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Headline: MEDIA OUTLETS BARRED FROM TODAY'S REHEARSAL

Clip: Black/White

MEDIA OUTLETS BARRED
FROM TODAY'S REHEARSAL

POST REPORTERS

» After three media outlets broke the rules
which prohibited live reporting of the
rehearsal for the royal cremation ceremony
for the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej yes-
terday, they will be barred from reporting
today’s rehearsal, government spokesman
Sansern Kaewkamnerd said yesterday.

The special press cards, issued to mem-
bers of the media going into the areas to
cover the royal event, of journalists from
the media outlets will be temporarily taken
and only returned on Tuesday.

The journalists will be allowed to go to
the media centre at Thammasat Univer-
sity but not the areas where the permitted
media will go in and take a place on the
stands to witness and take photos of the
event, Lt Gen Sansern said.

The joint committee organising the
royal cremation ceremony yesterday sum-
moned an executive of a TV channel, which
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relayed TV Pool’s broadcast signal to its
Facebook account.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission yesterday
issued an urgent letter to licensed TV chan-
nels notifying them of the prohibition of live
reporting of the event, the final rehearsal of
the royal cremation ceremony.

“Television channels are prohibited
from relaying the signal of the test run live
reporting by TV Pool in the rehearsal of the
royal ceremony and broadcasting of the
rehearsal,’ the letter said.

“The recording can be used only after
the ceremony on October 26” the NBTC
letter added.

Yesterday’s rehearsals were for the first
three processions.

Today'srehearsals are for the fourth, fifth
and sixth processions, which are part of the
ceremony where the royal relics of the late
King Bhumibol will be transported to the
Grand Palace on Thursday.
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WINNERS

Digital TV

The men of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
continue to be interesting right up to

the day security escorts them out of the
building. The deal was that since their
term has ended and they are ineligible
for reappointment, secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith and others would make
no serious decisions. That promise ended
when digital TV operators came begging
for taxpayers’ cash, and the PM told them
to see Mr Takomn. TV operators say they
can’t pay the agreed fees and need the
public to pick up the bill so that they

can continue broadcasting. Mr Takorn
said sure, no problem. The exact terms
he gave to the digital TV operators are
still secret, but he seems to think you are
liable for around 16 billion baht.
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