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Digital TV to use Europe’s DVB-T2 standard

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thailand will adopt the European digital
video broadcasting terrestrial 2 (DVB-
T2) standard for commercial digital TV
service, says the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission.
The change to digital TV will affectall
20 million households in Thailand.
DVB-T2, the extension of the television
standard DVB-T, is used in 38 countries
worldwide. The Asean-guaranteed tech-
nology enables high-definition broad-
casting and supports a variety of services.
The cabinet on May 20 approved DVB-
T2 as the digital broadcasting standard
in compliance with the NBTC's proposal.
“The adoption of the technology
standard is a crucial step towards the
digital transition,” said Col Natee Sukon-
rat, chairman of the NBTC's broadcasting
committee.
He said the technology standard was
chosen because it could accommodate
future technology development. It could
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also maximise the use of spectrum to
yield a greater number of TV channels.

The NBTC expects set-top boxes for
digital TV to range in price from US$30-
35 per unit, said Col Natee.

The NBTC yesterday held its Go Digital
Thailand event to educate the public
about the digital technology standard.

The broadcasting master plan took
effect on April 4. Under the 2012-16
roadmap, the local broadcasting industry
is set to be fully digital.

Niwatthamrong Bunsongphaisan, a
Prime Minister’s Office minister, said
the government fully supports the NBTC
broadcasting policy and the use of DVB-
T2, as the existing six free TV channels
may not be adequate in the digital era.

The NBTC’s spectrum draft plan says
the digital switch-over will begin within
four years and completely change 80%
of households in major cities to the digital
system within five years.

The switch-over of all households to
digital TV is expected to take 10 years.
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NBTC TO MEET GOVT ON SET-TOP BOX PLANS

USANEE MONGKDLPORN
THE NATION _ :

The government and the Naﬁinnal
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-

tions Commission (NBTC) wdl dis-

-cuss plans to procure set-top hoxes:

for people in their joint moyve to
switch Thailand from analog to a
terrestrial digital TV broade tlng
system.

PM’s Office Minister Nijvat-
thamrong Boonsongpaisal made
the remark yesterday when the gov-
ernment and the NBTC jolintly
announced that Thailand  had
adopted the European DVB-T2
standard for broadcasting terres-
trial digital TV service. !

The National Economic|and
Social Development Board had rec-
ommended that the NBTC to use
the commission’s research-and-
development fund to promote
Tlocally made set-top boxes.

NBTC broadcasting committee
chairman Natee Sukonrat said the
commission planned to use such a
fund but would have to discuss in
more detail with the government
on how much to subsidise the set-
top boxes and for which viewer
Eroups.

“We still have time to think on
this,” Natee added.

SWITCH

The NBTC will start switching
Thailand from analog to the ter-
restrial digital TV system from this
year when it is expected to grant
digital TV licences, spec1ﬁca.l%y for
public service.

It will auction the new commer-
cial digital TV licences next year.
The gradual analog system switch
will be complete in 2015.

Natee said the DVB-T2 system
was appropriate because it is very
advanced and ensures efficient
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gpectrum use, which enables the
creation of at least 50 digital TV
channels. The digital TV will be run
on Ultra-High Frequency (UHF).

Vietnam adopted the DVB-T2
standard last year, while Malaysia,
Brunei and Indonesia are expected
to launch digital TV on the same
system this year. The average cost
of a DVB-T2 set-top box is US$25
(Bt80O0).

Natee said the NBTC would also
draw up the regulations for the ter-
restrial digital TV standard and put
it for public hearing.

The NBTC intends to make
available the first three of its four
classesoflicencesfor terrestrial dig-
ital TV in August. The three licence
types are for programme transmis-
sion, for renting facilities such as
broadcast towers, and for channel
operators. The fourth class, for
providers of application services,
will be awardeg later.
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Headline: CAT UNION ASKS BOARD TO APPROVE 3G-SERVICE FUNDING

Clip: Full Color

CATUNION ASKS
BOARD TO APPROVE
36-SERVICE FUNDING

My brand awaits
/.83 bninjection
to develop further

- USANEE MONGKOLPORN

THENATION

AT Telecom’s labour union
‘ has urged the state agency’s

board to approve a Bt7.83-
billion budget for the state agency
to continueits My brand third-gen-
eration cellular broadband service,
which is expected to be CAT’s main
source of revenue in future.

The union made the request to
the board yesterday.

Information and Communica-
tions Technology Minister Anudith
Nakornthap will meet with CAT's
board of directors today to discuss
problemsrelated to theagency’s 3G
business. -

CAT has pinned its hopes on My
becomingits main revenuestream.

News ID: C-120525003169 (25 May 12/06:47)
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The state agency submitted to the
National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB) a
budget request of Bt12 billion to
investin related infrastructure and
marketing activities. Of the total
budget, CAT plans to spend Bt7.83
billion on further developing the
My service. LRI

However, the NESDB declined
to approve the budget, recom-
mending that CAT submit the
budget request to the Cabinet first.

The union believes that the
board has the authority to approve
the Bt7.83-billion budget, and
should do so to prevent damage
to CAT.

According to the union, the lack
ofabudgetfor the Myservice would
cause damage to the state agency by,
among other things, leaving it
unable to procure SIM cards and
3G mobile phones to woo new cus-
tomers, making it impossible for it
to meet its revenue target.

The My service has about
50,000 customers.
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