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NO PLAN TO

AUCTION PRIZED
NUMBERS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISHTOOMGUM
THENATION

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)'s telecom committee has
serapped a plan to auction existing
and future highly-prized mobile
phone numbers, and is expected to
allocate themto private mobile phone
operators instead.

These numbers, which feature at
least four identical consecutive digits
- for example, xxx-xxx-9999 - are
highly sought after by mobile-phone
users. The watchdoghas 1.6 million of
the prized mobile-phone numbers in
hand, which were reserved during the
tenure ofthe agency’s predecessor, the
National Telecommunications
Commission (NTC).

An NBTC source said the commit-
tee is considering allocating these
numbers to private mobile-phone
operators, If it does, it risks accusa-
tions of favouring the operators, which
can auction them for large sums.
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The average atiction price of a
mobile-phone number with three
consecutive identical digits ranges
from Bt500 to Bt2,000. Numbers
with at least four consecutive identi-
caldigits are expected to fetch ahigh-
er price if they are made available on
the market.

Telecom committee chairman
Settapong Malisuwan said that if the
committee auctionsthe popularnum-
bers by itself, it would be tantamount
to limiting them to rich people, who
can afford to bid for them.

The committee’s five membershad
splitviews ontheissue. Some said the
panel should auction the numbers on
its own toseek revenue for the state or
tofinaneceits provision of equal access
to telecom services among Thais,

Others said the committee is not
bound by any obligations or laws to
auction these numbers. To auction
them means it will have to waste time
drawing up auction regulations,
whereas it would be better to give top
priority to other more importanttasks
such as completing the auction plan
ofthe 3G-2.1GHz spectrum licences.

“The watchdog should not seek
more regulatory work for itself. It has
other, much more erucial regulations
o finish. In addition, if it canmake lot
ofmoneyfrom auctioning these num-
bers, it will face questions about why
itneedstoseeklots of money,"said one

“telecom committee member.
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3G auction test run
scheduled for today

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
will organise a trial auction for third-
generation (3G) licences on the
2100-MHz frequency today.

Relevant parties will have a chance to
learn the rules and mechanism before
the real auction takes place in the fourth
quarter of this year. The trial auction
will be held at the Kempinski Hotel by
the NBTC team and Pacharasut Sujarit-
tanonta, a principal at Cramton Associ-
ates, an expert on auction design and
strategy.

It will start with a description of the
3G licence auction mechanism. Bidders
will then be grouped into 12 teams to
learn the rules of the trial auction, which
will end with a summary of the results
and awards.

NBTC telecommunications commit-
tee chairman Settapong Malisuwan said
the mock-up auction is to prepare all
relevant parties.

The real 3G licence auction is slated
for the fourth quarter, offering nine slots
on the spectrum each containing 5 MHz

News ID: C-120625001085 (25 Jun 12/05:52)
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of bandwidth. The event will feature
simultaneous ascending-bid auctions.
Each participant can get a maximum
bandwidth of 20 MHz.

The NBTC'’s 2100-MHz committee
approved the draft 3G licence auction
framework for the international standard
2.1-gigahertz spectrum.

In a separate meeting at the hotel,
Col Settapong said the NBTC's telecom
committee will finalise thereserve price
for the 2.1-GHz spectrum after it was
postponed last week. The reserve price
will likely be 4.2 billion baht for each
5-MHz slot.

The NBTC's telecommunications
committee selected last week three
choices out of the seven valuations for
the 2.1-GHz spectrum proposed by a
working group from Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity. The three prices are 6.23 billion,
6.44 billion and 12.67 billion baht for a
5-MHz slot. The working group proposed
a reserve price at 67% of the valuation
price.

Col Settapong said the committee will
likely select the initial valuation at 6.44
billion baht today and a reserve price of
4.2 to 4.3 billion.
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