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Advanced Info Service (AIS) has
said its past ‘concession
amendment issue’ will not affect
talks with TOT for a possible

partnership deal and preparations
to bid for 4G licences, Somchai
Lertsutiwong, its chief executive
officer, said. >>1B

AlS will focus on TOT talks

HOPES CONCESSION AMENDMENT ISSUE WON'T
SOUR PARTNERSHIP OR 4G LICENCE AMBITIONS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED INFO SERVICE (AIS)
had said its past concession amend-
ment issue will not affect its talks
with TOT for a possible partnership
deal and its preparations to bid for

4G licences, said Somchai
Lertsutiwong, its chief executive
officer.

Inarelated matter, the TOT board
last week resolved to ask the state
agency to request that the Office of
Attorney-General help in filing a
lawsuitby September 30 against for-
mer TOT president Sutham Malila
and former vice president Olarn
Pientham. Both of them were alleged
by the National Anti-Corruption
Commission (NACC) last December
tohave been involved in the AIS con-
cession amendments.

Somchai said the TOT should
considerthe concession amendment
problem and the possible partner-
ship as two separate issues.

From a legal perspective, the
NACC case will not affect AIS, he
added.

Somchai said the government
should give AIS an opportunity to
clarify the concession amendment
case. AIS is not the only company for
which the concession was amended,
he said, adding that the concessions
of Total Access Communication and

TrueMove have also been amended
in the past for a variety of reasons.

The Cabinet on Tuesday gave the
Information and Communications
Technology Ministry the green light
tourge TOT to proceed according to
the Supreme Court’s 2010 ruling
finding fugitive former prime min-
ister Thaksin Shinawatra guilty of
abuse of power.

The court cited several pieces of
evidence, including some of'the AIS
concession amendments, in its rul-
ing of Thaksin’s case.

AIS, which holds the TOT con-
cession, was founded by the
Shinawatras. Its concession expires
at the end of this month. On
Wednesday, AIS made a filing to the
Stock Exchange of Thailand in which
itsaid theamendments werein com-
pliance with the law and highlight-
ed the conduct of other operators in
their dealings with state agencies.

Somchai said AIS waslegally pre-
pared to cope with this case but he
believes it will take time before it
reaches its conclusion.

“We're not going to panic about
thesituation and will keep providing
ouremployees with updates,”he said.

The attempt to clear up the AIS
concession-amendment problem
has dragged on for years. After the
court ruled against Thaksin, the
Article 22 panel was setupunder the
Abhisit Vejjajiva administration to
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rectify the concession amendments
and seek compensation from AIS.
But still nothing happened.

Somchai said the committee
founded by the ICT Ministry during
theadministrations of both Surayuth
Chulanont and Abhisit scrutinised
the AIS concessionamendments and
found nothing wrong,.

For the possible partnership with
TOT, Somchai said the AIS made a
proposal to expand the mobile net-
work for the state agency to whole-
sale spectrum bandwidth to ATS and
other interested companies.

AlShasgiven equal importance to
itsexisting mobile phoneservice and
the service to be developed under
TOT partnership, he added.

Somchai declined to comment on
thereport that the state agency would
gain Bt4.5 billion per year from the
partnership over a 10-year period.

TOT and AIS are also in talks on
the plan to establish a 51:49 per cent
joint venture to manage the telecom
towers under the concession. It is
part of a move to settle their owner-
ship dispute over the towers.

Somchai said AIS assigned its
subsidiary Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN) to bid for both the
1800MHz and the 900 MHz
licences.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary gen-
eral ofthe National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission,
said recently that despite the con-
troversy surroundingits AIS conces-
sion amendment, AWN could still
enter the bidding as they are sepa-
rate entities.
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Somchai Lertsutiwong, the CEO of AlS, is confident about the firm’s prospects.
While AlSrivals alreadylaunched  cessfully acquires new spectrum
the 4G service last year, Somchai is bandwidth.
confident ATS would be able to quick-
ly catch up with them when it suc-
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