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BROADCAST

BOOST SEEN FROM

SWITCH TO

Transformation
could inject Bt40 bn
through supply
chain investments

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THENATION

he coming transformation from ana-
log to digital terrestrial television

broadcasting led by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC) is estimated to boost
the economy by more than Bt40 billion
in the related supply chain, a forum was
told.

To mark the 12th anniversary of
Thailand’s first 24-hour news station,
Nation Broadeasting Corporation’s Nation
Channel yesterday held a business forum
called “Nation Channel: Digital Media
Landscape 2012", where media experts and
professionals gathered. The event aimed to

promote understanding of the coming -

developments in the broadcasting and
telecommunication industries after the
NBTC implements all of its regulations.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman ofthe NBTC’s
broadcasting committee, said the regula-
tions governing licences for digital terres-
trial broadcasting must be completed by this
year. Four types oflicences will be issued, for
providers for infrastructure, networks, con-
tent and application services.

Natee said the watchdog planned to grant
its first licence for infrastructure providers
by August, while operating licences for net-
work and content providers would be auc-
tioned next year.

Prapat Rathlertkarn, deputy secretary-
general of the Thai Electrical, Electronics
and  Telecommunication Industries
Association (TETA), estimated that enter-
ing the digital-TV era would drive the econ-
omyfrom new business, valued at morethan
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Bt40 billion, during this transformation,
estimated to take about five to six years after
the implementation of broadcasting regu-
lations. An infrastructure provider needs to
invest at least Bt10 billion in broadeasting
towers and facilities, replacing existing ana-
log equipment.

Meanwhile producers will also focus on
creating more quality TV programmes to fill
the new digital channels, which will increase
as much astenfold thanks to the advantages
of digital technology. Prapat projected that
this process would create more jobs into the
industry and generate new business, worth
about Bt10 billion.

Prapat added that manufacturers of dig-
ital-compatible TV sets and set-top boxes
would also benefit. It is estimated that this
manufacturing sector will be boosted by
more than Bt20 billion in investment.

However, though itis believed this trans-
formation can open more doors for the
industry, media enterprises are concerned
about some uncertainties.

Ekachai Phakdurong, vice president for
corporate affairs at Thaicom, which is inter-
ested in bidding for licences for infrastruc-
ture development and for operating digital
TV channels, suggested that the NBTC must
ensure abalance between cross-mediaown-
ership and fair competition, because many
major players want to take part in this
process.

Sudharma Yoonaidharma, dean of the
school of law and chairman of the Academy
of Enterprises and Public Policy and
Regulation, said that though the NBTC has
responsibility over broadcasting rules and
regulations, it should stay away from cen-
sorship of content. It should promote self-
regulation among content producers
instead.

To help small and medium-sized media
enterprises survive during the transforma-
tion, Amonphat Chomrat, managing direc-
tor at television production firm Next Step,
suggested that the NBTC conduct specific
rating measurements for quality content
producers.
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NBTC COMMITTED TO SPECTRUM LICENSING IN OCTOBER

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications -
Commission has vowed to stick
to its schedule of licensing the
third-generation 2.1-gigahertz
spectrum in October.

It is also set to appoint a
subecommittee to handle the
expiry of TrueMaove's and Digital
FPhone Ca's concessions, which
end at the same time in
September nextlyear,

Suthiphon Thaveechaiya-
garn, a member of the NBTC,
said yesterday that the watch-
dog intended to implement the
spectrum auction as planned
and on a fair-bidding basis. It
has already done many things
to plug legal loopholes.

He made the remarks on the
topic of 3G technology and
Thailand's opportunity on the
occasion of the 12th anniver-
sary of the country's first 24-
hour news station, Nation
Channel.

NBTC telecom committee
chairman Settapong Malisuwan
sald at the same event that the
3G cellular broadband technol-

ogy would create a wireless
data superhighway to meet the
exponential growth of mobile-

data consumption by Thai

mobile-phone users.

According to the NBTC, it
will auction nine slots of the
2.1GHz spectrum, each con-
taining 5 megahertz bandwidth.
The maximum bandwidth each
of the bidders is allowed to. -
grab is capped at 20MHz.

Currently there are 84 mil-
lion mobile-phone SIM cards
being used in Thailand, which
is expected to reach 100 million
in the next two years. The total
value of the telecom service
industry is about Bt250 billion
a year, of which about 72 per
cent is contributed by the
mobile-phone sector.

Settapong said the NBTC
telecom committee was also

‘set to appoint a subcommittee

to handle the expiry of
TrueMove's and Digital Phone's
concessions. He said it was
legally clear that after their
concessions end, the 1,800MHz
spectrum blocks allocated to
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them by CAT Telecom will be
transferred to the NBTC for
reallocation. )

In a related 3G matter,
Advanced Info Service chief
executive officer Wichian
Mektrakarn said AlS had no
problem about the NBTC
imposing new regulations on
preventing foreign dominance
in the telecom industry. But it is
better not to issue them as it
might lead to legal challenges.

The NBTC s revising the

existing foreign-dominance reg-

ulations and the revised ri;es
are expected to go into effect
next month. On Thursday, Total
Access Communication (DTAC)
voiced concern that the revised
regulations could be exploited
by some parties to sabotage
the NBTC plan to auction the
2.1GHz licences.

Telecom scholar Anupap .

‘Tiralap said the NBTC must

focus on bringing 3G technolo-
gy to benefit people on an
equal basis,
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Headline: Uefa rejects Grammy’s plea

EURO 2012

Uefa rejects Grammy’s plea

POST REPORTERS

The Union of European Football Asso-
ciations has rejected GMM Grammy's
plea for it to allow True Visions and
other satellite TV operators in Thailand
to rebroadcast Euro 2012 matches.
Uefa’s rejection of Grammy's request
kills off the hopes of Thai soccer fans
without Grammy’s set-top boxes or
conventional antennae to watch the
remainder of the tournament which
is halfway through the quarter finals.
A high-ranking source said Uefa’s
rejection has caused a deal between
Grammy and True Visions to collapse.
Grammy and True Visions had pre-
pared an agreement to be signed in
the event Uefa approved the request.
Last week, Prime Minister’s Office

Minister Woravat
Au-apinyakul,

who oversees the
Consumer Pro-
tection Board,
stepped in to
mediate in the
dispute between
the two broad-

N

4 casters and asked

Woravat: Tried to Grammy to write
mediate dispute to Uefa asking the
governing body to

reconsider its request to transmit the
signal broadcast via free TV Channel
3 to viewers on all platforms.

It was the second request to Uefa
after a first one was rejected on the
grounds that it came after Uefa’s dead-
line for approving broadcasting and

rebroadcasting rights. According to the
source, Grammy had raised concerns
that if the matches were rebroadcast
via True Visions' set-top boxes, it might
anger fans who had bought Grammy
set-top boxes to watch the games.
True Visions had assured Grammy
that if the buyers of Grammy set-top
boxes wanted to return the boxes to
them, True Visions would bear the
cost if buyers were True Visions sub-
scribers. This was in addition to another
agreement that True Visions will allow
Grammy’s viewers to watch certain
English Premier League matches to
be broadcast via free TV channels. True
Visions holds the rights to broadcast
all EPL matches in Thailand.
However, this deal was scrapped
following Uefa’s latest rejection.
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Suranand says charter, reconciliation bills can wait

PM Yingluck’s secretary urges political differences be confined to parliament,
and taken off the streets, in the interests of attracting foreign investment

va.a.a. 5 Annling

710 -0743 - 0080
2-2550

Suspected members of a gang involved in police exam cheating are paraded in front of the media in Lampang after their arrest. Over the

years, no government or graftbusting organisation has been able to stem the practice. SOMSAK SUKSAI

nand Vejjajiva made a political

comeback when he was appointed
the prime minister’s secretary. Not only
is he entrusted by Prime Minister Ying-
luck Shinawatra to coordinate work on
economic policy and implementation,
Mr Suranand is also instrumental in
advising the prime minister on political
situations, noted Post Today.

Even though it is well known that
House Speaker and Parliament President
Somsak Kiatsuranont decided last week
to postpone the third reading of the
charter amendment bill aswell as various
versions of national reconciliation bills,
it is believed Prime Minister Yingluck
made the final decision to back off.

F ormer PM’s Office minister Sura-

“The prime minister said if there was
any common ground we could move
ahead. If there were differences, we
should wait for an appropriate time,
wait for a common understanding,” Mr
Suranand said.

“The prime minister said all along
that national reconciliation cannot be
achieved in a single day. It is not true
that when the bill becomes law everyone
immediately reconciles. It must undergo
a process.”

It was reported that early in June, Ms
Yingluck and former prime minister
Somchai Wongsawat, who is head of
the Pheu Thai Party’s strategy committee,
held a meeting to discuss how to resolve
political conflicts.

The meeting concluded that the gov-
ernment must work hard to achieve con-
crete results first. Then it can earn the
people’s trust, and it can push for a
national reconciliation bill. The govern-
ment can wait one or two years if
necessary.

Mr Suranand noted that Ms Yingluck
pointed out all along that though national
reconciliation is a political issue, it is
also based on economic fundamentals.
During the “Tom Yam Kung” financial
meltdown in 1997, there was no political
instability as the country had a very
good constitution enacted that year.

The Thai economy recovered fast
because all international and domestic
investors said Thailand did not have
any political risk and the country’s eco-
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nomic fundamentals were still sound.

“But today it is different. Thailand in
the eyes of international investors faces
a political risk. So it is normal that they
shift their investments elsewhere,” Mr
Suranand said.

He cited the case of Indonesia. Today
Indonesia is stable politically and many
investors are flocking there. The country
has abundant natural resources but
investors were hesitant in the past as
the political situation was unstable.

The same can be said about Thailand.
If the country wants to attract inter-
national investment, political instability
must be minimised.

“The fact that the prime minister asks
to confine political issues to parliament
is not shirking responsibility. Parliament
is the legitimate stage to debate political
issues according to international
convention.

“Whatever political differences should
be thrashed out in parliament, not on
the streets, not talking about coups. It is
fine not to agree with a particular legis-
lative bill but the dissenting voices should
be aired in parliament.

“Ifwe play by the rules, international
investors can accept it. But if there is a
signal of political disturbance, spilling
into the streets, using the media for
bargaining, then investors believe the
country is risky politically and will
withdraw.”

To reduce political risk, Mr Suranand
said the government cannot do the job
alone. Tt needs cooperation from all sides
including the opposition. He called on
the opposition to respect parliament.

If it does not agree on any political
issue, it should propose alternative legis-
lation and have it debated in parliament.
It is not constructive for either side to
obstruct the smooth working of parlia-
ment as it encourages street politics and
political instability.

Mr Suranand said his job as prime
minister’s secretary is mainly to screen
documents first. He needs to make sure
that all the facts are there and sometimes
makes an executive summary with
options to make it easier for the prime
minister to make the right decision.

“Prime Minister Yingluck’s style is

not to work through big committees
with 30-40 members. She prefers to work
with small strategic committees and
when a decision is reached, itis conveyed
to relevant official bodies.”

About the prime minister’s seemingly
weak public interviews, Mr Suranand
said she is not a professional politician.

“Working as adviser in the background
for the past five to six months [before
his appointment], I can say that the
prime minister is strong. She is not a
one-man show.

“She listens to others before making
a decision. Her leadership is as strong
as former prime minister Thaksin who
first came to power with Thai Rak Thai.”

When Prime Minister Yingluck came

to power, several political observers
doubted her ability to work with the
armed forces.

“It might be true that both sides did
not completely trust each other initially.
Now there is no problem as the military
leaders see that the prime minister works
really hard for the country.”

Widespread cheating

The investigation into the cheating
in the non-commissioned police cadet
admission test is continuing.

So far, there have been several arrests
including those of a candidate for prov-
incial administration chief and a police
sub-lieutenant as well as several non-

commissioned police officers, noted a
Thai Rath editorial.

It was reported that some of those
who sat the test paid 300,000-400,000
baht to the gang behind the cheating.
The gang operated in the Central Plains,
the North and the Northeast. It was
especially prevalent in the last two regions
where parents are willing to pay anything
to get their sons admitted to various
non-commissioned police cadet schools.

News of cheating has surfaced from
time to time for the last decade but this
year it was particularly widespread as
the National Police Office was to recruit
10,000 candidates to be trained as non-
commissioned police officers.

Given that 270,000 candidates were
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sitting the exam, competition was fierce.
That made it easy for the gang to convince
parents to pay up to 400,000 baht for a
successful placement.

Imagine that if it costs 400,000 baht
to gain a non-commissioned police offi-
cer training position which carries a salary
of less than 10,000 baht a month, how
much will a lucrative precinct police
officer posting command?

It might be a million or several million
baht. It is obvious that the cheats and
their commanding officers have to recoup
their investments.

Tests for civil servants seeking higher
posts in certain ministries are also
rumoured to be riddled with cheating.
Some lucrative posts can command mil-
lions of baht from those who grant the
privileges — senior bureaucrats or their
political masters.

Throughout the years, no government
or any organisation like the National
Anti-Corruption Commission has been
able to stem this practice.

Ch 3 fined B500,000

The NBTC on Wednesday imposed
the 500,000 baht maximum fine on TV
Channel 3 for broadcasting a skit of a
model using her breasts to paint on a
canvas during Thailand’s Got Talent 2012
show, reported Thai Rath.

Lt Gen Phiraphong Manakit, NBTC
commissioner in charge of the radio
and TV broadcasting content committee,
revealed the committee met to discus
the controversy and decided to fine Bang-
kok Entertainment Ltd, which operates
TV Channel 3 under a concession from
Mcot Plc the maximum 500,000 baht
and warned it not to broadcast nude
content again or else its TV operating
licence will be revoked.

The talent show, however, was allowed
to continue.

Lt Gen Phiraphong said Panya Nirun-
dkul, president and CEO of Workpoint
Entertainment Plc which produces the
show, expressed regret and apologised
to the public on its website.

Even though it was a first offence, the
committee deemed it highly offensive
to public morals.
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