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4G phones to take market
by storm in two years

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Fourth-generation wireless broadband ser-
vice is expected to become a mass-market
phenomenon two years after the 4G spec-
trum auctions take place this year.

With greater availability of affordable
4G devices and abundant 4G spectrum
resources, mobile operators can build
strong momentum in the market, said Wor-
agarn Likhitdechasakdi, deputy director of
network solutions at Huawei Technology
(Thailand).

“Mobile operators can expect to earn
more revenue from data services amid
fierce price competition,” he said.

Video streaming over the 4G network
is expected to be the basic service that
will drive average revenue per user for
mobile operators.

The advent of 4G service has increased
the minimum data download speed offered
to 100 Mbps from 384 Kbps for 3G service.

Mobile operators have chosen the
long-term evolution (LTE) technology
standard for the development of the 4G
network infrastructure.

According to international reports, 4G
service has stimulated customers to use
10% more data, Mr Woragarn said.

In addition, 30% of subscribers have
signed up for 4G service, generating up to
70% of operators’ total revenue.

In line with global markets, Mr Wora-
garn said he believed video streaming in
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Thailand would double after operators
launched their 4G commercial services.

There are 7 billion mobile subscribers
globally, with 1 billion using 4G on LTE net-
worlks operated by 400 operators.

The number of 4G users is expected to
reach 3 billion by 2020,

Mr Woragarn said the driving force for
the development of the 4G market was the
greater availability of affordable smart-
phones, now priced below US$50 in the
global market including Thailand.

The number of 4G phones in Thailand is
expected to explode next year, with 80% of
new handset models 4G-enabled.

More frequency bands have also been
developed to serve 4G LTE technology, with
spectraranging from 450-2600 megahertz.

Mr Woragarn said 4G technology would
further converge the physical and digi-
tal worlds.

“We'll see greater connectivity between
people and home appliances, vehicles and
avariety of machines onthe 4G technology
platform,” he said.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission plans to
auction 50 MHz of bandwidth on the 1800-
and 900-MHz spectra on Nov 11.

Mr Woragarn said China was the major
marketaccelerating the global transition to
4G LTE technology.

That country has 450 million 4G sub-
scribers connected to 2 million LTE 4G
base stations.
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Revision of broadcast-telecom regulator bill urged

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MEDIA SCHOLARS, consumer-rights groups
and broadcasting associations yesterday jointly
called for a revision of the new draft bill gov-
erning the national broadcasting and telecom-
munications agency, in order to maintain the
independenceofthe broadcasting regulatorand
press freedom - and to support the industry’s
growth.

“The new draft broadcasting bill will be an
obstacle to media development in the country
anddragthe growingbroadcastingindustryand
media sector back to the age of bureaucratic
regimes,”said Jamnan Siritan Nunbhakdji, pres-
ident of the Radio-Television Broadcasting
Profession Federation.

She made theremarkataseminaron “unfold-
ingthe newbroadcastingbill: Isittherightdirec-
tionfor mediareform?” co-organised by the fed-
eration and the Professionals of Broadcasting
Council Thailand.

The main concerns expressed by mediaschol-
ars, rights groups and associations overthe draft
bill include the selection process for the seven
commissioners of a new broadcasting and

telecommunications regulator, the new roles
and independence of the regulatory body, and
assessment of the regulator.

Another issue is the funding for media
research and development in the broadcasting
industry.

Chvarong Limpattamapanee, adviser to the
Thai Journalists Association, said the planned
reductioninthe number of commissionersfrom
11 at the current National Broadecasting and
Telecommunications Commission to just seven
would be a barrier to media specialists becom-
ing members, because of newly amended qual-
ifications under the bill.

News ID: C-150725003040 (25 Jul 15/07:32)

Forexample,in Section 4 of the draftbill gov-
erning the membership qualifications for the
regulatorybody, a commissioner shallbe of Thai
nationality and aged between 45 and 65.

Eligible candidates shall be at least a direc-
tor-general, for those who work as a civil ser-
vant; an associate professor orabove withamin-
imum five years’ experience, for academics; and
an executive vice president or above with amin-
imum three years’ experience in at least a Btl-
billion bourse-listed company, for businesspeo-
ple.

Police lieutenant-generals and military offi-
cers servingasalieutenant-general, air marshal
or vice admiral, or above, shall also be eligible,
as well as representatives from consumer-pro-
tection groups with aminimum of 10 years’ expe-
rience.

“Therefore, we will soon submit a petition to
theCabinetforthebill'srevision,”Chvarongsaid.

She also questioned the qualifications of the
proposed selection committee for the regulato-
ry body, which under the draft bill would con-
sist of six members from the Courts of Justice
and the governor of the Bank of Thailand.

“In dealing with this fast-changing industry,
the members of the selection committee for the
media regulator must understand the industry
and have strong backgrounds from both the
broadcasting and telecommunications sectors,”
PanaThongmeearkom, member ofthe National
Reform Council (NRC), told the seminar.

Given the bureaucratic approach in the draft
bill, NRCmember Saree Ongsomwang, whoalso
is secretary-general of the Federation for
Consumers, said press freedom and consumer
rights would definitely be adversely affected by
the new circumstances, which neither created a
level playing field for business operators nor
ensured consumer rights.
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Your TV window on the world

TRUE DIGITALHD 2 IS A SET
OF RECEIVERS FOR BOTH
TERRESTRIAL AND SATELLITE
CHANNELS AND THE PICTURES
ARE GREAT - IN HI-DEF,

EVEN STUNNING

PAISAL CHUENPRASAENG
THE NATION

WELL WORTH the money and a
breeze to set up, the True Digital
HD 2 combination TV reception
package - an HD satellite receiver
and a terrestrial digital TV receiver
- produces top-quality results.

You buy the hardware in box
form for Bt1,690 - reduced to
Bt1,000 assuming you got the
Bt690 digital TV coupon from the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.
It's money well spent, especially if
you already use True Move H, the
Sim card from which can be used
to register the box’s smartcard
number to get two more bonuses.

Tirst, you can watch nine True
Visions channels for free for six
months, a Bt1,620 value according
to the cable provider. The channels
are True Sport HD2, True Sport 2,
True Sport 7, True Asian HD, True
Spark, True Explore 2, True Film
HD, True Film Asia and True
Asian Series.

Second is three more True
Visions channels free of charge for

o e mmree | S RPN

12 months - True Thai Film, True
X-Zyte and True Movie Hits. That
deal’s combined value is Bt3,600.
If you don't have a True Move H
Sim card and can’t register, the box
will pull in 100 free satellite chan-
nels once connected to a KU Band
satellite dish, and 188 if connected
to a C Band dish. Of the free chan-
nels, 16 are in high definition - five
on the KU Band and 11 on C Band.
The terrestrial digital TV (DVB-
T2) tuner will bring in 36 free-to-
air channels, eight of them HD.
The True Digital HD 2 box, a
compact 22x16.6x4.3cm, is really
easy to set up thanks to its plug-
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and-play approach. I simply con-
nected my KU Band disc satellite
cable and rooftop antenna cable to
the back of the box and plugged
the box’s power cable to the socket.
There’s a prompt to choose the
Thai or English menu. Then the
box scans both the satellite and
terrestrial tuners, which takes
about 10 minutes. After that,
you're ready for watch either
satellite or terrestrial digital TV.
The feed was beautiful on my
51-inch plasma TV, especially on
the HD terrestrial digital channels.
I was impressed in the sharpness
and definition of ThaiRath TV and
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Channel 3 in particular.

Switching channels on terrestri-
al TV took a few seconds, but that’s
normal when the tuner is moving
from one MUX to another. 4

The box’s remote control has an ‘
SAT/T2 button for switching
between terrestrial and satellite g
broadcasts. The latter looks just as
gorgeous via True Digital HD 2, in C Band Ku Band
particular the feeds from KBS b s
World, TNN 24 HD and True
Music. I totally enjoyed the look of
the news on TNN24 and the music
videos on True Music.

There’s a USB 2.0 port at the
back of the box for connecting a

flash drive or portable hard drive
so you can record TV programmes.
The menu makes it simple to
record and watch.

If you want to use True Digital
HD 2 to view more channels
from True Visions, you can also
download an app to conveniently
purchase packages.

K EY m Channel edit: Support

m Parental control: Support

S P ECS M Receiver type: MPEG 4,
MPEG 2

m Ports: HDMI, USB 2.0, AV
m Video Mode: HD (high defini-

W Receiver manufacturer: tion), SD (standard definition)
Skyworth M Resolution: 1080i

m Receiver model: (1920x1080)

HD-SK1000S/T m Aspect ratios: 16:9 and 4:3
m System: DSTV, DVB-T2 m Sound format:; Stereo

W Operating system: Ecos m EPG: Seven-day/24-hour

m 0SD languages: Thaiand EPG

English m Dimensions: 22x16.6x4.3cm

m SWupgrade: OTA
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