20 Jun 12/05:41)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




Section: First Section/BUSINESS

The Nation Date: Wednesday 20 June 2012
Volume: 37 No: 53356 Page(s): 2A(Top Left)

The Nation Col.Inch: 19.25  Ad Value: 28,875 PRValue (x3): 86,625 Clip: Full Color
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,500

Headline: 1m television set-top boxes stuck in customs

Im television set-top
boxes stuck in customs

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications:
Commission's broadeasting committee has yette =
grant permission to seven companies to take delivery
of combined orders of more than a million satellite
TV set-top boxes stranded in customs.

About half of the boxes belong to GMM Z, with the
rest belonging to five set-top box traders and distrib-
utors as well as satellite operator Thaicom.

Broadcasting committee member Supinya:
Klangnarong said yesterday that the committee has
to gather more information to examine whether GMM ‘
Z and Thaicom provide subscription pay-TV services.
If they are found to do so, the committee cannot
grant them the permits to bring in the boxes.

The committee might consider granting the five
trading firms permits to bring in their stranded
boxes, she added.

The committee will convene again next week to
make a final decision on the matter, Supinya said.

The broadcasting committee passed a resolution
on May 30 that it would only consider granting per-
mits to import, produce and distribute boxes to
- those pay-TV operators doing business according to
the regulations of state agencies and its own upcom~ :
.ing regulations.

However, it plans to revise or relax this resolution,
following complaints from many set-top box-related
firms that the resolutions could affect their business. |

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION
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INTOUCH WEIGHS
EPL BROADCAST

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

InTouch, formerly known as Shin Corp, is
interested in exploring opportunitiesto bid for
the rights to air live English Premier League
matches in Thailand to enhance its planned
broadcasting business.

The company is conducting a feasibility
study on thematter. Ithas yet to decide whether
it will make a pitch for the broadecasting rights
alone or with potential partners, InTouch
e‘xe&:utive chairman Somprasong Boonyachai
said. -

InTouch’s expression of interest follows sim-
ilar announcements by GMM Grammy, RS,
Cable Thai Holding (CTH) and the existing
rights holder, TrueVisions.

TrueVisions’ three-year rights to broadeast
Premier League matches expire next year.
Bidding for the right to broadcast next season’s
matches will begin late this year.

InTouch recently announced its interest in
exploring business opportunities in the ter-
restrial digital TV business. Itis waiting for the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission to finalise the industry reg-
ulations.

InTouch is the parent of Advanced Info
Service and Thaicom.
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