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NBTC plans new schedule
for spectrum reallocation

OUTGOING COMMISSION TO PROPOSE 45MHZ AUCTIONS IN EARLY 2018

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE OFFICE of the National
Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission will
prepare a new schedule for
spectrum reallocation for the
next regulators, said Takorn
Tantasith, the NBTC’s secre-
tary-general.

He added that there would
be no more spectrum auctions
under the current commission,
whose term will end in October
next year.

Under the allocation plan,
there will be three spectrum
bands waiting for auction: 2.6

gigahertz, 1,800 megahertz and
700MHz.

“We will propose that
45MHz of the 1,800MHz spec-
trum be put to auction in early
2018, or sixmonths before Total
Access Communication’s con-
cession contract with CAT
Telecom expires in September
2018,” Takorn said.

The minimum starting bid
for the auction should the same
as the top bid for the last
1,800MHz auction.

Last year subsidiaries of
Advanced Info Serviceand True
Corp tendered the winning bids
for 15MHz each on the
1,800MHz  spectrum  at
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Bt4.0.986 billion and Bt39.792
billion.

Total Access Communi-
cation (DTAC) is the only cellu-
lar-service provider that did not
win a licence to the 1,800MHz
or 900MHz spectrum at auc-
tions held by the NBTC last
year.

Takorn said 144MHz on the
2.6GHz spectrum currently
held by MCOT was expected to
putup forthe auction if the new
NBTC bill is passed by the
National Legislative Assembly
and made effective soon.

According to that bill, the
NBTC will be able to reclaim
spectracurrentlyunder conces-

sion contracts or state owner-
ship for reallocation and the
state agencies that hold them
will be compensated after they
release their spectra to the
NBTC.

The NBTC plans to put the
2.6GHz spectrum to auction for
fourth-generation cellular serv-
ice, and MCOT has said that it
will return part of the spectrum
to the commission if it is fully
compensated.

Takorn said the NBTC
planned to auction the 45MHz
on the 700MHz currently used
by television channels for real-
location for telecom service in
2020.
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BEROADCASTING & TELECOMMUNICATIONS
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KU-band satellite
dishes for sale in
Bangkok. The
telecom regulator
has told CTH that it
has one more
chance to resubmit
a customer relief
plan before the
struggling pay TV
operator stops
supplying content
on the band.KosoL
NAKACHOL

Y

”~

CTH told to resubmit customer aid proposal

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
ordered CTH Flc to resubmit a proposal
to help customers within seven days after
the company said it would cut its content
supply to the KU-band satellite system on
Augl.

NBTC deputy secretary-gen-
eral Pakdee Manaves said the broadcasting
committee yesterday instructed the con-
sumer protection subcommittee to send a
formal letter asking the loss-ridden pay TV
operator to submit a new customer-relief
plan by next Tuesday.

“We asked CTH to propose a new cus-
tomer-relief plan because its previous one
is too weak to cover all 40,000 affected cus-
tomers watching TV via KU-band satellite
dishes,” said Mr Pakdee.

Of the total affected customers, 9,000

are monthly subscribers, while 31,000 peri-
odically purchase viewing packages from
platform operators.

CTH announced thatit would stop sup-
plying its content via the KU-band satellite
system on Aug 1. The pay operator already
cut its content supply to the C-band satellite
system earlier this year.

Mr Pakdee said the broadcasting regu-
lator was not satisfied with CTH's move to
stop supplying its content to the KU-band
satellite system and had previously asked
it to revise its customer-relief plan to be
more practical.

“Thisisthe last chance for CTH to resub-
mit its customer-relief plan. If CTH can’t
find the proper solution to compensate
the affected customers, we will take seri-
ous action against it, be it a fine, licence
suspension or licence revocation,” he said.

Supinya Klangnarong, a broadcast-
ing commissioner, said the consumer

News ID: C-160726001069 (26 Jul 16/06:02)
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protection subcommittee had made
two suggestions for CTH to deal with its
affected customers.

The first suggestion is for CTH to pay
compensation to those who have pur-
chased viewing packages. The second sug-
gestion is to let monthly-based subscrib-
ers make a decision on whether they want
to return their set-top boxes or continue
using them.

The company is to work out a settlement
with its monthly subscribers before offer-
ing compensation to those who purchased
viewing packages.

Meanwhile, the broadeasting committee
vesterday warned CEC World Plc’s Channel
3 HD, BBTV’s Channel 7 HD and Work-
point TV about violating the Broadcasting
Act. All three channels were found to have
exceeded the hourly advertising limits of
12.5 minutes per hour or 10 minutes per
hour on average for the whole day.
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NEWS FEED

COMMERCIALS RUNTOO LONG

The broadcasting regulator yesterday
agreed to serve written notice to three digital
TV licensees that aired commercials over the
legal limit.

They are BEC-Multimedia, the operator of
Channel 33HD; Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television, the operator of Channel 7HD; and
Thai Broadcast, the operator of Workpoint TV.

Pakdee Manaves, deputy secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, said those
TV broadcasters had exploited consumers by
screening more than 12 minutes of commer-
cials per hour during prime-time dramas,
which is the maximum allowed.

He said the stations would be fined if they
continued to violate the time limit after
receiving the written warning.
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Headline: Officials plan crackdown on illicit apps

Clip: Black/White

Officials plan
crackdown
on illicit apps

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

State agencies will issue a joint resolution
governing improper and illicit content in
mobile applications.

The Information and Communication
Technology Ministry, the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) and the Technology Crime
Suppression Division (TCSD) will meet five
mobile operators today to discuss how to
supervise mobile app content.

The meeting comes in the wake of a
scandal involving the iShow mobile app
in which a young man bought special items
worth 1.2 million baht for ladies who chat-
ted with him through the app, said NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith.

“We have to have better measures to
prevent possible damage that could create
a great impact on youth and children
because smartphone use is so widespread,
especially among teenagers,” he said.

The government may have no need to
draft any newlaw if existing rules and regu-
lations are deemed sufficient to enforce
proper measures to prevent or eliminate
illicit content.

The TCSD will take legal action against
those who create improper content that
does not promote good morals, while
mobile operators and internet service
providers will have to seriously monitor
content available through their platforms.

Mr Takorn said mobile operators must
putin place awarning and blocking system
to keep improper content out of users’
hands.

“Parents must be aware of their chil-
dren and prevent them from accessing
improper content on mobile services,” he
sald. “Meanwhile, mobile operators must
warn their customers about the risk of
unintentionally buying such services.
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