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Column: IN Brief: NACC dismisses telecoms case

Clip: Black/White

NBrief

NACC dismisses
telecoms case

GRAFT: The National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) has dismissed
the case of four telecommunications
commissioners accused of collud-

ing with operators in the 3G spec-
trum auction.

They are Col Settapong Malisuwan,
chairman of the telecommunica-
tions commission under the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC), and
three commissioners, Suthiphon
Thaveechaiyagarn, Prasert Silphiphat
and Gen Sukij Khamasunthorn.

The NACC found no grounds to
charges the accused had set bidding
criteria to benefit bidders AIS, DTAC
and True Move. It reasoned that 20
operators had actually joined the bid.

News ID: C-140820001014 (20 Aug 14/05:11)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,150

Section: Business/Business
Date: Wednesday 20 August 2014

Volume: 39 No: 54140 Page: 2B(Bottom Left)
Col.Inch: 12.83  Ad Value: 14,754.50 PRValue (x3): 44,263.50

Headline: NBTC commissioners cleared of all charges

Clip: Black/White

NBTC commissioners
cleared of all charges

THE NATION

THE National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) yesterday ruled
that all charges against four members
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
regarding the auction of licences for
the 2.1-gigahertz spectrumin 2012
were groundless.

According to the anti-graft agency,
its probe found that the NBTC's auc-
tion regulations did not favour the
three final qualified bidders, Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN), DTAC
Network, and Real Future, given that
20 companies qualified to join the bid.
The licences granted the winners the
right to operate third-generation cellu-
lar service on the 21GHz spectrum.

The NACC also noted that the
Department of Business Development
had found that DTAC Network was a
Thai-owned company, so it did not
lack qualification to be a licence appli-
cant, as charged.

The probe also found that AWN,
DTAC Network and Real Future con-
formed with the auction rules and
there was no evidence of collusionin
the bidding.

The NACC set up a subcormnmittee
to probe the case after many parties
alleged that the auction had breached
the State Bidding Act and lacked
meaningful competition.

The investigation involved four of
the five members of the NBTC's tele-
com committee, who voted to
approve the auction results.

They were committee chairman
Settapong Malisuwan, Suthiphon
Thaveechaiyagarn, Prasert Silphiphat,
and Sukit Khamasundara.
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Column: NEWS FEED: PLEA FOR EARLY TV VOUCHERS

Clip: Full Color

PLEA FOR EARLY
TV VOUCHERS

A focus group of terrestrial digital
TV operators, distributors of digital TV
set-top boxes and consumer rights
organisations has urged for the vouch-
ers to purchase digital TV set-top
boxes to start being sent out to house-
holds on October 15 and for house-
holds to be allowed to start using
them on November 1.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
held the meeting yesterday. Earlier the
NBTC said it intended to distribute the
vouchers next month.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al of the NBTC, said that if the prepa-
ration for the voucher distribution is
completed on August 31and the
recruitment of set-top box makers to
join the voucher project finishes on
September 15, the watchdog will start
the voucher distribution on October 15.
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Mono Broadcast budgets Bt300m for own TV series

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THREE MONTHS after a soft
opening with an international
series, Mono Broadcast, operator
of the Mono 29 terrestrial-based
digital TV channel, has earmarked
more than Bt300 million for pro-
duction of its own Thai TV series,
and marketing activities to pro-
mote the channel.

“With this newly produced Thai
TV series line-up for the remaining
months [of the year], we believe
that Mono29 channel will improve
its audience rating to 0.4-0.5 point

from less than 0.1
point currently and
gain more revenue,’
managing director
Nawamin
Prasopnet said yes-
terday.

However, he 2
added that the cur- «= S
rent rating, even NAWAMIN
though it appeared .
low compared with other players),
had met Mono’s expectations and
was satisfactory for now.

Mono 29 channel anticipates
good feedback not only from the
audience but also from advertisers.
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The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
will begin giving away digital-TV
coupons to households next
month, and this will encourage
people to watch this new platform
more.

The channel is spending about
Bt300 million on producing TV
series. The first three series will be
aired next month. After that, the
company aims to produce at least
12 dramas a year.

To promote this new econtent
and expand its audience base, the
channel has also set aside Bt30
million to conduct a series of mar-

keting events in key provinces.
Recently, the company conducted a
series of marketing activities in
Nakhon Ratchasima, Udon Thani
and Khon Kaen.

Mono Broadcast is a part of
Mono Group, a leading entertain-
ment content creator.

“Within the next three years,
Mono 29 is expected to generate
Bt2.5 billion in revenue, account-
ing for 50 per cent of total income
of the group, which is expected to
hit Bt5 billion.

For this year, the group targets
Bt1.5 billion income,” Nawamin
said.
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