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THE NATION

NATION Multimedia Group yester-
day submitted a petition to the
National Reform Council (NRC) and
the National Legislative Assembly
(NLA)tourge them to probe a March
30 ruling of the national broadcast-
ing regulator, on whether it was
unlawful and contradictory to the
principle of media reform.

NMG executives say they are con-
cerned that the ruling of the broad-
casting committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission might pave the way
for easier domination of the media by
groups of investors.

The executives who submitted the
petition yesterday were NMG group
editor-in-chief Thepchai Yong,
National Broadcasting Corporation
(NBC) chief executive officer Adisak
Limprungpatanakij and NMG CEO
Duangkamol Chotana. They were
supported by representatives of the
NMG labourunion and savings coop-
erative. The five-memberbroadcast-
ing committee on March 30 approved
a resolution made on March 23 on
whether the acquisition of a 12.27-
per-cent stake in NMG by News
Network Corporation (NEWS), for-
merly known as Solution Corner
(1998), violated the committee'srules
governing the auction of digital-TV
licences.

On March 23, the committee met
to consider the case. Two members,
Supinya Klangnarong and
Thawatchai Jittrapanun, voted that
the digital TV auction rules against
hegemony should remain valid. Two
other members, Natee Sukonrat and
Pol Colonel Taweesak Ngamsanga,
declined to vote on the grounds that
the auction rules should not be
enforced after the fact. Lt-General
Peerapong Manakit voted against

Nation Multimedia Group yesterday submitted a
petition to the National Reform Council and the
National Legislative Assembly to urge them to probe
a March 30 ruling of the national broadcasting
regulator, on whether it was unlawful and

contradictory to the principle of media reform. >> 2B

NMG executives led by NMG CEO Duangkamol Chotana, second left, NMG group
editor-in-chief Thepchai Yong, third left, and NBC CEO Adisak Limprungpatanakij,
fourth left, yesterday submit a petition to the NRC and NLA to urge them to probe
a March 30 ruling of the national broadcasting regulator, on whether it was
unlawful and contradictory to the principle of media reform.

applying the rules against NEWS.

However, on March 30 when the
committee voted on the March 23 res-
olution, Natee, Taweesak and
Peerapong voted that the auction
rules should not be enforced, while
Supinyaand Thawatchai maintained
their previous positions on the issue.
This indicated that, in the majority
view of the committee, the SLC share
acquisition of NMG was not against
the auction rules.

Licensing rules

Under the rules governing the
awarding of digital TV licences, a
major shareholder was not allowed to
hold more than 10 per cent of other
companies in the same licence cate-
gory. SLC is a major shareholder of

News ID: C-150424003036 (24 Apr 15/06:31)
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Springnews Corporation, which owns
100 per cent of digital-channel
licence holder Springnews Television.
NMG’s subsidiary NBC owns 100 per
cent of NBC Next Vision, which also
holds a digital TV licence. It also runs
Nation TV, another digital station.

NMG executives are concerned
that the committee ruling on March
30 contradicts the spirit of media
reform, which is aimed to prevent the
ownership of media being concen-
trated in a particular group of
investors.

They also urged the NRC and
NLA to expedite a probe into this
ruling. If they do not, they argued,
the decision of the broadcasting
committee might send a signal to
other investors that they could eas-
ily dominate the media.
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