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NBTC: No delay for TV fees

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The board of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
definitely ruled out yesterday any extension
of Monday’s deadline for paying the second
instalment of digital-TV auc- __
tion fees.

The ruling relied on con-
sultations from the two anti-
graft bodies — the Office of
the Attorney General and the
Office of the Auditor General
— which said a delay was not
feasible because it would vio-
late the rules governing the
digital TV licence auctions.

The payment schedule was
clearly spelled outinan NBTC
announcement regarding the
criteriaand terms of the digital TV auction
aswellasan addendum to the licence. They
were considered part of the contracts.

Adelayis possible onlyifthe addendum
is amended in a way that does not cause
damage to the country or favour the private
sector, the NBTC said.

Holders of 24 licences are due to pay 8.3
billion baht total on Monday. The amount
is part ofthe six-year payment plan set forth
in the auction terms.

Last month, the NBTC approved in
principle the postponement of digital TV

”
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Takorn: Delay would
damage country

auction fee payments for 12 months after
digital TV companies made the request.

“A delay would favour private companies
and damage the country,” secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said.

He said those failing to pay their second
instalments would be charged
annual interest of 7.5%.

Banglkok Broadcasting and
Television, the operator of
Channel 7 HD, was the first
digital TV company to pay up
last week, paying 683 million
baht. Workpoint TV then paid
its second instalment even as
other operators continued to
call for an extension.

Now 16 channels have paid
a combined 6.77 billion baht
for their second instalments
including BEC Multimedia, GMM Grammy,
Nation Group, MCOT, Amarin Televi-
sion, PPTV and True Group. That leaves
eight channels to make their payments
by Monday.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC board also
agreed to formulate action plans to
address problems in the digital TV indus-
try including a delay in the distribution of
a 690-baht subsidy voucher and slow net-
work expansion.

The NBTC auctioned 24 digital TV
licences for a combined 50.9 billion baht.
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No delay in licence fee payment: NBTC

SOME DIGITAL TV OPERATORS TO FILE A LAWSUIT AGAINST WATCHDOG FOR DERELICTION OF DUTY

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

ITISNOW final thatall 24 digital ter-
restrial TV operators must pay their
second instalment of the licence fee
before the May 25 due date, the board
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) decided yesterday.

The decision was approved by six
ofthe IONBTC members, whoagreed
with the opinions of the Office of the
Attorney-General and the Office of
Auditor-General.

Disappointed by the decision,
some major operators of terrestrial-
based digital television channels will
jointly file a lawsuit with the Central
Administrative Court against the
broadcasting regulator, alleging dere-
liction of duty during the transition of
the country to digital TV broadecast-
ing.

“We will convene a meeting with
other digital-TV broadcasters, man-
ufacturers of digital-TV receiversand
consumer rights groups as soon as
possible,becausewebelieve the NBTC
has failed to deliver its promise to
make digital TV broadcasting up and
readyboth for TV operatorsand view-

ers,” Adisak Limprungpatanakij, chief

executive officer of Nation
Broadcasting Corporation, said yes-
terday.

Adisak and other executives from
GMM Grammy, Bangkok Media and
Broadcasting also complained that
the digital transition was facing diffi-
culties and was behind its original
schedule.

“What was required to be done by
thewatchdog-asitpromised us—was
quality coverage of the digital TV net-
work, a national publicrelations cam-
paign to promote awareness of this
new service, financial support for TV
audience measurement and a single
standard of channel numbering in all
broadcasting platforms,”said Premon
Pinskul, CEO of GMM Grammy, a
music and entertainment giant that
also holds two digital-TV licences, for
GMM 25 and One HD channel.

Despite being far from satisfied, so
far 16 digital TV broadcasters have
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NMG chief executive officer Duangkamol Chotana, far left, and Adisak
Limprungpatanakij, second left, CEO of Nation Broadcasting Corporation, jointly
hand over a complaint to Takorn Tantansith, centre, secretary-general of NBTC,
seeking remedial measures as NMG’s digital TV business has been affected by
the slow transition to digital from analog broadcasting.

decided to pay their second instal-
ment of the licence fee, totalling
Bt6.647 billion.

Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television, the operator of Channel
7HD, paid Bt683 million; Thai
Broadcast-Workpoint TV operator
Bt333.3 million; Mono Broadcast
Bt322 million forits “Mono 29” chan-
nel; and GMM Grammy Bt326 mil-
lion forits variety standard-definition

“GMM 25” channel and Bt678 million
for “One”, a high-definition variety
channel.

Nation Multimedia Group (NMG)

led by CEO Duangkamol Chotanaalso
paid atotal of Bt506 million asthe sec-
ond instalment for its two licences -
Bt316 million for Now 26, avariety SD
channel, and Bt190 millionfor Nation
TV news SD channel.

MCOT also paid a total of Bt843
million as the second instalment for
its MCOT HD (Bt680 million) and
MCOT Family (Bt163.94 million).
BEC-Multimedia paid a total of
Bt1.1256 billion for 3HD (Bt700 mil-
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lion), 3SD (Bt324.4 million) and 3
Family (Bt101.22 million) while
Amarin Television paid Bt678.38 mil-
lion. True Corporation paid Bt187 mil-
lionfor TNN 24.and Bt329 million for
True4U.

Besides paying the fee, Bangkok
Media and Broadecasting, GMM
Grammy and NMG also sent a com-
plaint to the watchdog seeking reme-
dial measures, after the slow transi-
tion from analog to digital.

In response to this, NBTC secre-
tary-general Takorn Tantasith said he
would ask the military’s ruling
National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) for permission to begin the
second phase ofasubsidy schemewith
an additional 8.7 million digital TV
coupons, on top of the 14.4 million in
the first phase. These coupons can be
redeemed towards the purchase of
digital receivers.
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