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Thai TV to be blacklisted
if it refuses to pay fees

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAITV Co will be put on a black-
list by the broadcasting regulator
within 30 days if it has not aban-
doned its insistence of refusing to
pay the remaining instalments of
its up-front licence fees and its
annual licence fees.

The blacklisting would be the
immediate result if the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) decides to suspend the
companies two digital-television
licences, for the Thai TV news
channel and the Loca family chan-
nel.

“The NBTC’s broadcasting com-
mittee has agreed to send an offi-
cial written notice to Thai TV about
the suspension of its digital-TV
licences if it fails to pay those fees
within the next 30 days,” Sombat
Leelapata, acting deputy secretary-
general of the NBTC, said yester-
day.

Thai TV Co decided to give up
its digital-TV business last month

News ID: C-150623003061 (23 Jun 15/06:04)

by refusing to pay the second
instalment of the up-front fees,
amounting to Bt288 million forthe
two licences. The company also
failed to pay its annual licence fee,
which is about 2 per cent of total
annual income.

Sombat said that if Thai TV Co
wanted to relinquish its two
licences, the expenses it would face
would be about Bt1.63 billion,
including the remaining five fee
instalments, annual license fees
and a daily fine of Bt60,000.

“Thai TV mustalso inform audi-
ences 30 days in advance before
endingits broadcasting service,”he
said.

If Thai TV wantstoabandonthe
terrestrial-based digital platform
and broadcast its programmes on
satellite channelsinstead, the com-
pany might face a big problem from
being on the NBTC’s blacklist, he
added.

That blacklist would ban the
company from any broadcasting
activities. Therefore, its plan to be
a satellite-TV broadcaster will
come to nothing.
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Headline: Telecom panel to mull new formula for calculating TrueMove, DPCexpenses

Clip: Black/White

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission’s telecom committee
will today consider a new formula
for calculating the operating costs
TrueMove and Digital Phone Co
(DPC) faced during the one-year
period after their concessions
expired in September 2013.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of NBTC, said he would
propose the new model forthe tele-
com committee’s consideration. He
added that the NBTC panel tasked
to examine their costs should ver-
ify only their regulatory expenses,
such as spectrum use and network
operation, not all the costs declared
by the companies.

He declined to say whether the
new formula would result in high-
er or lower cost figures for the two
companies.

If the committee approves his
proposed formula, he will ask the
NBTC panel tasked to calculate the
costs to complete its work within
one month.

Earlier this panel concluded
that TrueMove had to pass Btl.6
billion in revenue to the NBTC in
compliance with the rules govern-
ing its operations after its conces-
sion expired in September 2013.

News ID: C-150623003076 (23 Jun 15/06:02)
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Telecom panel to mull new
formula for calculating
TrueMove, DPC expenses

For DPC, the figure was Bt600 mil-
lion. However, both companies
have insisted that they did not
make any revenue but actually suf-
fered losses during the so-called
one-year remedy period.

After their concessions expired,
the NBTC permitted both opera-
tors to continue migrating cus-
tomers who had failed to move to
other networks for a year. If they
made revenue during this remedy
period, they would have to pass in
on, after deducting expenses, tothe
state.

Currently TrueMove still has
about 700,000 subscribers in the
network, while DPC has around
1,000.

The NBTC was set to reallocate
bandwidth held by the two tele-
coms on the 1,800-megahertz
spectrum via auction after their
concessions ended in September
2013.

Last July, the NBTC had to
extend the remedy period for both
operators for another year after the
military’s ruling National Council
for Peace and Order ordered the
commission to suspend its plan to
auction the 1,800MHz bands for
12 months.

In March the ad hoc National
Digital Economy Committee gave
the nod to NBTC to auction the
1,800MHz spectrum late this year.
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Column: NEWS FEED: FREE CALL MINUTES FOR AIS SUBSCRIBERS

Clip: Full Color

FREE CALL MINUTES
FOR AIS SUBSCRIBERS

The National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) has
ordered Advanced Info Service
(AIS) to give 100 minutes
of free calls to more than
12,000 subscribers who
could either not make calls
or not receive calls between
10am and 1.30pm on Saturday
due to a software update.

The free calls will be made
available during the next bill
cycle.

The NBTC yesterday sum-
moned AlS staff to its offices
to explain the glitch. AIS
explained that the glitch
was the result of a software
update on a certain server
to upgrade the service quality.
The upgrade impacted about
12,000 customers who use
special value-added services.
Of those, 9,208 could not
receive calls but could call out,
while the rest could receive
calls but could not call out.
AlS will send them SMS to
inform them about the free call
minutes.

News ID: C-150623003038 (23 Jun 15/06:02)
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MEDIA

NCPO to ask
reporters not
to upset PM

WASSANA NANUAM

The National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) plans to gather over 200 local and
foreign journalists next week to ask them
not to upset Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha and other cabinet ministers with
provocative questions.

The meeting will be the largest media
summons by the NCPO since the 2014 coup.

The meeting, between journalists, sol-
diers and police, will be held at the national
police headquarters to urge reporters to ask
“constructive questions” and not to “dis-
tort facts” in their reports, Lt Gen Suchart
Pongput, commander of the Army’s Signal
Department, said.

Lt Gen Suchart, also secretary to a com-
mittee tracking media reports about the
NCPO, said Gen Prayut monitors “every
page and every column in every newspaper”.

“There has been no order from any of
my bosses, but it is my duty to build healthy
relationships and mutual understanding
with the media,” he said, adding some past
questions by reporters had caused confron-
tations between the army and the police
or between certain cabinet ministers and
senior officials.

“We just don't want such things to
happen again. We want to meet the media
regularly,” Lt Gen Suchart said. He also said
the NCPO and the media could meet in the
form of sit-down discussions, over food or
play sports.

A short-tempered Gen Prayut is often
made furious by the questions of reporters
at Government House. He has also been
criticised for his conduct towards reporters
after he threw a banana skin at journalists
when they asked him to pose for a photo
at a trade fair.

Lt Gen Suchart said he often calls editors
who run inappropriate photos or stories
to register his complaint directly without
receiving an order from Gen Prayut.

The prime minister has maintained that
TV stations or newspapers that “commit
wrongdoings” must not be shut down,
he said.

However, red-shirt PeaceTV was closed
down though Gen Prayut claimed the move
was carried out by the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commission.
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