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CRITERIA FOR
VOUCHER SCHEME

The board of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday approved the
eligibility criteria for set-top box
companies that want to take part
in the voucher giveaway to help
people buy the boxes so they can
receive digital TV signals.

Participating companies must
have registered capital of at least
Bt5 million and must place a
deposit equivalent to 5 per cent of
Bt690 (the value of each voucher)
times the number of boxes they
intend tosell.

- Meanwhile, NBTC member -
Supinya Klangnarong urged
Bangkok Entertainment Co (BEC),
which operates the analog
Channel 3, to simulcast it on the
company's high-definition digital
channel from September1, so
Channel 3 coutd reach audiences
via the cable and satellite plat-
forms.

If BEC fails to do so, the cable
and satellite operators will not be
able to carry Channel 3 after that
date, as they will berestricted to
digital channels, according to the
NBTC “must carry” rule.
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Voucher programme faces further delay

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The digital TV subsidy voucher programme
is facing further delay as it is now awaiting
final approval from the National Council
for Peace and Order (NCPO).

In the meanwhile, the registration of set-
top box producers has yet to start while the
printing of the vouchers will have to wait
until the scheme gets the green light from
the junta.

Given this lengthy process, digital TV
channel operators, set-top box producers
and consumer protection activists have
agreed to delay coupon distribution for
two weeks to the end of next month, said
Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the

National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC).

The vouchers will be printed by the
Government Lottery Office and distrib-
uted by Thailand Post via the mail service.
Krungthai Bank will be a financial host.

Set-top box makers who want to join
the government-sponsored scheme must
have a minimum of 5 million baht in reg-
istered capital.

The NBTC requires set-top box makers
to reserve 5% of the voucher value and send
it back to its office as a guarantee.

Qualified set-top box makers must not
be on the NBTC's blacklist. They must have
four after-sales service areas in each prov-
ince and a 24-hour call centre.

News ID: C-140821001127 (21 Aug 14/06:02)
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Every set-top box must bear a certified
sticker saying that the box can be used for
the NBTC's subsidy voucher scheme.

Set-top box makers told the NBTC that
they can release new devices priced around
690 baht by the middle of October.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC will open reg-
istration for set-top box makers to join the
coupon programme next week with the
principle of transparency, fairness and
free competition.

The scheme has a budget of 165 mil-
lion baht this year and the coupons will
be distributed to 11.5 million house-
holds in Greater Bangkok and some
major provinces.

While the coupon scheme is waiting for

final approval from the junta, the NBTC was
told to give more details yesterday and it is
likely that the approval will be announced
this week.

Currently, some details of the subsidy
coupon programme have not been agreed
upon by broadcasting operators.

Although the NBTC agreed to set the
coupon value at 690 baht, many set-top
box producers and broadcasters have
demanded it be worth 1,000 baht, saying
that the price was too low to get a qual-
ity box.

Another area is the strict condition of
subsidy coupon use as it is limited to digital
TV set-top boxes. Satellite boxes and cable
TV subscription are not covered.
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NBTC mulls lawsuit against Senate body

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom committee of the National
Telecommunications and Broadcasting
Commission (NBTC) is considering legal
action against a former Senate committee
that accused it of colluding with private
maobile operators in the third-generation
(3G) spectrum auction.

The move comes after the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) on
Tuesday dismissed the case of four NBTC
members accused of colluding with opera-
tors in the 2012 auction.

The NACC concluded it found no
grounds to allegations the accused had set
bidding criteria that would benefit bidders
AIS, DTAC and True Move, reasoning that

20 operators had actually qualified to join
the bidding,.

The four members of the telecom com-
mittee organising the 3G auction were
committee chairman Col Settapong Mal-
isuwan and commissioners Suthiphon
Thaveechaiyagarn, Prasert Silphiphat and
Gen Sukij Khamasunthorn.

The former Senate committee on
good governance had called for a probe
into the 3G bidding process, which saw
all three operators awarded spectra in
an auction criticised as uncompetitive
and underpriced.

The Senate committee believed the 3G
bidding process was designed to encour-
age collusion among the three bidders, as
biddingresults showed the sale fetched just

News ID: C-140821001093 (21 Aug 14/05:54)
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2.8% above the reserve price.

In addition, two other individuals —
Suriyasai Katasila, leader of the Green
Politics group, and former deputy finance
permanent secretary Supa Pivajiti — had
also petitioned the NACC to investigate the
auction process.

Col Settapong said the Senate commit-
tee should take responsibility for its actions,
asthe allegations had harmed the national
telecom regulator’s credibility and image.

They also affected the three mobile
operators’ stock prices and impeded the
industry’s investment environment.

Col Settapong praised the NACC's deci-
sion as being just and fair.

“The overall mobile industry can now
move full steam ahead with no further

doubts or concerns,” he said.

Col Settapong said the decision was also
a good sign for the telecommunications
industry as the NBTC prepared to auction
the 1800- and 900-MHz spectra to provide
4G mobile broadband service next year.

Bidding for the 1800-MHz spectrum
was initially scheduled to take place this
month and for the 900-MHz spectrum
in November.

But the ruling National Council for
Peace and Order last month ordered a
one-year delay.

It said the NBTC needed to amend its
regulations to ensure the auction was
transparent, fair and resulted in relevant
agencies efficiently safeguarding national
security and promoting the common good.
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