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BIG SPENDERS

Retailers are offering discounts and other
incentives to draw potential customers using
the 690-baht digital TV coupon. B3

Retailers, set-top box
makers offer incentives

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN
PRANGTHONG JITCHAROENKUL

Electronics retailers have teamed up with
set-top box makers to offer discounts and
other incentives to draw potential custom-
ers using the 690-baht digital TV coupon.

Yesterday was the first day for consum-
ers in 21 provinces including Bangkok to
use their subsidy coupons to buy either
a digital TV set-top box or smart TV with
built-in antenna.

Kudatarn Nakviroj, corporate relations
director of Big C Supercenter Plc, said Big C
had more than 20 digital set-top box models
ranging from basic to advanced, priced
from 690 to 3,000 baht. It has launched a
20-50% discount campaign and zero-inter-

est for 20-month instalment payments to
draw customers.

Big C predicts that 60% of customers
will use the vouchers to buy basic set-top
boxes without paying extra, 20% will buy
expensive models with advanced functions
and the remainder will buy smart TVs with
built-in tuners.

Meanwhile, Tesco Lotus also introduced
acampaign for coupon users to join a lucky
draw to win a Mercedes-Benz.

Fahmai Damrongchaitham, chief oper-
ating officer of Z Trading Co, said it had
teamed up with technology company
Loxley to develop a digital TV set-top box
called “GMM Z Zeason by Loxley’, which
will focus on high-income customers who
prefer advanced features.

A sales staff advises a customer how to use a digital TV coupon to buy a set-top box at an
electronics store. The scheme runs until the end of next May. SEKSAN ROJJANAMETAKUN

News ID: C-141021001081 (21 Oct 14/06:13)
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Z Trading will join other partners to offer
more privileges to its set-top box customers
such as discounts at Hot Potand Daidomon
restaurants and a buy-one-get-one-free
deal for entertainment products at Major
Cineplex Group.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
said customers in general were satisfied
with the coupon redemption but some were
still confused about the process and the
products they could buy. The NBTC has
approved 42 set-top box producers to join
the subsidy coupon scheme.

Kamol Phaisarnsukwanich, an owner
of school uniform shop in Nonthaburi's
Pakkred district, said the 690-baht coupon
is not enough to buy a quality digital TV box
with an antenna.

“I don’t want to pay extra, otherwise it's
better for me to go for a satellite TV box
which offers more channels with better
signals,” he said.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said voucher holders could use them
at outlets of retailers including Family
Mart, Tesco Lotus, The Mall Group, Power
Buy, Amorn Electronics, Siam Macro, Big
C Supercenter, Home Pro, IT City and
7-Eleven stores.

Mr Takorn said 3.8 million coupons had
been distributed, while 900,000 households
had yet to receive them because some
recipients were not at home on the mailing
date as well as overload at many Thailand
Post branches.
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More than 10,000 digital TV

vouchers to be redeemed

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MORE THAN 10,000 digital-TV
vouchers were expected to be
used for a purchase on their first
day of redemption, with a Bt690
set-top box set, including an
antenna and cables, the apparent
favourite choice.

Takorn Tantasit, secretary-
general of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission, said yesterday that
most of the redeemed coupons
were in Greater Bangkok at lead-
ing retail stores registered with
the NBTC.

Some people used the coupon
to get a discount on a high-
quality digital TV set or smart
IDTV (integrated digital
television).

Kudatara Nagaviroj, executive
adviser for corporate affairs for

News ID: C-141021003026 (21 Oct 14/06:01)
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Big C Supercenter, expects that
60 per cent of the shoppers for a
digital TV package at Big C stores
with a voucher would use it for a

.complete digital TV receiver set,

valued at Bt690.

The remaining 20 per cent
would use the vouchers as partial
payment for a high-end digital
TV or IDTV set.

Takorn reminded those who
had not yet used their vouchers
that they would expire in six
months from the date of issue.
The registered redemption
centres include majoy retailers
such as 7-Eleven, Tesco Lotus
and Big C.

The NBTC has sent out 4.6
million of the Bt690 vouchers to
21 provinces through Thailand
Post’s network.

About 3.8 million of the
vouchers have been received by
households, while the rest were
still on their way yesterday.
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