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Countdown to 3G bids

Auction for 2.1 GHz
slated for Oct 16

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A countdown has begun to the third-
generation (3G) spectrum auction, a mile-
stone for the industry and the country’s
development, with service likely to begin
in next year’s first quarter.

Yesterday's countdown event welcom-
ing a new era in Thai telecom was held
by the National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
at Impact Muang Thong Thani.

The countdown is aimed at stimulating
public awareness of the benefits of 3G
wireless service and declaring NBTC's
readiness for the auction.

The NBTC has set Oct 16 as the auction
date for 3G spectrum.

The auction will offer nine 5-megahertz
slots out of 45 MHz of bandwidth on the
2.1-gigahertz spectrum.

The reserve price for a 5-MHz block
ofthe spectrum has been set at 4.5 billion
baht, and the auction will be an ascending-
bid type, with each participant allowed
to buy up to 15 MHz.

Potential bidders for the 2.1-GHz spectrum gather for the NBTC countdown to the Oct 16 auction yesterday. The countdown is aimed at building

If successful, the leading three mobile
operators — Advanced Info Service (AIS),
Total Access Communication (DTAC) and
True Move — say they will be ready to
launch commercial 3G service on the
international standard 2.1-GHz spectrum
in Bangkok and major cities by next year’s
first quarter.

Somprasong Boonyachai, the executive
chairman of AIS parent InTouch, said
Thailand can no longer afford to delay
the 3G auction with the Asean Economic
Community set to arrive in 2015.

“If the 3G auction does not take place
this time, then it could be a disaster for
our nation,” he said.

Mr Somprasong said AIS is ready to
bid for a 3G licence.

He said 3G technology will drive the
local telecom industry into a new wireless
era and raise the country’s competitive-
ness.

While he remained tight-lipped about
the amount of investment in AIS's 3G
network plan, the company earlier
revealed it intends to spend 40 billion
bahtin the coming vears to roll outits 3G
network nationwide.

Darmp Sukontasap, DTAC's chief cor-
porate affairs officer, said his company
should be ready to launch its commercial
3G service in the first quarter of 2013.

s = [}

s 20

excitement for the long-delayed launch of 3G technology in Thailand. PATTANAPONG HIRUNARD

Vichaow Rakphongphairoj, True's
managing director and chief operating
officer, also committed to a rollout of 3G
service at that time.

He acknowledged the early launch of
3G service is expected to give operators
an edge over their competitors amid falling
voice-based tariffs and the introduction
of mobile number portability.

Col Settapong Malisuwan, the NBTC's
vice-chairman and head of the 3G auction
committee, gave assurances that the
online auction will be fully transparent,
with no chance of collusion among the
bidders.

As of last Friday, 15 companies from
nine business groups had picked up 3G
application forms.

They include three each from AIS and
True Corporation and two each from
units of DTAC and Jasmine Telecom.

The rest are BB Connect of the Bencha-

chinda Group, the former owner of DTAG;
Cable Thai Holding, a cable TV operator
owned by Wichai Thongtang, a former
lawyer of Thaksin Shinawatra; ACT
Mobile, a subsidiary of TOT Plc; Jaya
Soft Vision, a subsidiary of the telecom
solutions firm JRW Utility; and Victory
Motor of Yuthana Phothasuthon.

The 3G application forms will be avail-
e :
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able for interested companies to pick up
until next Thursday and must be sub-
mitted by next Friday.

The NBTC will announce the qualified
bidders on Oct 10,

Disqualified firms can appeal before
the auction takes place.

The NBTC will announce the bid win-
ners on Oct 22.
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Samart to spend
B1bn on digital

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

Samart Corporation announced plans
to spend 1 billion baht on the construc-
tion of network infrastructure for digital
television systems to capitalise on the
upcoming digital broadcasting service.

The move by the country’s leading
communications equipment maker is
aimed at seeking a new lucrative revenue
stream and reducing its
reliance on telecom service
revenue.

President Watchai Vilailuck
said next month Samart will
apply for a licence to provide
rental network service for a
digital TV system with the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) once it issues
the licences.

The investment will go
toward building uplink and
downlink for satellite transmission and
fibre optic network.

“We are in talks with some free TV
channels who want to rent our digital
network,” he said, adding that a con-
clusion is expected soon.

Mr Watchai said free TV operators
will be Samart’s target clients for the
first segment as they saw no need to
build their own network infrastructure
due to its large investment requirement.

But pay-TV operators would be the
company’s customers in the long term.

Mr Watchai said Samart has no plan
to enter into a digital content market,
but the company would take part with
some local content developers to provide
digital content service.

The NBTC'’s broadcasting committee
approved a 2012-16 roadmap for the
broadcasting industry in the digital era.
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Watchai: Will start
with free TV channels

Under the roadmap, the NBTC will
issueinfrastructure licences to companies
in October and grant licences for pro-
viding digital TV service to the general
public in December.

Licences for commercial digital TV
service will be issued next August, while
community service licences are sched-
uled for December 2013.

The NBTC's spectrum draft plan says
the regulator will begin the digital switch-
over within four years, with a
complete switch by 80% of
households in urban areas
expected to take five years.

The switch-over of all
households to digital TV is
expected to take 10 years.

Mr Watchai also said
Samart expects to conclude
a deal to purchase a local
power plant next month. The
strategic move is also aimed
at creating a new fixed rev-
enue stream.

He said Samart hopes to win a contract
of TOT Plc to build the second phase of
the state enterprise’s 3G network expan-
sion, after the company secured the con-
tract to construct a 3G network for the
first phase.

The board of TOT recently approved
asubsidiary of Samart to become a major
mobile virtual network operator for the
state enterprise’s 3G wireless broadband
service.

Under the five-year agreement,
I-Mobile Plus will have the exclusive
right to 40% of the state's 3G network
capacity to be resold to end-users under
TOT’s new 3G business model. The con-
tract will be reviewed every two years.

However, the contract will need new
approval by a new TOT board, as seven
directors resigned from the TOT board
on Monday.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,150

Section: First Section/BUSINESS
Date: Friday 21 September 2012

Volume: 37 No: 53442
Col.Inch: 16 Ad Value: 18,400

Headline: SAMART SEEKS NETWORK LICENCE

Page(s): 4A(Bottom)
PRValue (x3): 55,200

Clip: Black/White

SAMART SEEKS NETWORK LICENCE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION -

Samart Corp will apply for a -
'broadcasting network licence to
-serve terrestrial digital television

‘stations.

Watchai Vilailuck, president of
thetelecom holding company, said
yesterdaythat it plans tospend Bt1
billion on business development.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is expected to grant
licences to broadcasting faeilit
providers, broadcasting networ:
providers and broadeasting serv-
ice providers next month. All
licences can be used to provide
services ranging fromdigital TV to
ga‘.bl‘q and satellite TV.
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Watchai said Samart’s strong
‘point is its experience in the net-
work business. '

The NBTC is drafting many
regulations to move Thailand from
analog to digital TV. !

Watchai also hopes that the
eight vacant seats on TOT’s board
are filled as soon as possible asits
subsidiary Samarti-Mobile (SIM)
Plus might have to delay the
launch ofthird-generationservice
on TOT’s 3G network.

TOT's board last month
approved a bid from SIM Plus to
procure 40 per cent of its 3G net-
work capacity to provide the serv-
ice, but TOT has yet to sign the
deal. Eight TOT directors resigned
last week. They are expected to be
replaced this month. |
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