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NBTC asks Thai TV
o halt broadcasts

Move would buy time
to sort out finance

POST REPORTERS

The regulator has suggested that cash-
strapped Thai TV Co suspend the broadcast
of its two digital channels until it secures
business partners.

The recommendation was made vester-

day during the first round of talks between
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) and
Thai TV.

The Central Administrative Court on July
9told both sides to negotiate and settle the
dispute themselves instead of engaging in
alengthy court fight.

Thai TV lawyer Suchart Chomkul will
discuss the NBTC's suggestion with chair-
woman Pantipa Salkulchai. Both will go
to court for additional hearings on the
case today.
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After the talks, Supinya Klangnarong, a
member of the NBTC's broadcasting com-
mittee, said Thai TV should file a proposal
to suspend the airing of its children’s chan-
neland news channel until it finds business
partners or joint content providers.

The company is able to rent 40% of its
airtime to other companies while sound-
ing out business partners to hold a stake,
actions that could improve its finances.

“We still don’t want Thai TV to return
the two licences and quit the digital TV
business,” Ms Supinya said. “If Thai TV

Transmitting
dishes stand atop
Baiyoke Tower II.
Thai TV wants to
scrap its year-old
digital channels
and focus on

the cable and
satellite platforms.
PATTANAPONG
HIRUNARD
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lets the two channels go black without our
approval, it will be banned from doing any
broadcasting business in the future.”

She said she understood the difficulty
Thal TV faced in finding business partners
after failing to make licence payments.

“What we can do now is give advice to
Thai TV and try every means to prevent its
two digital channels from going black,” Ms
Supinya said.

The NBTC said it could accept a tem-
porary broadcast suspension of Thai TV’s
two channels. Inthe past, some satellite TV

operators sought a broadcast suspension
while undergoing the process of improv-
ing content.

Analysts said the NBTC gotstuck with its
own strict regulations and was trying every
means to help Thai TV move on, short of
quitting the digital TV business outright.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the NBTC’s broadcasting panel, could
not be reached for comment on the
issue yesterday.

Mr Suchart said Ms Pantipa would
make the final decision about the com-
pany's future.

The company at first had set a deadline
to stop broadcasting its two channels on
the digital system on July 26.

Thai TV announced its intention to
return its two digital licences to the NBTC
after failing to pay the second instalment of
auction fees worth 288 million baht in May.

The NBTCissued a deadline to claim 288
million baht from the company via a bank
guarantee by tomorrow.

Thai TV faces a 300-million-baht loss
from running the two channels for more
than a year. The licence for the Loca chil-
dren’s channel is worth 648 million baht,
and the one for Thai TV News is worth 1.3
billion.

“We will go ahead with our plan to move
to the satellite and cable TV platforms no
matter how the negotiations turn out,” Ms
Pantipa said.

The ailing company plans to shift its
own content from Loca and Thai TV News

to the satellite and cable platforms and
replace them with home shopping and
programmes about amulets.

Live news and follk music shows will
continue to air on Thai TV News,
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Temporary suspension of Thai TV suggested

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAI TV might get a chance to suspend broad-
casts temporarily of its two digital television
channels ifthe company needs more time to find
content partners or a co-investor to continue in
business, according to amember of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission.

“We would like to say that we are now seeing
light at the end of the tunnel. If Thai TV agrees
with my idea, the company could have a chance
to lodge a request, with reasons, for a break of
its broadcasting services to the broadcasting
committee for consideration,” Supinya
Klangnarong, a member of the NBTC, said yes-
terday.

She had been in a 30-minute meeting with
legal representatives from Thai TV to discuss
their legal conflict, following the instructions
handed down by the Central Administrative
Court at a hearing last week.

The stations could go off the air for about two
or three months while the company seeks out-
side help to run them.

“Before going into further details, this idea
must be agreed upon by my colleagues on the
broadcasting committee,” she said.

Supinya, who was the only representative at
the meeting from her committee, said she would
update the other members.

Suchat Chomkul, legal representative of Thai
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TV, said he could not make any decision about
Supinya’s proposal, but would take it back and
discuss it with Pantipa Sakulchai, president of
Thai TV.

Pantipahad decided to give up her digital-TV
business and wanted to relinquish her two
licences for the Thai TV news channel and Loca
family channel. She cited difficulties in opera-
tions, intense competition and lack of support
from the NBTC for the transition from analog to
the digital era.

According to local newspapers, Pantipa
insisted that both Thai TV and Loca would end
their services on the digital terrestrial platform
by Sunday. She also refused to pay the remain-
inginstalment of the up-front licence fee and the
annual licence fee to the commission.

However, Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, hasinsisted that Thai TV must
pay all fees before shutting down both TV sta-
tions. He ordered his staft to issue an order to
enforce the guarantee posted by Bangkok Bank,
a lender to Thai TV.

Supinya said the order had been issued with-
out any approval from her committee.

A legal representative of Thai TV Co said:
“The order toseize the bank guarantee was a key
reason Thai TV Co decided to file a petition at
the Central Administrative Courtlast month for
Bt700 million in compensation from the NBTC.”

Suchatsaid Pantipa was goingto attend a sec-
ond hearing on the petition at the courthouse this
afternoon along with his team.
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