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Established 1946
ers and the internet. They are rightly appalled with what lies

Pangkok Post
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Digital laws
need revamp

rime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha was apparently

upset when the press questioned him early this week

about the problematic cyber bills. He should not be.

Instead of being upset with the media which

reflected widespread public concerns, the prime
minister should be asking why more care was not given to the
drafting of laws with gaps and loopholes that would ulti-
mately derail his digital economy policy.

The laws in question are the package of eight digital and
computer-related draft laws which were approved by the cab-
inet last week. They are supposed to help fast-track Thailand
into the digital economy. But they turn out to be dominated
by old-world security concerns that will squeeze rather than
free up cyber freedoms that are necessary for digital innova-
tions and growth.

If passed into laws, they will allow cyber security officials
to have free access to private and corporate information,
both electronic and conventional, without having to get
court orders.

Cyber security officials can also order service providers
and companies to do or stop doing certain things in the name
of “national security” — an extremely ambiguous term which
allows for easy abuse of power. Officials also have the power
to summon anyone for questioning or to demand any docu-
ments in order to protect, once again: “national security”.

Nearly one-third of the population is now using comput-

News ID: C-150124001046 (24 Jan 15/07:10)

ahead. So is the business sector.

Many cyber experts and activists have spoken against the
grave infringements of human rights and privacy from the
new laws. They have also warned the new laws will chase
away foreign investors and international digital companies
the country need to propel its digital economy.

Indeed, who would want to invest in a country where their
information is not safe, and their policy is at the mercy of
cyber security officials.

Also under question is the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission’s ability to prevent political
intervention under the new cyber system.

While the “super board” chaired by the prime minister
may help ensure integrated policies for the digital economy,
other new cyber-related agencies to be set up under the
new laws face questions about public accountability and
redundancy — a case of efficiency being superseded by cyber
officialdom’s efforts to expand its power.

The controversial draft laws are now being vetted by the
Council of State, the government’s legal arm, before being
forwarded to the National Legislative Assembly. Since the
digital economy is one of Gen Prayut’s top priorities, passing
them into law is set to be a swift process. This should not be
the case.

Given the serious threats from the new cyber laws to citi-
zens' rights and business security, there needs to be sufficient
time for thorough public input and hearings.

Following a public outcry, the Electronic Transactions
Development Agency will organise a forum to listen to peo-
ple’s concerns today. This one-shot event is not enough. Nor
piecemeal adjustments here and there.

It is wrong from the start to keep the drafting of such
important laws with vast social, political and economic
repercussions from public view. The process must be
participatory and transparent at all levels. Any committees
under cyber laws must be well represented by the civic and
business sectors.

Thailand needs to join the global digital economy. But
cyber security needs must be balanced with the rights of
citizens and businesses.

If the government wants to realise its digital economy
goals, these cyber laws must be amended.
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Satellite TV operators take
on digital rivals over boxes

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Satellite TV network providers have teamed
up for the first time to regain their share of
the set-top box market from digital TV after
facing a decline last year.

“Satellite TV network providers suffered
a sales drop of 20-40% last year, a situation
we never experienced before,” said Manop
Tokarnka, president of the Satellite TV Net-
worlk Providers Club.

The decline was caused mainly by the
economic downturn, rise of digital TV and
implementation of the digital TV coupon
scheme. However, sales began improving
late last year.

To stimulate the market, satellite and
cable TV operators PSI Holdings, IPM,
Charcen Cable 888 and Big 4 Group will
jointly organise the Satellite Expo at Impact
Muang Thong Thaninext Friday and Satur-
day at a cost of 30 million baht.

Promotional deals will allow people who
have digital TV set-top boxes to exchange
them for satellite TV boxes without any
charge or a limit on exchanged boxes.

“It's clearly kmown by consumers that a
satellite TV box is better than a digital TV
one thanks to its more advanced technol-
ogy and a variety of content with more than
200 channels,” Mr Manop said.

Moreover, the low rate of subsidy coupon

News ID: C-150124001061 (24 Jan 15/06:46)
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redemption for digital TV set-top boxes also
suggests many people are still using satel-
lite TV boxes.

They see no need to change their signal
receivers, as they can watch digital TV via
their satellite boxes.

So far, satellite boxes remain the main
platform in the Thai broadecasting industry
as elsewhere around the globe.

Mr Manop said the negative impact of
digital TV was that it had harmed growth
of TrueVisions, CTH and other cable
TV operators.

“We hope the situation willimprove and
return to normal this year,” he said.

Mr Manop's club was established with
the aim of strengthening the overall satellite
TV market and supporting member opera-
tors to voice their opposition to any unfair
policies by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

“We feel the NBTC’s rules and regula-
tions favour digital TV, which is not a good
practice for the regulator,” he said.

Satellite TV operators are also deter-
mined to make high-definition set-top
boxes more popular in order to create a
new viewing experience for consumers.

PSI Holdings chief executive Somporn
Teerarochanapong said the satellite TV
market was very fragmented due to a vari-
ety of customer demand.
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Media, law academics, activists raise
guestions about digital economy bills

PRIVACY PROTECTION, INDUSTRY READINESS, PEOPLE SKILLS AMONG DOUBTS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MEDIA AND law academics and
social activists are questioning the
new proposed bills and structure
under the junta’s digital economy
policy, which mightaffect protection
of privacy while the readiness of
related industries, infrastructure
and people skills are still being ques-
tioned, a forum heard yesterday.
“Currently, Thais are very active
and spending more time online to
express their ideas. If the new bills
are enacted, peoples’ privacy and
freedom would potentially be affect-
ed,” Kanathip Thongraweewong,
dean of law faculty at Saint John’s
University, said yesterday.
Heshared his view with the audi-
ence at a seminar on the media,
information and communication
technology laws being overseen by

the National Legislative Assembly.
The seminar was conducted by the
Graduate School of Communication
Arts and Management Innovation
and the National Institute of
Development Administration.

Kanathip said that of the 10 bills
to promote the digital economy, he
was concerned about the new com-
puter crime, personal data protec-
tion, and cyber-security bills.

Heexplained that the cyber-secu-
rity bill would allow authorities to set
up committees that would be able to
access the personal data of people
across all forms and formats with-
out court orders, which would affect
Internet freedom.

He pointed out that those bills
appeared to be a set of national-
security laws, rather than promotion
of the digital economy policy.

Apanelist, Jon Ungpakorn whois
a social activist, said he was con-

News ID: C-150124003007 (24 Jan 15/07:26)
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cerned about the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and its funds. He believed
the bill on assigning radio frequen-
cies and regulation of broadcasting
and telecommunications service
would be affected as well asthe inde-

pendence of the NBTC.

NBTC

“Under the new bills, the NBTC
would no longer be independent as
it would be under the government
authority while the assignment of
radio frequencies appeared to give
first priority to government bodies
for public service, not to public
organisations,” Jon added.

Jon added that it would be sad if
the NBTC’s fund meant for research
and development for the public, dis-
abled and disadvantaged people,
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benefits for the elderly and media
development for public and com-
munity service was used to fund the
government.

Importantly, the drafting process
lacks public participation or consulta-
tion with the public, Jon pointed out.

Apart from those concerns,
Kasititorn Pooparadai, senior divi-
sion director of policy research divi-
sion of the National Science and
Technology Development Agency,
said that the National Digital
Commission for the Economy and
Society needed to engage with vari-
ous sectors.

“Under those new laws, at least
five bodies have to get involved with
theinformation and communication
technology [ICT] industries. I
believe that thisis quite hard tohan-
dle with a handful of government
bodies,” Kasititorn added.

She said the ICT industry need-
ed experts to deal with this fast-
changing industry.

“How will the government attract
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high-technology skilled personnel
to work with government organisa-
tions to drive the digital economy?”
she asked.

In addition to this point,
Alongkorn Parivudhipongs, lectur-
er of Faculty of the Communication
Arts at Chulalongkorn University,
said the new policy seemed to cen-
tralise the ICT, broadcasting and
telecom industries through the gov-
ernment's cyber-security law.

He also questioned the readiness
of basic infrastructure, software
developmentand skills, research and
development in the Kingdom.

On this point, Thakorn Tantasit,
secretary-general of the NBTC, said
thatonly 28 per cent of the total pop-
ulation now had access to high-
speed Internet while the majority
had no knowledge about the digital
economy.

“The network infrastructure
should be in place in both wire and
wireless service to get access to key
information, he added.
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