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THE NATION ; Apart from the auction rule fo regulator A:akemlamedthat the mvest-

: : ' e the 24 commercial digital terres: ;n;nt w%g’MGgasseim from ;}tsgub-

MEMBERS of a broadcasting re uLato trial TV channels, Sombat sai ~sidiary Spring News ion, whic

‘panel yesterday found grozgndgg that ary the legal teamwould look int holds alicence to operate terrestrial-

rule against cross-holdingsmayhave details of relevant regulations _baseddigftaanewsstatlon Spnng

been breached by the acquisitionofan under the Broadcasting Actand - -

equity stake in Nation Multimedia Gmup ; the 2010 Act onOrganisationto. -

by Solution Comer (SLC), accordingtn AssignRadio Frequencyandto

oneofthem. Regulate the Broadcastingand: vuolated thecross-holdmglawgovernmg
‘Supinya Klangnarong, a member of : Telecommunications Services. . the news-channel category.

the broadcastingcommitteeofthe SLC chief executive officer Ar ~ According to ﬂ‘tenﬂetaxddcwn bythe

National Broadcasting and - Ratboriham insisted yesterday that NBTC whenit auctioned licences for the

TelecommunicationsCommission would continue to hold the sha 24 commercial digital terrestrial TV~

~(NBTC), said those attending vestadav.’s the deal complied with the channels, each bidder could hold a maxi-

meeting could not agreeonwhether - DEEREN e mum of three different licences, butnot

software provider SLC should bedeemed Arak said he had noplanto more than one licence in the same cate-

ashavingviolatedtherule. : 1.22-per —cent stakein GMM gory, inorder to prevent market domma— '

- “Thebroadcasting comrnrtteemem - tion.

“berswere split, but it was concluded that g " According toan appendleart!tothe

there were convincing grounds Supsnya

rule,a major shareholderis definedasa -

saidina Twitter message. =~ any's long-terminvestment  Person or juristic person who holds more

She said some panel members, how— eXpansmnp[ansthmugh col-  thani0percent of acompany'stotal
ever, notedmatSLChadnﬁtbidfordigi- g  shares. - o
tal-TV licences, while its subsidi AcwrdlngtoappendixPaml anyon '
News Televisionhad. -~ - . withvoting power exceeding 25 per cent
- Thepaneisweﬁymeetmgfanledto : _- of the company’s total shares is defined

reach a conclusiori on theissue, but it - asamajor controller. Under therule,
ordered its legal advisory team to investi . major shareholders and controllers ai
gate this controversial deal furtherto - shareholdmg andwar-  notallowedtohold morethanone
determine whether its acquisition of a id that after discus- - licence in the same category.
12.27-per-cent equity stake inNMG - e  SLC holds a100-per-cent stake
breached the digital-TV auction rule on o Spring News Television, while NMG oper
coss-holdings. . - ates NatlonTVwaltswhol[yownedsub-
' NBTCactmgdeputysecretary-generaI  sidiary NBC Next Vision Co. SLCis the par-
Sombat Leelapata said the panel want- ~ entcompanyof Spring News Television -

ed to make sureit had enoughand cur- -
rentinformation hefore makmg any deci-

S .Co.operatorofdlgttaichannelsmﬂg
NewsTV,

sionon thisissue.
: © “Theresultofttﬁsir}glestt!g%tmﬂ vgélibe _ ;

_KNOWN 355000 ds possibie and wi contmlthemedlapartner _
submitted at the next meetingon - RespDnd:nstothepmbemtothls :
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AIS: Thailand in dire
need of 4G services

Demand booming for
mobile data networks

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thailand has witnessed extraordinary
growth in mobile data communications
thanks to third-generation (3G) cover-
age nationwide.

The auctions of 3G licences two years
ago prompted the three winning bidders
— AIS, DTAC and True Move — to expand
their networks with a combined 33,000 3G
base stations.

Some 73.5 million subscriptions in
Thailand are connected through 3G
mobile technology on the 2100-mega-
hertz spectrum out of a total of 103 mil-
lion mobile subscriptions.

“Thailand is in dire need of 4G wireless

broadband services to catch up with
booming demand for mobile data and
fast-changing consumer lifestyles,” said
Somprasong Boonyachai, vice-chairman
of the AIS board.

The 4G licence auctions could boost
Thailand’s competitive advantage, ben-
efiting information and communications
technology (ICT) businesses and employ-
ment, generating more income taxes and
serving the digital economy policy.

True Corporation chief execu-
tive Suphachai Chearavanont said Thai-
land could be a centre for the Asean Eco-
nomic Community due to its location.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
was initially set to auction the 1800- and
900-MHz spectra to provide 4G services
this past August and November.

But the junta in June ordered a suspen-
sion for another year, saying it needed the
regulator to amend several impractical
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sections of the Frequency Allocation Act
before auctions could take place.

NBTC vice-chairman Settapong Mal-
isuwan said the regulator planned to start
revising the details of 4G auctions next
month and expected them to take place
by July.

Col Settapong said the 3G licence auc-
tion in 2012 was a good example of why the
country must have more wireless broad-
band networks.

With the availability of 3G infrastruc-
ture, Thailand’s ranking for ICT develop-
ment jumped to 81st last year from 91stin
2012 among 166 countries and territories.

Col Settapong said the country’s ICT
ranking could rise again this year as
mobile operators complete their 3G net-
work expansion.

The 3G service on the 2100-MHz
spectrum could also lower mobile tariff
rates and encourage higher speeds of
internet service.
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Plan for next spectrum auction soon

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM committee of the
National Broadcasting
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is expected to conclude the
final plan to auction 900- and
1,800-megahertz spectra next
month, according to committee
chairman Settapong Malisuwan.
He said there were only two
issues left to consider, including the
reserve price. The other is whether
to auction only the bandwidth on
the 1,800MHz spectrum held by
TrueMoveand Digital Phone Coand

900MHz bandwidth held by -

Advanced Info Service (AIS)asorig-
inally planned or also include the
idle 25MHz bandwidth on
1,800MHz of Total Access

and

Communication (DTAC).

The NBTC will not specify the
technology the bid winners will use
to provide services on their spectra.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the commission, said the
NBTC office would propose to the
junta that it cancel its order that
shelved the spectrum auction plan
until July 17 next year.

Yesterday, the three cellular
operators that won NBTC licences
for third-generation service on the
2.1-gigahertzspectrum paid the sec-
ond instalment of the upfront
licence fee, acombined Bt11,134.69
million or 25 per cent of the total.
AlS’s Advanced Wireless Network
(AWN) paid Bt3,656.25 million
(Bt3,912.19 millionincludingvalue-
added tax), while DTAC TriNet and
True Corp’s Real Future paid
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Bt3,375 million (Bt3,611.25 million
including VAT) each.

The three telecoms currently
have 103 million subscribers, of
whom 73.5 million use 3G. There
are more than 33,000 3G base sta-
tions nationwide.

Somprasong Boonyachai, vice
chairman of AIS, said the next spec-
trum auction would benefit the
economy with new employment,
investment and huge cash flows
nationwide.

SuphachaiChearavanont, True’s
chief executive officer, said the new
licences would support the estab-
lishmentofafirminfrastructure for
both mobile and fixed-line broad-
band and would pave the way forthe
country to be aregional centre once
the Asean Economic Community is
implemented.
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