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Prasert puts accusation
down to personal conflict

THE NATION

ONE OF the 45 state officials sus-
pended for alleged corrupt prac-
tices proclaimed hisinnocence yes-
terday.

Prasert Apipunya, formerly a
memberofthe committeeinspect-
ing and evaluating the perform-
ance of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC), held a press con-
ference at the NBTCheadquarters
to attack the commission.

He was removed from his post
last week under the interim char-
ter’s Article 44.

The 45 suspended officials and
local administrators are being
investigated by four agencies: the
National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (NACC), Office of the
Auditor-General and the Public
Sector Anti-Corruption Comimis-
sion.

Prasertsaid hewould clarifyhis
innocence in writing to the audi-
tor-general and the National
Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO).

He was accused by the auditor-
general ofissuing fake documents
to approve annual bonuses fortwo
NBTC staffmembers when he was
deputy secretary-general of the
NBTC in 2010. He said yesterday
the case was still being investigat-
edbythe NBTCandthathe did not
create any fake documents.

“I believe this case stems from
a personal conflict with Takorn
Tantasith, secretary-general ofthe
NBTC, since we competed for the
secretary-general’s post threeyears
ago,” Prasert said.

Takornis nowsecretary-gener-
al of the NBTC, while Prasert was
appointed to a committee tasked
with inspectingand evaluatingthe
NBTC's performance. Prasert was
sacked from the committee by gov-
ernment order on May 15.

He said he does not blame the
government for ordering his
removal, but was concerned that
the NBTC provided wrong infor-
mation about him.

Prasertalsoattacked Takorn for
increasing the scholarship fund,
which Takorn awarded to his own
daughter. This was in 2009, when

Takorn was acting secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC.

His press conference yesterday
was held in the same NBTC room
that Takorn had used earlier. When
the NBTC executive called securi-
ty guardstoask Praserttoleave the
room, the latter refused saying he
wanted to submit his clarifications
to the NBTC chairman.

Later, Trairat Viriyasirikul,
NBTC’s deputy secretary-general,
told the press that it was the OAG
that had submitted the case to the
NCPO.

Meanwhile, Justice Minister
General Paiboon Koomchaya said
any government officials who
believe theirsuspension fromoffice
is unfair could petition directly
with him orthegovernment’s anti-
corruption centre. He said he
would look at all the petitions. “T
fully intend to ensure justice,” he
said.

The government is cracking
down on corruptioninbureaucra-
cyand local administrative organ-
isations. Dozens of senior officials
andlocal administrators have been
transferred after relevant agencies
submitted alistofallegedly corrupt
officials and administrators to
Prime Minister General Prayut
Chan-o-cha.

Paiboon said when any com-
plaint is filed with him or the
National Anti-Corruption Coop-
eration Committee, which he
heads, he asks the agenciesto have
strong evidence.

He admitted there were “some
inaccuracies”in the list of suspect-

News ID: C-150521003045 (21 May 15/05:41)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

ed corrupt officials because they
were investigated by agencies not
related to their affiliated entities.

However, the minister said he
was sure the agencies have good
evidence against the accused offi-
cials, adding that he had instruct-
ed the agencies supplying the list
to not do so out of spite.

The four agencies are carefully
gathering a new list of allegedly
corrupt officials to be submitted to
the prime minister for their sus-
pension, Paiboon said. He will
meetagencyofficials soon tomake
afinal decision, hesaid, addingthat

the meeting has not been sched-
uled.
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NBTC delays fee decision

The board of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) says it will make a decision on
the deadline for the second payment of
the digital TV auction fee tomorrow in
order to consider last-minute sugges-
tions from anti-graft bodies.

The regulator had planned to make
a final decision yesterday on whether
to postpone the digital terrestrial-TV
auction fee payment for one year as
requested by digital TV operators. The
payment was initially due on May 25.

“We want another two days to take
suggestions from several anti-graft
organisations into consideration before
ruling on the request,” NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith said.

The NBTC received the suggestions
late yesterday from the National Anti-
Corruption Commission, the Office of
the Attorney General and the Office of
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the Auditor General, he said.

A source at the NBTC, who asked not
to be named, said the anti-graft bodies
disagreed with the regulator’s idea to
postpone the second auction fee pay-
ment, saying it could hurt the country
and would only be to the benefit of pri-
vate companies.

Bangkok Broadcasting and Televi-
sion, the operator of Channel 7 HD, was
the first digital TV company to pay the
second lot of the auction fee last week,
worth 683 million baht.

Another eight operators, including
BEC World, MCOT, Spring News and
Thairath TV, committed to make the
payments this week.

The NBTC board yesterday gave the
green light to its broadcasting panel to
decide on the dispute between SET-
listed Nation Multimedia Group and
News Network Corporation.
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NBTC to decide tomorrow on
whether to postpone digital
TV licence fee payments

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission will meet tomorrow to make a final decision on
whether to postpone the second instalment of the licence fee
for terrestrial-based digital TV channels.

“The Auditor-General’s Office and the Attorney-General’s
Office have provided us their opinions,” Takorn Tantasith, sec-
retary-general of the NBTC, said yesterday.

The NBTC says it has been waiting for advice from those two
offices and the National Anti-Corruption Commission to make
sure that its ruling will be clean and transparent. The commis-
sion had given yesterday as the deadline for the three organi-
sations’ responses.

Though most stations are calling for a delay, Bangkok
Broadcasting and Television paid Bt683 million to the NBTC
last week for Channel 7 HD.

An NBTC source said BEC-Multimedia, MCOT and
Springnews TV had also expressed interest in paying the sec-
ondinstalmentbythe due date. Since the due date was this com-
ing Sunday, the NBTC yesterday extended it to Monday.

The 24 digital TV stations owe Bt8.2 billion.

Takorn said the final decision would ensure that there was
no impact on those companies paying up first.

“In case the NBTC says ‘yes’to giving all digital TV operators
a chance to postpone their second instalment, each channel
operator must file a letter of intent along with necessary infor-
mation to the broadcasting regulator for the postponement,”he
said. The NBTC will review this matter on a case-by-case basis,
he added.

The NBTC also approved the terms of reference for select-
ing a public relations agency to handle the national campaign
to promote digital TV.

The invitation to bid for the contract is expected to be pub-
lished next week.
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Volume: 40 No: 54414 Page: 1A(Right)
The Nation Col.Inch: 20.15  Ad Value: 41,106 PRValue (x3): 123,318 Clip: Full Color
2:0:;::?:;‘?6200 Headline: NBTC panel to review ruling on News' stake in Nation Group

“We would like to make
NBTC panel to this issue clean and trans-
parent. Therefore, the NBTC
' ' agrees to grant authority to
rewew rUllng On the Broadcasting Committee
. . torestart the process of con-
News Stake In sidering this matter,” Takorn
said.
: The majority of the five-
Natlon GrOUp member Broadcasting
Committee had voted to
THE NATION approve a resolution passed
on March 23 that the rules
THE National Broadcasting governing the NBTC's auc-
and Telecommunications tion of digital-television
Commission yesterday licences should not be
ordered the Broadcasting enforced on News' acquisi-
Committee to review its tion of a 12.27-per-cent stake
decision on News Network in NMG.
Corporation’s controversial Under those rules, a
acquisition of an equity major shareholder is not
interest in Nation allowed to hold more than
Multimedia Group. 10 per cent of other compa-
Takorn Tantasith, secre- nies in the same licence cat-
tary-general of the NBTC, egory.
said all 10 commissioners News is a major share-
agreed with the opinion of holder of Springnews Corp,
their legal committee, which which owns 100 per cent of
had been asked last month digital-channel licence hold-
by Supinya Klangnarong, a er Springnews Television.
member of the Broadcasting NMG's subsidiary Nation
Committee, to look into the Broadcasting Corp owns 100
case. per cent of NBC Next Vision,
The legal committee which holds a digital TV
found that, under Article licence. It also runs Nation
27(17) of the Frequency TV, another digital station.
Allocation Act, the authority
to determine whether merg-
ers or acquisitions could
result in domination of the
broadcasting business to the
detriment of people's free-
dom to access news and
information lay with the
NBTC.
However, the decision on
the purchase of NMG shares
by News Network
Corporation, formerly known
as Solution Corner (1998),
was made by the
Broadcasting Committee on
March 30.
News ID: C-150521003013 (21 May 15/05:28) Page: 1/1
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