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Headline: NBTC committee approves spectrum ceiling for 4G auction

NBTC committee approves spectrum ceiling for 4G auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The national telecom regulator has agreed
to impose a spectrum cap as a condition
for fourth-generation (4G) frequencies to
be auctioned this year.

The telecom committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) approved the cap
yesterday, calling for each operator to

have maximum spectrum of 60 megahertz
including for the 4G spectrum auctions.

“We will add the spectrum cap details to
our draft auction designs for 4G, scheduled
to take place in November and December,’
said Col Settapong Malisuwan, chairman of
the telecom committee.

The committee will raise the spectrum
cap details at the NBTC's board meeting for
endorsement next week.

Then the NBTC will hold a public hear-
ing on the details of the 4G auction design
including the spectrum cap details on
July 18.

The NBTC initially plans to allocate four
licences for the 4G spectrum auctions, with
two comprising 12.5 MHz of bandwidth
each on the 1800-MHz spectrum, and two
of 10 MHz each on the 900-MHz spectrum.

The auction for the 1800-MHz spectrum

will take place on Nov 11, while the 900-
MHz auction will be held on Dec 15.

Col Settapong said the spectrum cap was
aimed at promoting a level playing field
among operators and preventing exces-
sive bandwidth holding in a particular
frequency range.

The cap would apply only to telecom
frequencies including those either under
concessions or the licence system. It covers
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frequencies ranging from 470-2600 MHz,
he said.

Col Settapong said a single telecom
operator with more than 60 MHz of band-
width could still participate in the 4G auc-
tions, but a winning bidder must return any
excess amount of bandwidth if its overall
spectrum exceeds 60 MHz.

Second-ranked mobile operator Total
Access Communication Plc(DTAC) has the

most bandwidth with 75 MHz, followed by
leader Advanced Info Service Plc with 32.5
and True Move with 30 MHz.

IfDTACwon 12.5 MHz in the 1800-MHz
spectrum auction, its total bandwidth
would increase to 87.5 MHz. The company
must return at least 12.5 MHz to the NBTC
initially, then return the excess 15 MHz of
old bandwidth to keep its overall spectrum
at 60 MHgz, Col Settapong said.
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Panel to call for
60-MHz cap on
telecom bands

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM Committee will next
month propose tothe National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) a 60-megahertz cap on the band-
width each telecom operator can hold.

Thecap, whichis partofthe NBTC’s plan
to auction 1800MHz and 900MHz spec-
trumlicencesthisyear, coversspectraunder
both NBTC licences and state concessions,
said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC.

Total Access Communication (DTAC)
controls the most bandwidth at 75MHz, of
which 15MHzison 2.1GHzunderan NBTC
licence, 50MHz on 1800MHz and 10MHz
on 800MHz on a CAT Telecom concession.
Its concession is due to expire in 2018.

Advanced Info Service holds 32.5MHz,
of which 15MHz is on 2.1GHz under an
NBTC licence and 17.5MHz is on 900MHz
under a TOT concession.

Its 900MHz concession will expire this
September.

TrueCorpholds15MHzon 2.1GHzunder
an NBTC licence.

Those owning 60MHz of bandwidth will
be allowed to bid for new spectrum licences,
but if they win, they would have to transfer
existing bandwidth equal to what they
clinched.

Ifthe existing bandwidth was granted
by the NBTC, then they will transfer the
spectra to the NBTC. If the bandwidth
was allotted under a concession, they will
transfer the existing bandwidth to the
state enterprises.

Four licences — two for 12.5MHz band-
width on the 1,800M Hz spectrum and two
for 10MHz bandwidth on the 900MHz
spectrum — will be up for grabs.

The two 12.5MHz bands on the
1800MHz frequency had been held by
TrueMove and Digital Phone Co.

The NBTC will hold the 1,800MHz auc-
tion in November and take bids for the two
900MHz licences in December.
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Good reception for
frequency master plan

Efficiency in use and
allocation the goal

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

National policymakers have thrown their
full support behind the Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) Min-
istry’s proposal to draft a master plan for
telecommunications and broadcasting
frequency management.

Having a strategic master plan for fre-
quencies will maximise their efficient use
and enable the design of short- and long-
term frequency allocations, said Sittichai
Pokaiya-udom, a member of the ad hoc
national digital economy committee.

He stressed the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) should play a key role in designing
the details of the master plan governing
the country’s spectrum management.

Other organisations can support
related functions, Mr Sittichai said.

The ICT Ministry plans to submit the
proposal next Monday to the national
broadband committee, chaired by Deputy
Prime Minister MR Pridiyathorn Devakula.

“I will be the one pushing the pro-
posal once it is raised on Monday,” Mr
Sittichai said.

ICT Minister Pornchai Rujiprapa said
if the proposal received a green light
from the committee, he would submit it
to Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha for
endorsement within two months.

Under the initial master plan concept,
the NBTC would take charge of drafting
the details for frequency management and
allocation, Mr Pornchai said.

The ICT Ministry would serve as a
supervisor to TOT Plc and CAT Telecom,
requiring the two state telecoms to return
their frequencies after concession expiry
to the NBTC for reallocation.

Mr Pornchai said the master plan
would focus on reforming the country’s
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telecommunications infrastructure back-
bone and management of spectra ranging
from 470-2600 megahertz.

NBTC chairman Thares Punsri also
agreed Thailand needed a strategic master
plan for spectrum management to handle
national resources more efficiently.

“Thailand could lose an important
opportunity if it does not reclaim unused
spectra from state enterprises and real-
locate or refarm the 2G frequency bands,”
he said.

ACM Thares said reallocating spectra
benefited not only the telecom industry
but also broadcasting frequencies and
IT-based systems using spectrum such
as machine-to-machine communications.

TOT and CAT claim they have the right
to hold the frequencies after their con-
cessions expire — the former has 64 MHz
unused on the 2300-MHz spectrum but
wants to keep these bands to provide tel-
ecom service and create its own revenue.

Mr Pornchai wants a clearer picture of
spectrum reform before the 4G auctions.
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POLITICS

Cops vow to prevent
‘revolution’ dissent

ACHARA ASHAYAGACHAT

Police will not allow students or activists
to stage political activities to mark the 83rd
anniversary of the 1932 Siam Revolution
today, national police chief Somyot Poom-
punmuang said yesterday.

“Police will take decisive action against
anyone who flouts the NCPO'’s order,” he
said, referring to a National Council for
Peace and Order ban on political gather-
ings of more than five people.

He was responding to reports that sev-
eral student groups and activists plan to
stage symbolic gestures today.

Eight university students charged with
breaking the NCPO order by staging an
anti-coup gathering outside the Bangkok
Art and Cultural Centre on May 22 are
reportedly planning to gather and report
to Pathumwan police station.

The move is being considered by
observers as a symbolic protest to defy the
NCPO order.

Meanwhile, seven university students in
Khon Kaen, known as the Dao Din group,
are also expected to report to police today
after failing to make a scheduled appear-
ance on June 19.

They were arrested on May 22, the first
anniversary of the military coup, during a
protest at the Democracy Monument in
Khon Kaen.

Police want them to report tomorrow
instead to avoid any symbolic gestures.

Meanwhile, the Cross-Cultural Founda-
tion has urged police against seeking arrest
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warrants against the Dao Din students for
failing to report on Friday.

They also called for an end to civilian
trials in military courts, echoing calls made
recently at a UN Human Rights Council
meeting in Geneva.

Viboon Boonpattaraksa, 59, father of
Dao Din leader Jatupat, defended the stu-
dents’ actions.

“Previously, they had been able to dis-
cuss the problems in local communities,
then one day after the coup took place their
mouths were shut, hence their reaction,” he
said about the students’ behaviour.

“I'm a lawyer myself and have been
observing their activities all along. I don't
think they have done anything really wrong.
It depends on how you would judge them,”
said Mr Viboon from Chaiyaphum province.

He said the Dao Din students had no
colour-coded leanings.

“They acted as their conscience dic-
tated,” said the father, adding that all he
can do is lend moral support to his son.

Meanwhile, Lt Gen Suchart Pongput,
commander of the Army’s Signal Depart-
ment, said yesterday that authorities plan
to invite onlylocal journalists to a gathering
nextweek to discuss their style of reporting,
not foreign media as earlier reports stated.

We will urge them to ask government
people “constructive questions” and not
distort facts in their reports, he said.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunication Commission will issue
the invitation to the journalists, Lt Gen
Suchart added.
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